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I. PRAVNI OSNOV

elankom 10. Odluke o osnivanju Javne ustanove "Priroda" (,,SluZbene novine"
broj 42113 i 40120) te dlankom 22. Statuta Javne ustanove ,,Priroda" (KLASA: 023-
01120-01101; URBROJ: 2170-52-0111-20-70 od 9. prosinca 2020.) propisano je da
ravnatelj ugovore o izvodenju projekata preko iznosa od 200.000 kuna koji se
flnanciraju u cijelosti ili dijelom iz sredstava tre6ih osoba potpisuje uz suglasnost
Zupana.

e lankom 4. Upute o planiranju i pracenju projekata sufinanciranih iz pomoci iz
inozemstva i od subjekata unutar opceg proraduna (KLASA: 022-04119-0117,
URBROJ: 217011-01-01/6-19-8 od 25. veljade 2019. godine i KLASA: 022-04120-
01/7, URBROJ: 217011-01-01/6 od 24. veljade 2020. godine) propisano je da su
proradunski korisnici Primorsko-goranske Zupanije duZni informirati Zupana putem
Kolegija Zupana u sludaju odobrenja sufinanciranja projekta od strane nadleZnog
tijela ito prije potpisa ugovora o sufinanciranju projekta.

Clankom 52. tockom 23. Statuta Primorsko-goranske Zupanije (,,SluZbene
novine" broj 23109, 9113, 25113 - proci5ieni tekst, 5118, 8118 - proci5ceni tekst, 2l2O i

4121) propisano je da Zupan donosi opce i pojedinacne akte te zakljudke sukladno
zakonu idrugim propisima iaktima Skup5tine.

e lankom 25. stavkom 1. Poslovnika o radu Zupana Primorsko-goranske
Zupanije (,,SluZbene novine" broj 23114, 16115,3116, 19116 - proci5ceni tekst i 16121)
propisano je da Zupan donosi opce akte kada je to propisano posebnim zakonom,
poledinacne akte kada rje5ava o pojedinim pravima, obvezama i pravnim interesima
fizickih i pravnih osoba te zakljucke.

il. oBRAZLOZerule

Javna ustanova ,,Priroda" (u daljnjem tekstu: Ustanova) 2014. godine je, uz
podr5ku Primorsko-goranske Zupanije i Grada Cresa, preuzela projekt ponovne
uspostave Centra za posjetitelje ioporavili5ta za bjeloglave supove Beli. Oporavili5te,
koje djeluje u sklopu Centra, jedino je i namjenski registrirano oporavili5te za
bjeloglave supove u Republici Hrvatskoj. Od podetka rada Oporavili5ta 2016. godine
spa5en je ukupno 61 bjeloglavi sup, a 51 jedinka po oporavku pu5tena natrag u
prirodu, Sto je zna6,a1an broj uzme li se u obzir da je brojnost hrvatske populacije
supova oko stotinjak gnijezde6ih parova. Trenutno se na oporavku nalaze tri
bjeloglava supa. Oporavili5te svake godine zaprimi i preko desetak supova, najde5ce
mladih, neiskusnih ptica koje spa5avamo od ugibanja, a nakon oporavka i

rehabilitacije ponovno pu5tamo u prirodu, a trenutno su na oporavku tri bjeloglava
supa. Uz rad Oporavili6ta veZu se brojne aktivnosti koje Ustanova provodi kao
aktivne mjere za5tite i oduvanja populacije, poput upravljanja hranili5tem na
izdvojenoj lokaciji, monitoringa kolonija, direktnog nadzora kako bi se
sprijedilo uznemiravanje, pradenja kretanja oporavljenih jedinki obiljeZenih
GPS uredajima, takoder sufinancira prstenovanje mladih pti6a, vr5i edukativne
I broJne druge aktlvnostl. Upravo Je prl kraJu provedba Jo$ Jednog EU proJekta kojlm
su se unaprijedili kapaciteti za intenzivnu skrb o supovima u Oporavili5tu.

Nedostatak hrane u stani5tu kao posljedica smanjenog obima ekstenzivnog
uzgoja stoka na otocima i prisutnosti nezavidajne divljaci, gubitak stani5ta
zarastanjem, povecan mortalitet ptica radi elektrokucije, razliditih vrsta nenamjernog
trovanja (posebno olovom) te uznemiravanja na kolonijama, samo su neke od
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Frijetnji koje utjecu na povecanje brojnosti supova na Kvarneru Obzirom da ie
n

Hrvatskoi.
komisije L

dionika u sustavu aktivno o6uva ove v
prikljucila se izradi projektne prijave na natjedaj za program Europske

IFE na potprogram Priroda i bioraznolikost te je Zakljudkom Zupana
Frihva6ena informacija o namjeri prijave projekta ,,LIFE SUPport" na natjeiai za
program LIFE za 2021. godinu (Prilog 1.). Sukladno tome, Ustanova je sa
partnerima u studenome 2021. prijavila projekt, a u proteklih nekoliko mjeseci
provodila se evaluacija projekta te je projekt u konadnici ocijenjen uspje5nim i
odobren za sufinanciranje.

Program LIFE instrument je Europske unije namijenjen financiranju
aktivnosti na podrudju zaStite okoli5a, prirode i klime. Cilj LIFE programa je
doprinijeti implementaciji, aZuriranju i razvoju EU politika i zakonodavstva iz
podrudja okoliSa, prirode i klime kroz sufinanciranje projekata koji imaju
europsku dodanu vrijednost. Sva komunikactja vezana uz projekt provodi se na
engleskom jeziku u Funding & Tenders Portal kao integriranu ulaznu todku za
sudionike u financijskim programima i natjecajima kojima upravljaju Europska
komisija i druga EU tijela. Tako je dana 17. svibnja 2022. zaprimljena Pozivnica za
pripremu Ugovora o dodjeli bespovratnih sredstava za projekt,,LIFE SUPport"
(Prilog 2.). Tijekom proteklog razdoblja vr5ene su administrativne aktivnosti vezane
uz pripremu ugovora sa Europskom komisijom nakon dega je svim partnerima
elektronskim putem dostavljen Ugovor o dodjeli bespovratnih sredstava za
projekt,,LIFE SUPport" (u daljnjem tekstu: Ugovor) (Prilog 3.).

Sukladno Uoovoru. ukuono ori ivi troSkovi Ustanove iznose
qF6aaa Fa -..--- - .--r..:!:: - a,Jiro., J l.cu euta- a nalvttir rznosi otlsiftov . .a a . a ..

ratnrar sreqstava Koil se moze oooileilil
za sufinanciranie i osi 214.074.90 eura.

O projektnom prijedlogu i potpisivanju Ugovora raspravljalo je i Upravno
vije6e Javne ustanove "Priroda" pa je na 9. sjednici koja je odrZana dana 18.
srpnja 2022. godine donijelo Odluku o davanju pozitivnog mi5ljenja za potpisivanje
Ugovora (Prilog 4.).

Projekt naziva ,,Securing a future for Griffon Vultures in Croatia
(Osiguravanje budu6nosti za bjeloglave supove u Hrvatskoj)" ili skra6eni naziv
projekta ,,LIFE SUPport" prijavila je Udruga BIOM kao vodedi partner, a ostali
partneri su:

. Vulture Conservation Foundation (Zaklada za oduvanje ptica strvinara);
najrelevantnija nevladina organizacija koja se uspje5no bavi oduvanjem
strvinara u Europi sa sjedi5tem u Spanjolskoj i Nizozemskoj;

. HEP - Operator distribucijskog sustava d.o.o.;
o Poljoprivredna zadruga Otok Krk;
. Javna ustanova,,Priroda".

Projekt su takoder podrZali i drugi partneri koji 6e sudjelovati u raznim
aktivnostima, medu kojima i Ministarstvo gospodarstva i odrZivog razvga (Uprava za
za5titu prirode).

Op6i cilj projekta je unaprijediti uvjete za gntleildenje i preZivljavanje
zadnje preostale populacije bjeloglavog supa u Hrvatskoj, koja se nalazi na
Kvarnerskim otocima. NajvaZnije prijetnje koje se poku5avaju rije5iti kroz ovaj
projekt su uznemiravanje tijekom gnijeZdenja, nedostatak hrane, trovanje i
elektrokucija. Glavni ciljevi projekta su:
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. Smanjenje smrtnosti mladih ptica smanjivanjem uznemiravanja na gnijezdima i

unaprjedivanjem rada Centra Beli vezano za spa5avanje i oporavak
bjeloglavih supova.

. Povecanje dostupnosti hrane za supove kroz unaprjedenje i pro5irenje mre2e
hranili5ta i kroz povecanje mogudnosti za prirodno hranjenje.

. Sprjecavanje trovanja kroz istraZivanje najboljih preventivnih mjera za
izbjegavanje trovanja le5ina ikroz promociju koriStenja bezolovnog streljiva.

. Smanjenje smrtnosti uzrokovane elektrokucijom na stupovima srednje
naponske elektro distribucijske mreZe primjenom odgovaraju6ih mjera
ublaZavanja na najvaZnijim,,vru6im todkama" (hotspots) elektrokucije.

. Promocija bjeloglavih supova i povecanje svijesti o prijetnjama za bjeloglave
supove i njihovim potrebama medu lokalnim dionicima, Sirom javnosti i

drZavnom i javnom upravom.
Projekt je strukturiran kroz osam radnih paketa, od koji 6e Ustanova biti

zaduZena za vodenje paket naziva ,,Nest disturbance and juvenile rescue and
rehabilitation" (Uznemiravanje tijekom gnijeZdenja i spa5avanje te rehabilitacija
mladih ptica), a sudjelovat 6e i u realizaciji ostalih paketa s partnerima. Neke od
aktivnosti koje Ustanova planira realizirati kroz projekt vezuju se uz unaprjedenje
monitoringa populacije i spa5avanja mladih ptica, osiguranje sredstava i adekvatnih
kolidina hrane za hranili5te kojim Ustanova upravlja, uspostava video nadzora na
hranili5tu kao i realizacija vi5enamjenskog aklimatizacijskog kaveza na hranili5tu za
provedbu uspje5nijeg povratka ptica u prirodu, kao i za hvatanje divljih odraslih
supova racii obiljelavanja novonabavljenim GPS oda5iljaeima, rzrada odgovarajuce
promatraenrce na hraniliStu, sudjelovanje u dodatnim edukcijama Sire javnosti i

brodara te mnoge druge.
Trajanje projekta iznosi 5 godina (podetak sijedanj 2023., kraj prosinac

2027.1. Ukupna vrijednost projekta iznosi 2.159.589,61 eura dok je ukupna
vrijednost projekta za Ustanovu 356.791,50 eura. Stopa sufinanciranja kroz
program LIFE je do 60% ukupnih prihvatljivih tro5kova te maksimalni iznos
sufinanciranja za projekt 1.295.751,00 eura dok je maksimalni iznos
sufinanciranja za Ustanovu 214.074,90. Za potrebe provedbe projekta nue
planirano novo zapo5ljavanje, vec 6e projekt provoditi zaposlenici Ustanove.
Predviden je rad 6 zaposlenika Ustanove, od cega bi ukupan iznos tro5kova rada
(ude56e kroz rad) Ustanove trebali iznositi maksimalno 135.680,00 eura uz
indirektne tro5kove u visini od 23.341,50 eura. Takoder, paralelno s prijavom na LIFE
program, partneri su podnijeli prijavu za nacionalno sufinanciranje Fondu za za5titu
okoli5a i energetsku udinkovitost, koji financira 50% od vlastitog ude56a (bez
tro5kova pla6a i indirektnih troSkova koji nisu prihvatljiv tro5ak u ovom smislu)
odnosno do maksimalno 39.554,00 eura.

U Tablici 1 prikazani su planirani tro5kovi Ustanove tijekom svih pet godina
provedbe projekta.
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Tablica 1

StJPport"
TroSkovi Ustanove tijekom pet godina provedbe projekta ,,LlFE

Ustanova u okviru svoiih financiiskih i kapacitativnih mogucnosti vec niz
godina provodi niz aktivnosti u cilju za5tite bjeloglavih supova, no projekt ,,LlFE
SUPport" predstavlja jedinstvenu priliku za prouJOOu sveobuhvatnih aktivnosti,
putem partnerske suradnje relevantnih dionika, rje5avajuci najvaZnije prijetnje i

izazove kako bi se ojacala trenutna populacija kvarnerskih supova Sto je kljucni
preduvjet za njeno dugorodno oduvanje kao vaZne spone izmedu alpskih i juZnih
populacija supova na balkanskom poluotoku. Projekt ,,LIFE SUPport" prvi je
projekt iz programa LIFE koji se u Hrvatskoj namjenski bavi ovom strogo
za5ti6enom vrstom.

III. OCJENA I IZVORI POTREBNIH SREDSTAVA

Za provodenje ovog akta u 2022. godini nije potrebno osigurati dodatna
sredstva u Proradunu Primorsko-goranske Zupanije, bududi da se pocetak provedbe
projektnih aktivnosti odekuje podetkom 2023. godine. Stoga ce sredstva za provedbu
projekta biti nuZno planirati u Proradunu za 2023. godinu s projekcijama za 2024. i

2025. godinu. Prilikom planiranja sredstava za provedbu Projekta vodit ce se raduna
o dinamici uplata definiranoj Ugovorom. Nakon potpisivana ugovora, ispla6uje se
predfinanciranje za podetak provedbe projektnih aktivnosti. ldu6a rata
predfinanciranja dobiva se nakon predaje ,,Mid-Term reporta" (srednjoro6nog
izvje56a), a zadnja rata ispla6uje se nakon zavr5etka projekta, stoga 6e taj dio biti
potrebno predfinancirati.
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2023. 2024. 2025 2026. 2027 UKUPNO

aktivnosti(EUR) 33.460,00 47.150,00 73.660,00 21.750,00 21.750,00 197.770,00

i pla6a
(EuR) 31.328,00 33.206,00 28.938,00 20.338,00 21.870,00 135.680,00

lndirektni
tro5kovi(EUR) 4.535,16 5.624,92 7.181,86 2.946,16 3.053,40 23.341,50

Ukupno (EUR) 69.323,16 85.980,92 109.779,86 45.034,16 46.673,40 356.791,50

Maksimalno
sufinanciranje
L|FE (EUR)

41.593,90 51.588,55 65.867,92 27.020,50 28.004,04 214.074,90

Maksimalno
sufinanciranje
FZOEU (EUR)

6.692,00 9.430,00 14.732,00 4.350,00 4.350,00 39.554,00

Maksimalno
sufinanciranje
JUP (EUR)

21.037,26 24.962,37 29.179,944 13.663,66 14.319,36 103.162,60



IV. PRIJEDLOG ZAKLJUEKA

Slijedom navedenog, predlaZe se Zupanu Primorsko-goranske Zupanije da
donese zakljucak u tekstu kako slijedi:

Na temelju dlanka 4. Upute o planiranju i pracenju projekata sufinanciranih iz
pomodi iz inozemstva i od subjekata unutar opdeg proraduna (KLASA: 022-04119-
0117, URBROJ: 217011-01-01/6-19-8 od 25. veljace 2019. godine, KLASA: 022-
04120-0117, URBROJ 217011-01-0116-20127 od24.veljace2020. godine),dlanka 10.
Odluke o osnivanju Javne ustanove "Priroda" (,,SluZbene novine" broj 42t13 i 4Ol2O),
dlanka 22. Statuta Javne ustanove ,,Priroda" (KLASA: 023-01120-01101; URBROJ:
2170-52-0111-20-70 od 9. prosinca 2020.),6lanka 52. todke 23. Statuta Primorsko-
goranske Zupanije (,,SluZbene novine" broj 23109, 9/13, 25113 - proci5ceni tekst,
5118, 8118 - proci5ceni tekst, 2120 i 4121) i dlanka 25. stavka 1. Poslovnika o radu
Zupana Primorsko-goranske Zupanije (,,SluZbene novine" broj 23114, 16115, 3/16,
19116 - prodi56eni tekst i 16121),Zupan Primorsko-goranske Zupanije, dana
2022. godine, donio je

ZakljuEak

n^^^^i ^^ n.Jl,,l,^ ^ A^,,^-i,, ^,.^t^^^^^r: -^,,^^r^t::^: t^.,..^..^.^.^^..^ n.-:-^-r-(!lr(Jl l(Jol rc \,rUluAct \J \,lclvcll UU SUglclSl lu5Ll I clVl ldLEUlul i,rdvllE UStdl lUVg ,,f l llUUi,
za pruiprisivarrje Ugovurii u dodjeii bespclvrairriir sredsiava za projeki,,LiFE SijPpon .

(Odluka je sastavni dio ovog Zakljucka)
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Na temelju dlanka 4. Upute o planiranju i pracenju projekata sufinanciranih iz
Pomoci iz inozemstva i od subjekata unutar opceg proraduna (KLASA: 022-04119-
0117, URBROJ: 2170t1-01-01/6-19-8 od 25. vetjace 201g. godine, KLASA: 022-
04120-un, URBRoJ:217011-01-01t6-20t27 od 24. vellace 2020. godine), dlanka 10.
Odluke o osnivanju Javne ustanove "Priroda" (,,SluZbene novine" broj 42t13 i 4Ot2O),
dlanka 22. Statuta Javne ustanove ,,Priroda" (KLASA: 023-O1l2O-O1tO1; URBROJ:
2170-52-0111-20-70 od 9. prosinca 2020.), dlanka 52. tocke 23. Statuta Primorsko-
goranske Zupanije (,,SluZbene novine" broj 23109, 9113, 25113 - proci5ceni tekst,
5118, 8118 - proci5ceni tekst, 2120 i 4121) i clanka 25. stavka 1. Poslovnika o radu
Zupana Primorsko-goranske Zupanije (,,Slu2bene novine" brq 23114, 16115, 3/16,
19116 - proci56eni tekst i 16121), lupan Primorsko-goranske Zupanije, dana
2022. godine, donio je

ODLUKU
o davanju suglasnosti ravnateljici Javne ustanove,,Priroda" za potpisivanje

Ugovora o dodjeli bespovratnih sredstava za projekt ,,L|FE SUPport"
t.

Daje se suglasno ravnateljici Javne ustanove ,,Priroda" za potpisivanje
Ugovora o dodjeli bespovratnih sredstava za projekt ,,LlFE SUPport".

il.

Ova Odlrtka strlna na qnaoll dannm dnnn{enia
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Prilozi materijalu:

1. Prilog 1 - Zaklludak Zupana o prihvacanju informacije o namjeri prijave
projekta ,,LIFE SUPport" na natjedaj u okviru OP Konkurentnost i kohezija
2014.-2020. (KLASA: 022-04t21-01142; URBROJ: 2170t1-01-0116-21-1 5 od
29. studenoga202'1.)

2. Prilog 2 - Pozivnica za pripremu Ugovora o dodjeli bespovratnih sredstava za
projekt ,,LlFE SUPport" (Ref. Ares(2022)3719463 od 17 . svibnja 2022.)

3. Prilog 3 - Ugovor o dodjeli bespovratnih sredstava za projekt ,,LIFE SUPport"

4. Prilog 4 - Odluka Upravnog vijeda Javne ustanove ,,Priroda" o pozitivnom
mi5ljenju za potpisivanje Ugovora o dodjeli bespovratnih sredstava za projekt
,,LlFE SUPport" (KLASA: 023-01122-0111, URBROJ: 2170-52-0111-22-32 od
18. srpnja 2022.)
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KI-ASA: 022-A4n1 -01 t4Z
URBROJ: 217 0t 1 -o1 -01 t6-21 -1 s
Rijeka, 29. studen oga 2A21.

REPUBLIKA HRVATSKA
PRIMORSKO-GOMNS KA ZU PNruUR

2upan

PR.IMO l g{n - /rr,ni llSK ^, :t lP.lJl JAJAV|:..,i-.. ., ,.; .. _, A.,-'
2170-52 _-, ._i:t.JiF.A

Pr i,n';:: t,.-, z.
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ZakljuEak
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.Na lemelju 
.6lanka. 3. Upute o planiranju i pracenju projekata sufinanciranih izporno6i iz inozemsg 

tq9_*ybjekata qnutal opceg pror,aeuna'(Kr.AsA: ou-ut19-0117,URBROJ: 217011-01-01/6-1$'8 od 25. _verir!-z"ois. godin" i rUSn: ozz-a412o-A1n,URBROJ: 217ot1-01-01l6 od 24. veliab eoCo. godirLl, ehnka sz. to6ke 23. SratutaPrimorskogoranske 2yqranije ("sluzbene novine;broj 23tog, gt13, 25113 - prociscenitekst, 5/18. 8/1s - prodisdeni tdfst UZO) 4tl1i ief""L ZS. stavka 1. postovnika o raduZupana Primonkogoranske.2upanlje ("slu2bene-nouin"" broi 23114, 16115,3116, 1gt16- prodisceni tekst i .16tzu, Zupan eriirorskog;;;6 zupinije, cana 2b. studenoga2021. godine, donio je

1' Prihvaca se informacija o namjeri priiave proiekta 
"LIFE sUpporf na natje6aj zaprogram LIFE za 2021 . godinu.

2' Zaduartie se Javna ustanova 
"Prirodl" da putem nadleinog Upravnog odjela zaprostomo uredenje, graditeljstuo i zastitu. okoli5a po eventualnor oi"tir p.i"r,t" 

'LIFEsuPporf za sufinanciranje 2a program LIFE za zoit - iuinu pripremi informaciju o istomza Kolegij lupana.

Dpstarviti:
0!rylgr Sj"J, za prostomo uredenje, graditerjstvo izastitu okoriSarvr procernr'" rw.prof.dr.ec. Korarjke vahtar iurkovi|
2. Upravnoy.odjelu ia proradun, finffie i nabavu
_ n/r prodelnika_mr.sc. Krettmtn parita
3. zarnjenictmaZupana
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CINEA.D - Natural resources, climate, sustainable blue economy and clean energy
D.2 - LIFE Environment (Nature & Circular Economy)

Zeljka RAJKOVIC
Udruga BIOM
Preradoviieva 34
IOOOO ZAGREB
CROATIA

Subject: Programme for Environment and Climate Action (LIFE)
Call: LIFE-202 I-SAP-NAT
Project: 10107 4212 - LIFE2 I-NAT-HR-LIFE SUPport
GAP invitation letter

Dear Madam/Sir.

I am writing in connection with your proposal fbr the above-mentioned call.

Having completed the evaluation, we are pleased to inform you that your proposal has passed this
phase and that we would now like to start grant preparation.

Please find enclosed the evaluation summary report (ESR) for your proposal.

Invitation to grant preparation

Grant preparation will be based on the following:

l. Project: 101074212 - LIFE2I-NAT-HR-LIFE SUPport

2. Topic: LIFE-2021 -SAP-NAT-NATURE - Nature and Biodiversity

3. Type of action: LIFE Project Grants

4. Project officer: Anira FASSIO
LIFE Envilonment (Nature & Circulal Economy)

A Pl"ase always use the Funding & Tenders Portal messaging function (viayour Portal account). Do NOT contact
us via other means (email, letter, etc.) - unless explicitly asked to do so.

5. Maximum grant amount:

Requested EU contribution (according to proposal): I 295 751.00 EUR

Maximum grant amount (proposed amount, after evaluation): I 295 75 1.00 EUR

& Pl.ur. note that the proposed amount may still be lowered during grant preparation.

6. Project duration: 60 months

EUROPEAN CLIMATE, INFRASTRUCTURE AND
ENVTRONMENT EXECUTTVE AGENCy (CtNEA)

li.iropean Ciimate, lr-rfiasiruct!re -:ird trnvrronmenr Exacutive,Agency (ClNlEA), B-1349 Bi'ussels, Belqrum



7 . Grant preparation:

Preparation ofgrant data & annexes: 4 rveeks after receiving this letter

-il fne annexes (description ofthe action. estinrated budget, etc.) nrust be based on the proposal you subnritted
and the clarifications provided 1if any). You rnay norrnally NOT make changes to the project/project budgeV

consortiullt contposition (except if required by us). Please inrmediately infornr the project officer if you need to
ntake a change (e.9. bunkruptcv-, etc.).

j Pl.ur. be aware that your proposal may still rreed to undergo an ethics revierv or security scrutiny (and the
results rvill therr have to be inrplemented by you).

Once rve have checked the intblnration you have encoded, you will have 2lveeks to submit your final version

- to bring it in line with our comments.

Declaration of honour (DoH): 5 weeks after receiving this letter

A Please note that each applicant should also subrnit a signed and scanned DoH for each one oftheir linked
third parties.

Signature: within 3 months after receiving this letter (planned date)

A Please note that repeated failure to respect deadlines during grant preparation may lead to the rejection ofyour
proposal (or a consortiurrr menrber). Lack ofcooperation lvill be taken to nrean that you are no longer interested.

I UtautlaP G ltllutts a ut adt

Grant preparation (including sisnature) rvill be done exclusively through the Funding & Tenders Portal electronic
exchange systenr (login via y our Portal account). Do NOT contact us via other means (enrail. letter, etc. ) - 

utrless
explicitly asked to do so.

Please be arvare that linked third palties (if allor,ved) must be registered and validated as legal entities in the Portal

Participant Register'. I Register them irnmediately. if not already done.

Please note that sorne ofyour legal and financial data in the Parlicipant Register is read-only and can be updated

only by a LEAR (via the Porlal IVIy Organisation(s) page). You will therefore be contacted soon to appoint a LEAR
(unless you already have one).

9. Other

Not applicable

O po, nrore information on grant preparation, see the Online .llanurtL You can refer to this docunrent also for
progranlmes other than H2020 since the procedures are very sinrilar.

A Please note that this letter does NOT constitute a formal commitment for funding. The final
decision on your project will only be taken at a later stage. since it depends on the finalisation of
grant preparation and further checks which we still need to make (/br instance, Jinancial capacity,

non-exclusion, etc.).

For calls with a limited number of proposals to be funded: If a call can fund only a limited number of
proposals, grant preparation may be moreover be stopped if other proposals move up in the ranking
after a successful evaluation review and re-evaluation procedure.

In order to support you in the preparation of your Grant Agreement, two documents will be sent out
to you shortly via the communication tool of the funding and tender portal:

)



- A Guidance Note on the LIFE202l Standard Action Project Grant Agreement Preparation
- A Technical and Budgetary GAP Document specifically prepared for your GA Preparation

I would be grateful if you could inform the other members of your consortium (if any) of this letter

For any questions, please contact us via your Funding & Tenders Portal account.

Yours faithfully,

Anne BURRILL
Head of Unit

Enclosure: Evaluation summary report (ESR)

I

3

European Climate, lnfrastructure and Environment Executive Agency (CINEA). B-1049 Brussels, Belgium
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Type of action:
Proposal number:
Proposal acronym:
Duration (months):
Proposal title:

LIFE-202-I-SAP.NAT
LIFE.PJG
101074212
LlFE2.l -NAT-HR-LIFE SUPpon
60
Securing a future for Griffon Vultures in Croatia
LIFE-2021 -SAP-NAT-NATURE

The project LIFE SUPport aims to improve breeding and survival conditions for the last remaining population of Griffon Vultures (Gyps fulvus) in

Croatia, located on lhe Kvarner lslands. The urgency and need for such a project have been outlined in the expert background document prepared
for the currenlly pending adoption of the Griffon Vulture Management Plan in Croatia. By tackling the most imporlant lhreats on their breeding
grounds, the currenl population of 1 1 0- 1 30 pairs will continue to survive and possibly increase in number, which is an important first step for the
specres to re-colonrze therr hrstoncal breedrng ranges on the Oroatran marnland and connecl to other populatrons ol Untton Vultures tn the Alps
^-rD^lr,^-^ ll-^^!^.^--^r^rL.,rL;^--^i^^. ri-.,,-q^-^^ l^^1.^(t^^) -^;^^^i^^^-r^l^^+-^^,,ri^- TL^-^:^
d, ,u uar^o, ,J, ", rPUr rolr ! ,, sarr ro, vuruu e), 0 ,'r P, uluur Pvrrur ilr '9
objectives are therefore:
1. Reducing nestling mortality by minimizing nesl dislurbance and by improving lhe rescue and rehabilitation operations of the Beli Rescue Cenler
for Griffon Vultures.
2. lncreasing food availability for vultures by improving and expanding the existing network of managed feeding stalions and by increasing natural
feeding opportunities.
3. Prevention of poisoning events by exploring best prevenlive measures to avoid the use of poisoned baits, by promoting the use of lead-free
ammunition and by capacity building of relevant enforcement agencies for combating illegal wildlife poisoning.
4. Reducing mortality arising from electrocution by applying appropriate mitigation measures on the most important electrocution hotspots.
5. Promoting Griffon Vullures and raising awareness of their threals and needs to local stakeholders, the wider public and government bodies.

Evaluation Summary Report

Total score: 75.75 (Threshold: 55)

Score: 15.00 (Threshold: 1 0/20.00 , Weight: -)

The following aspects have been taken into account:
- Relevance ol the contribution to one or several ol the specilic objectives of the LIFE Programme and the targeted sub-
programme.
- Extent to which the proposal is in line with the description included in the call lor proposals, including, where relevant, its
specific priorities.
- Concept and methodology: soundness of the overall intervention logic.
- Extent to which the proposal olfers co-benelits and promotes synergies with other policy areas relevant lor achieving
environment and climate policy obiectives.

The proposal is relevant to the general objectives of the LIFE programme and the specific objectives of the sub-programme for Nature and
Biodiversity because it will contribute to the implementation of the relevant Union legislation and policy on nature and biodiversity, and will
improve governance at all levels to improve the conservation status of Annex I BD species the Griffon Vulture (Gyps tulvus) in three Natura
2000 sites designated for the specles: HB 1 000033, HR 1 0001 I and HR 1 0000 1 9.

The project clearly complies with the selected call topic Nature and Biodiversity because it will implement best practice to improve the
conservation status of Annex I species of the Birds Directive. The project falls under both intervention areas 'Space for Nature' and
'Safeguarding our species' because it will improve the habitats of the target species and reduce mortality caused by lack of food, the adverse
impact of eneryy infrastructure, and human-wildlife contlicts, and it will also decrease lead pollution. The project has concrete outcome-based
bi od iversity- rel ated objectives.
The urgency of the proposed activities is moderate to high, because according to 2018 reporting under the Birds Directive, the EU status and
trends are secure, but the national trend tor the species is declining. The project also makes a relevant contribution to the policy priorities
under the Birds Directive by addressing the Croatian PAF and the National Management Plan for G. fulvus, and under the EU Biodiversity
Strategy (establishment of a more coherent Natura 2000 network and bringing nature back to agricultural land) by developing solutions to

Programme for Environment and Climate Action (LIFE)

EUROPEAN COMMISSION Evaluation
Summary Report -

LIFE

Proposal Evaluation Form

Stichting the Vulture Conservation Foundalion
Javna ustanova Priroda
Poljoprivredna zadruga Otok Krk
HEP-OPERATOR DISTRIBUCIJSKOG SUSTAVA DOO ZA
DISTRIBUCIJU I OPSKRBU ELEKTRICNE ENERGIJED.O.O.
MINISTARSTVO GOSPODARSTVA I ODRZIVOG RAZVOJA
Total:

HR
NL
HR
HR

HR

983,941.02
270,062.65

356,791.5
225,427.6

323,366.84

0

12.51%
1652%
10.44%

14.97%

0.00%

162,037
214,074
135,256

194,020

0
1,295,751

2.5

HR
2 159

BIOM

Proposer name Country Total CostN.
Granl

uested

Evaluation Result

Criterion'l - Relevance
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assi st natu re- i ncl usive farm i ng.

The preoperational context is comprehensively described and sufficient information is provided to assess the problems and threats targeted:
lack of food, electrocution, poisoning and disturbance at their breeding colonies. The baseline justifies the foreseen interventions, has been
clearly explained, and is quantified with detailed figures: e.g. the population size is about 110 pairs located on four islands within in the SPA
Kvarnerski otoci (HRl000033). The threats are also clearly quantified.
The overall intervention logic is sound because most of the problems are convincingly addressed by the activities. However, it is not clear how
the missing 25 tons of extra food annually and the food for the feeding station on Cres will be secured. The approach is good, but mitigation of
the disturbance by boats with tourists is not secured.
The stated objectives and results are most likely to be achieved.

The project offers co-benefits and promotes significant synergies with other policy areas. ln particular, CAP (extensive grazing, conflict
mitigation), REACH Regulation (limiting the use of lead bullets), public and animal health policy, and EU Sanitary Regulations 1069/2009 and
142/201 1 (improving feeding stations, international conference on supplementary feeding of vultures). The co-benefits and synergies are
clearly identified and quantilied, and these include promotion of traditional farming, assessment of the state of grazing areas (level of
encroachment and recommendations), decreasing the use of lead ammunition and pollution.
Relevant policymakers will be actively involved to capitalise on the results of the project. The contribution to these policy areas is assessed as
significant because they will contribute to the sustainability of the project on a national scale and some can be used in other regions/countries.

Score: 15.50 (Threshold: 10/20.00, Weight: 150.00%)

The following aspects have been taken into account:
- Ambition and credibility ol impacts expected during and/or alter the proiect due to the activities, including ensuring that no
substantial harm is done to the other specific obiectives ol the LIFE Programme.
- Sustainability of the proiect results alter the end of the project.
- Quality of the measures for the exploitation ol proiect results.
- Potential for the proiect results to be replicated in the same or other sectors or places, or to be up-scaled by public or private
actors or through mobilising larger investments or tinancial resources (catalytic potential).

The expected results and impacts of the project are clearly described and are quantified both as key project-level indicators and in the text of
the proposal. These include complete elimination of the electrocutionicollision of Griffon vult:rres. 10/" reduction in the number of chicks
drowning. reduction of lead poisoning, mitigation of food shortage, etc. The overall impact of the project is 14o/" increase in the Croatian
population ot the species to I 25 pairs at the end of the project, with a further increase to 140 pairs five years later. lt will also benefit 14 other
Annex I birds. The identified impacts are consistent with the activities planned in the project and seem concrete, realistic and achievable. The
project is expected to achieve a relevant conservation benefit for the target species. The proposal is also likely to achieve other relevant,
specific and measurable outcomes such as the revision of the EU sanitary regulation, which may facilitate the improvement of additional
areas/habitat of the species in its historical range and elsewhere in Europe. where scavengers occur and depend on access to carcasses.

The proposal demonstrates convincingly that the proposed solutions and related expected results of the project will be continued in the
medium and long term after the project. The monitoring of bird loss due to electrocution/collision will be carried out by the beneficiaries, the
maintenance of the feeding sites will be included in the SPAs management plans, and farmers' associations are expected to secure continuity
of work related to human-wildlife conflict mitigation and extensive grazing. However, the sustainability of limiting disturbance and use of lead-
alternative ammunition is not fully convincing as it depends on the approach of the general public. ln addition, the project will implement
measures described in the national PAF and compliant with the national and international Griffon vulture Management Plan with Action Plan.
Competent authorities for protected areas have shown their support and their interest in replication of activities in other sites. The mandatory
work package "Sustainability, replication and exploitation of project results" and the mandatory deliverable "After-LIFE plan" are included in the
proposal and are adequately described.

There is a plan to ensure that the project outputs, e.g. the data on the movement of the sea-cliff nesting population of Griffon vultures, will
contribute to the knowledge of the species, and be utilised through the project partner Vulture Conservation Foundation, other BirdLife
paftners, etc. The project will attempt to standardise human-wildlite conflict prevention measures. The intention to revise the EU Sanitary
Regulation is an important step to ensure a sustainable change in the availability of safe food for scavengers in the country, but this does not
seem to be guaranteed.

The proposal does not sufficiently demonstrate how the project will ensure the transfer of its impacts and solutions beyond its duration to
reach a critical mass and mobilise wider uptake of the proposed solutions. The proposal mentions possible replication of activities for karst
pasture management but does not elaborate further on this issue, and also indicates replication of the feeding stations in Slovenia, but details
are not provided.

Score: 16.00 (Threshold: 10/20.00, Weight:-)
The following aspects have been taken into account:
- Clarity, relevance and leasibility of the work plan.
- ldentilication and mobilisation of the relevant stakeholders.
- Appropriate geographic focus ot the activities.
- Quality of the plan to monitor and report impacts.
- Appropriateness and quality of the measures to communicate and disseminate lhe proiect and its results to dillerent target
groups.

The work plan, work packages, and their expected outputs are adequately conceived and sufficiently described. The description of tasks ls
well developed and provides clarity on when tasks will be carried out and by whom. Specific efforts for effective engagement with stakeholders
are planned. The project will implement state-of-the-art techniques with proven effectiveness. The proposed activities are mostly appropriate

Criterion 2 - lmpact

Criterion 3 - Quality

10107 4212lLlFE21 -NAT-HR-LIFE SUPport-06 10512O22-1 1 :4O:4O 2t4
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to achieve the defined objectives. The overall project planning seems realistic, however, two of the concrete conservation activities are
planned to continue until the end of the project, so lt ls not clear if sufficient safety margins have been secured. The project plans to evaluate
the pasture management practices, but this does not seem to be carried out sufficiently early to enable integration of the management of karst
overgrown pastures into the project. Some implementation risks and necessary contingent measures have not been adequately described.
The proposal's strategy to address possible delays is not robust, because the realisation of the feeding station on Krk depends on obtaining a
permit by month 48, which seems rather late. Deliverables and milestones are correctly defined and are comprehensive, realistic and coherent
with the expected results. The mandatory After-LIFE conservation plan is included in the deliverables list.

Relevant stakeholders have been identified and consulted and some of them are involved in implementation of the activities. Belevant
declarations of support are included and signed by the Croatian Food Safety Authority, Veteinary lnstitute, Karlovac University of Applied
Sciences, The Zoo of Zagreb, etc. They have expressed interest in parlicipating in project meetings, supporting dissemination, or replication of
the project activities. The chosen location and geographic scope of the project are appropriate for tackling the addressed problems because
they cover the current and historical range of the Griffon vulture in Croatia. The attached maps clearly show the project area and the foreseen
interuention sites.

Monitoring of the project impacts is sufficiently developed. The proposal includes a work package "Monitoring and Evaluation" which is
appropriately designed to monitor, evaluate and report impacts of the project on the Griffon vulture population, reduction of lead poisoning,
socio-economic impacts, raising awareness, etc. However, the frequency of reporting the monitoring of food supply (once a year) seems
insufficient to ensure timely reaction in case the food supply doesn't meet project targets. In addition, video surveillance is seemingly
envisaged only for the new feeding station on Krk, which will be ready after the fourth year, possibly too late for proper project control.

The proposal includes a broad communication strategy which addresses all relevant stakeholders: tourist boats operators, hunters, farmers,
etc. The dissemination activities are appropriate and well designed to communicate the project results and the /essons learnt. All obligatory
communication requirements are appropriately covered in the work plan. However, the indicators for change chosen are mostly repetition of
dissemination outputs rather than actual impacts on the target groups.

Score: 17.50 (Threshold: 10/20.00, Weight:-)
The lollowing aspects have been taken into account:
- Composition of the consortium in terms of expertise, skills and responsibilities and appropriateness ot the management
structure.
- Appropriateness ol the budget and resources and their consistency wilh the work plan.
- Transparency of the budget, i.e. the cost items should be sulliciently described.
- Extent to which the project environmental impact is considered and mitigated, including through the use ol green procurement.
The use ol recognised methods for the calculation of the proiect environmental footprint (e.9. PEF or OEF methods or similar
ones, such as PEFCRS/OEFSRS) or environmental management systems (e.9. EMAS) would be an asset.
- Value for money of the proposal.

The partnership is clearly described and is assessed as fully appropriate because it is comprised of beneficiaries with relevant expertise in
bird conservation, power line management, farmers' associations, and the Croatian Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development.
The project's operational and management structure is very well planned, fully controlled by the coordinating beneficiary, and is assessed to
be effective. Project management is carried out by the staff of the coordinating beneficiary BIOM. However, the staft eftort table is not correctly
filled in and it seems that instead of person-months the applicant has calculated FTE.

The budget is convincingly justified and coherent and costs are appropriate to carry out the work plan by the means proposed. The funds
allocated for the work packages are balanced and are adequate to carry out the activities by the means proposed. The budget distribution
among the partners is balanced. The budget is convincingly justified and coherent and costs are appropriate to carry out the work plan by the
means proposed. The personnel cosls comprise about 40% of the budget, which seems reasonable considering the project's size, ambitions
and the envisaged activities.

The funds allocated for the work packages are adequately explained. The cost categories in the detailed budget table are conectly allocated
and are compliant with the rules and principles of the LIFE Programme. The costs for subcontracting amount to 18.47% of the total budget,
well justified and do not exceed 30% ot total eligible costs. A volunteer-based vigilance task force will be used to control nesting site
disturbance; hence the planned budget for volunteer engagement is well justified. The requested co-tinancing rate (60%) is appropriate as the
project targets non-priority species.

The project consortium commits to adequately apply green project management principles by operating according to the national portal on
green procurement of the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development. Therefore, they will follow the principles described in the
lntegrated National Energy and Climate Plan for the Republic ot Croatia, Croatian Law tor Promotion of Green Vehicles, Low-carbon
Development Strategy of the Republic of Croatia until 2030 with a view to 2050, and Decision for Green Procurement in central public
procurement procedures.

The proposed budget is generally assessed as reasonable and represents good value for money in relation to the scale and dimension of the
expected environmental benefits and results to be achieved. The proposal is generally assessed to be cost-efticient.

Score: !=1QQ (Threshold: 0/10.00 , Weight: -)

The lollowing aspects have been taken into account:
BONUS 1: The proposal olfers exceptional synergies and promotes significant co-benefits between LIFE sub-programmes. (2
points)
BONUS 2: The proposal is primarily implemented in the Outermost Regions. Where specific regional features are relevant to the

Criterion 4 - Resources

Criterion 5 - Bonus points
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needs addressed in the call for proposals, e.g. islands lor waste, coal-intensive regions for clean energy, etc., the bonus could be
extended to other geographical areas wilh specilic needs and vulnerabilities. (2 points)
BONUS 3: The proposal substantially builds on or up-scales the results of other EU funded projects. (2 points)
BONUS 4: The proposal olfers an exceptional catalytic potential. (2 points)
BONUS 5: The proposal envisages a transnational cooperation among Member States essential to guarantee the achievement of
the project obiectives. (2 points)

The proposal identifies and promotes exceptional synergies and co-benefits between LIFE sub-programmes (Clean Energy Transition,
Circular Economy and Quali\ of Life) by insulating dangerous electricity infrastructure, increasing the effectiveness of the grid; reducing lead
poisoning of soils, and possibly reducing human-wildlife conflicts.

The proposal is not being implemented in the Outermost Regions of the EU.

The proposal substantially builds on or up-scales the results of other EU funded projects, namely LIFE|4 NAT/BG/000649, LIFE|9
G|E/NU0)1016, L|FEl4 NAT/|T/000484, L|FEl8 NAT/BG/000278, LtFEl0 NAT/BG/000152, LtFEl6 NAT/BG/000874, L\FE|8
NAT/CY/001018, and LIFEI9 NAT/|T/000732. The project will upscale/build on the methodology for detecting potential poisoning with GPS
tagged vultures, prevention of electrocution and collisions, and conflict mitigation approaches. These results will provide a substantial added
value and are essential to achieving the project objectives.

The proposal does not offer an exceptional catalyttc potential for replication or upscaling of project results in the same or other sectors/places,
beyond the good strategy already awarded under project impact. Revising the EU Sanitary Regulation, which may indeed facilitate the
procedure for management of carcasses and better utilisation of animal by-products, providing a safe and secure solution with reduced travel
costs, and benefiting farmers, birds and the environment in general, is foreseen but not fully guaranteed.

Although the project involves partners from two Member States (Croatia and the Netherlands) and both partners are involved in the
implementation of the project, the activities are only implemented in Croatia. Hence, the transnational partnership is not considered essential

Score: Q=]QQ (Threshold: 0/0.00 , Weight: -)

Status: !\lo
IF YES, DOES THE PROPOSED ACTION TARGET THE CONSERVATION OF PRIORITY HABITATS AND/OR SPECIES

Not provided

Give reasons:

Not provided

Threshold Status - The score'-0.01'below exclusively indicates that the proposal only lails because it does not reach the
minimum threshold of 55 points (sum ol criteria 1-4). A'0.00'value has no meaning.

HIGHER FUNDING BATE (PBIORITY EU SpECtES OB HABTTAT TypES 7s% OR 67%)
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EUROPEAN CLIMATE, INFRASTRUCTURE AND
ENVr RONMENT EXECUTTVE AGENCy (CtNEA)

CINEA.D - Natural resources, climate, sustainable blue economy and clean energy
O.2 - LIFE Environment (Nature & Gircular Economy)

GRANT AGREEMENT

Project 10107 4212 - LIFE2I-NAT-HR-LIFE SUPport

PREAMBLE

This Agreement ('the Agreement') is between the following parties:

on the one part,

the European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency (CINEA) ('EU
executive agency' or 'granting authorify'), under the powers delegated by the European Commission
(' European Comm ission'),

and

on the other part,

l. 'the coordinator':

UDRUGA BIOM (Udruga BIOM), PIC 948167823, established in CAZMANSKA ULICA 2,

ZAGREB 10000. Croatia.

and the fbllowing other beneficiaries, if they sign their 'accession form' (see Annex 3 and Article 40)

2. STICHTING THE VULTURE CONSERVATION FOUNDATION (VCF), PIC 905576384,
established in ANTOON VAN HOOFFPLEIN l, ARNHEM 6816 SH, Netherlands,

3. JAVNA USTANOVA PRIRODA (JU Priroda), PIC 90453761 l, established in GRIVICA 4,
RIJEKA 51000. Croatia,

4. POLJOPRIVREDNA ZADRUGA OTOK KRK (PZ otok Krk). PIC 890828407, established in
TRG BANA JOSIPA JELACICA 5, KRK 51500, Croatia,

5. HEP.OPERATOR DISTRIBUCIJSKOG SUSTAVA DOO ZA DISTRIBUCIJU I OPSKRBU
ELEKTRICNE ENERGIJED.O.O. (HEP-ODS d.o.o.), PIC 955030476. established in ULICA
GRADA VUKOVAR A 37, ZAGREB 10000, Croatia,

Unless otherwise specified, references to 'beneficiary' or'beneficiaries' include the coordinator and
affiliated entities (if any).

If only one beneficiary signs the grant agreement ('mono-beneficiary grant'), all provisions referring
to the 'coordinator' or the 'beneficiaries'will be considered - mutatis mutandis - as referring to
the beneficiary.
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The parties referred to above have agreed to enter into the Agreement.

By signing the Agreement and the accession forms, the beneficiaries accept the grant and agree to
implement the action under their own responsibility and in accordance with the Agreement, with all
the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out.

The Agreement is composed of:

Preamble

Terms and Conditions (including Data Sheet)

Annex I Description of the actionl

Annex 2 Estimated budget for the action

Annex 2a Additional information on unit costs and contributions (if applicable)

Annex 3 Accession forms (if applicable)2

Annex 3a Declaration on joint and several liability of affiliated entities (if applicable)3

Annex 4 Model for the financial statements

Annex 5 Specific rules (if applicable)

I Template published on Portal Reference Documents.
r Template published on Portal Reference Docunrents.
r Template published on Portal Reference Documents.

)
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PREAMBLE

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
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DATA SHEET

l. General data

Project suntnlary:

Keylvords:

- Areas of interventiorr: Safeguarding our species

- EU Birds and Habitats Directives

- EU Bio. Strat.2030 - bringing nature back to agricultural land

BIRDS

- Terrestrial

Project number: 10107 4212

Pro-ject name: Securing a future for Griffon Vultures in Croatia

Project acronym: LlFE2 I-NAT-HR-LIFE SUPport

Call : LIFE-202 I -SAP-NAT

Topic: LIFE-202 l -SA P-NAT-NATURE

Type of actiorr: LIFE Project Grants

Granting authority: European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency

Grant nranaged through EU Funding & Tenders Portal: Yes (eGrants)

Project starting date: fixed date: I January 2023

Project end date: 3l December 2027

Project duration: 60 months

Consortium agreement: Yes

2. Participants

List of participants:

Project summary

The prolect LIFE SUPpon aims to iNpror e breeding and surr i\al conditions tbr the last rcmaining population ofGrillon \hltu es ( C)'Ps

fulms) in Croatia. located on the Klamer Islands. The urgcncy and need fbr such a project have been outlined in the erpen background

docunrent prepred fbr rhe curently pending adoption oftlre Gri ffon Vultu e Managerrrcnt Plan iu Croatia. By tackliog the trrost inrponattt

is an illpo(ant tirst step tbr tbe species to re-colorrize therr historical breeding ranges on the Croatian mainland and contrect to other
populations ofGritlon \irltures in the Alps and Balkans The most important threats tageted by this project arc nest disttu'bance, lack of
food.poisoninlandelecnocutron.Thernainobjectivesaretheretbre: l.Reducingnestlingnrortalitybyrninirnizingnestdisturbanceand
by inrpror ing the rescue and rehabilitation operations ofthe Beli Rescue Center for Griffon Vultures. 2. lncreroing food arailability fbr

lultures lry inrprot'ing and expanding thc cxisting ncnvork of nranaged t'eeding statiuts and by increasing natural fbeding opportunities. 3.

Prevention ofpoisoning events by e\ploriug best prer entive rneasures to aloid the use ofpoisoned baits. by pronroting rhe use oflead-free

annrunition and bl capaciry building ofrclevant enlbrcenrent agencies fbr combating illegal wildlife poisoning. 4 Reducing morraliry

arising lionr electrocution bl applying appropriate rnrtrgation rncasurcs on thc rnost inrportarrt electrocution hotspots. 5. Pronroting

Criffon !ultures aud raising arvareness oftheir threats and needs to local stakeholders, the rvider public and govenrment bodies.

No Role
Short
neme

Lcgal rarne Ctry PIC Total cllgible costs
tBE\ rnd.\F-i

Mex grant
Nmount

coo Utlruga
BIOM

UDRUGA BtOM HR 9.1816782-l 983 94 L02 i90 -164.00

a
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Coordinator:

UDRUGA BIOM (Udruga BIOM)

3. Grant

Maximum grant amount, total estimated eligible costs and contributions and funding rate:

Totel eligible costs
llll.\ xtrrl \f]

Funding rete
(".1

Marimum grent emount
(\rrnr\ :i

lltsximum grrnt emolnt
,ru.rr,l rlcci.innl

2 li95S9r,l 60 I t9S 75t 00 I tgs 75t 00

Grant form : Budget-based

Grant mode: Action grant

Budget categories/activity types:

A. Personnel costs

- A.l Employees, A.2 Natural persons under direct contract, A.3 Seconded persons

- A.4 SME owners and natural person beneficiaries
- A.5 Volunteers

B. Subcontracting costs

C. Purchase costs

- C.l Travel and subsistence
- C.2 Equipment
- C.3 Other goods, works and services

D. Other cost categories
- D.I Financial support to third parties
- D.2 Land purchase

E. Indirect costs

Cost eligibility options:

Standard supplementary payments

Lim itation for subcontracting

Travel and subsistence:
- Travel: Actual costs

No Role
Short
nflme

Legal name Ctry PIC Total eligible costs
{llt:\ rnrl \1.}

Max grant
amount

2 BEN VCF STICHTING THE VL]LTURE CONSER\/.\TION
FOI-INDATION

NL 90i576,r8,1 270 062.65 t62 037 00

l BEN JU Pdroda JAVN.\ I iST.\r-OVA PRIRODA HR 9045-176 t I .156 791 50 ll4 074 00

4 BE)" PZ otok
Krk

POLJOPRMEDN",\ ZADRUG.\ OTOK KRK HR 890818"107 )25 42't 60 135 156 00

5 BEr'- HEP.ODS
d.o.o.

HEP-OPER,{TOR DISTRIBUCIJSKOG SUSTAVA
DOO ZA DISTRIBLICIJLi I OPSKRBU ELEKTRICN*E
ENERCI.IED O O

HR 9550-10,176 32-1 ,166.8.1 I 94 020.00

AP MINGOR i\IINTSTARSTVO GOSPOD.{RSTVA I ODRZIVOG
RAZVOJA

HR 9t6533310 0.00 0.00

Total 2 t59 5E9.6t I 195 751.00

l
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- Accornmodation: Actual costs

- Subsistence: Actual costs

- Equiprnent: tirll costs and depreciation for listed equipment

- Costs for providing financial support to third parties (actual cost; lrax amouttt for each recipient: EUR 20 000.00)

- Indirect cost flat-rate: 7oz'o of the eligible direct costs (categories A-D, except volunteers costs and exenrpted

specific cost categories, ifany)

- VAT: Yes

- Other ineligible costs

Budget flexibilify: Yes (no flexibility cap)

4. Reporting. payments and recoveries

4.l Continuous reporting (at2l)

Deliverables: see Funding & Tenders Portal Continuous Reporting tool

4.2 Periodic reporting and payments

Reporting and payment schedule (art 2l ,22):

ncpur .rlB

Reporting periods Type Deadllne Type
Deadline

(tlme to pry)

RP No Month from Month to

Initial prelinancing

30 days tionr
enny into tbrce

tirrarrcial grrarantee

lifrequired)
- rrhicheler
is dre latest

I 30 Additional
prefinancing repon

60 da1's after cnd

ofrcporting period
Additional

pretiuauciug
60 days fiorn

receir ing additional
pretinancing reporu
finucial guarantee

lifrequired)
- rvhichcver
is the latest

2 3t 60 Periodic repon 60 davs atier end

ofreporting period
Final pal nrent 90 days fiorn

receir ing
periodic reporr

Prefi nancing payments and guarantees

Prefinancing palment Prefinancing guarantee

Type Amount
Guarantee

amount
Division per participent

Prrfinancing I linitial; 388 725.,10 DA I - Udruga BIOIVT n ''a

2-VCF n/a

-.1 - JU Priroda n/a

4 - PZ otrk Krk ll/a

5-HFP-ODSdoo rlia



:' ::' i \,1 \ 
" 

-

I Associated witn oocr,hr{Erf; k$Are-r&bd!l$rti$lg: -vr1s,$zrzozz

Prefinancing payment Prefinancing guarantee

Type Amount Guarantee
amount

Division per participant

Prefioancnrg I (addirional ) 617 875 50 nla I - Udruga BIOIVI ll'a

l.VCF n'a

-1 - Jli Pnrcda n/a

4 - PZ otok Krk nia

5 - HEP-ODS d.o.o. ll,a

Reporting and payment modalities (at21,22):

Mutual Insurance Mechanism (MIM): No

Restrictions on distribution of initial prefinancing: The plefinancing may be distlibuted only if the minimum number of
beneficiaries set out in the call condititions (ifany) have acceded to the Agreement and only to beneficiaries that have
acceded.

Interim payment ceiling (if any): 90% of the maximunt grant amount

No-profit rule: Yes

Late paynrent interest: ECB + 3.5%

Bank account for paynrents:

HR472402006 I I 0 I 060t 50

Conversion into euros: Double conversion

Reporting language: Language ofthe Agreement

4.3 Certificates lart 241

Certificates on the financial statements (CFS):

Conditions:

Schedule: interim/final payment, if threshold is reached

Standard threshold ( benefi ciary-levet) :

- financial statement: requested EU contribution to costs > EUR 500 000.00

4.4 Recoveries (art22)

First-line liability for recoveries:

Benefi ciary termination : Benefi ciary concerned

Final paynrent: Coordinator

After final paynrent: Beneficiary concerned

Joint and several liability for enforced recoveries (in case ofnon-payment):

Limited joint and several liability of other beneficiaries - up to the ntaximunr granr amount of the beneficiary

Joint and several liability ofaffiliated entities - n/a

ll
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5. Consequences of non-compliance. applicable law & dispute settlement forum

Applicable law (art 43):

Standard applicable law regime: EU law + law of Belgiurn

Dispute settlement forum (art 43):

Standard dispute settlement forum:

EU beneficiaries: EU General Court + EU Court of Justice (on appeal)

Non-EU beneficiaries: Courts of Brussels, Belgiunr (unless an international agreement provides for the

enforceabi lity of EU court judgements)

6. Other

Specific rules (Annex 5): Yes

Standard time-limits after project end:

Confidentiality (for X years after final payment): 5

Record-keeping (for X years after final payment): 5 (or 3 for grants ofnot more than EUR 60 000)

Reviews (up to X years after final payrnent): 5 (or 3 for grants of uot rnore than EUR 60 000)

Audits 1up to X years after final payment): 5 (or 3 for grants of not nrore than EUR 60 000)

Extension offindings fronr other grants to this grant (no later than X years after final payment): 5 (or 3 for grants of
not more than EUR 60 000)

Impact evaluation (up to X years after final payment): 5 (or 3 for grants of not more than EUR 60 000)

12



ll A s s o c i a t e d w i t n o o c r,[r\ 8,fi RS A'-u r &bd9 t $r U&l g' urbCI 
z, z o z z

CHAPTER I GENERAL

ARTICLE I - SUBJECT OF THE AGREEMENT

This Agreernent sets out the rights and obligations and terms and conditions applicable to the grant
awarded for the implententation of the action set out in Chapter 2.

ARTICLE 2 - DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Agreernent, the following definitions apply:

Actions - The project which is being funded in the context of this Agreement.

Grant - The grant awarded in the context of this Agreement.

EU grants - Grants awarded by EU institutions. bodies, offices or agencies (including EU executive
agencies. EU regulatory agencies, EDA, joint undertakings, etc.).

Parlicipants - Entities participating in the action as beneficiaries. affiliated entities. associated
partners. third parties giving in-kind contributions. subcontractors or recipients clf
tlnancial sunnort to third narties

Beneficiaries (BEN) 
- The signatories of this Agreement (either directly or through an accession

tbrm).

Affiliated entities (AE) 
- Entities affiliated to a beneficiary within the meaning of Article 187 of

EU Financial Regulation 201811046{ which participate in the action with similar rights
and obligations as the beneficiaries (obligation to implement action tasks and right to
charge costs and claim contributions).

Associated partners (AP) 
- 

Entities which participate in the action. but without the right to charge
costs or claim contributions.

Purchases 
- Contracts for goods. works or services needed to carry out the action (e.g. equipment.

consumablesandsupplies)butwhicharenotpartoftheactiontasks(seeAnnex l).

Subcontracting - Contracts for goods, works or services that are part of the action tasks (see Annex I ).

In-kind contributions - In-kind contributions within the meaning of Article 2(36) of EU Financial

a For the definition, see Article 187 Regulation (EU, Euratonr) 20 l8/1046 of the European Parliament and of the Council
of l8 July 2018 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union, anrending Regulations (EU)
No 1296/2013,(EU)No l30l/2013,(EU)No 1303/2013.(EU)No 1304/2013,(EU)No 1309/2013.(EU)No 131612013,
(EU) No 223/2014. (EU) No 28312014, and Decision No 54 l/20 l4lEU and repealing Regulation (EU. Euratom)
No 966/2012 ('EU FinancialRegulation')(OJ L 193, 30.7.2018. p. l):"affiliated entities [are]:
(a) entities that forrn a sole beneficiary [(i.e. where an entity is formed of several entities that satisfu the criteria for

being awarded a grant, including where the entity is specifically established for the purpose of inrplenrenting an
action to be financed by a grant)];

(b) entities that satisff the eligibility qiteria and that do not fall within one of the situations referred to in Article 136( I )
and l4l(l) and that have a link with the beneficiary, in particular a legal or capital link. which is neither linrited to
the action nor established for the sole purpose of its implementation".

j
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Regulation 201811046, i.e. non-financial resources made available fiee of charge by
third parties.

Fraud - Fraud within the meaning of Arricle 3 of EU Directive 2017113715 and Article I of the
Convention on the protection of the European Communities' financial interests. drawn

up by the Council Act of 26 Jtrly 19956. as well as any other wrongful or criminal
deception intended to result in financial or personal gain.

Irregularities - Any type of breach (regulatory or contractual) which could irnpact the EU
financial interests, including irregularities within the meaning of Article l(2) of EU

Regr.rlation 2988D57.

Grave professional misconduct - Any type of unacceptable or improper behaviour in exercising one's
profession. especially by employees. including grave professional misconduct within
the meaning of Article 136(l)(c) of EU Financial Regulation 201811046.

Applicable EU, international and national law - Any legal acts or other (binding or non-binding)
rules and guidance in the area concerned.

Portal - EU Funding & Tenders Portal; electronic portal and exchange system managed by the
European Commission and used by itself and other EU institutions, bodies. offices
oi' agcne ics f.;i ihc inana!,iincni ol- ilicii f uri.liiig piugiainmis igi'ani.s. prJCUicincn-rs.

pr izcs. cie .).

CHAPTER 2 ACTION

ARTICLE 3 
- 

ACTION

The grant is awarded for the action 101074212 - LIFE2I-NAT-HR-LIFE SUPport ('action'), as

described in Annex l.

ARTICLE 4 - DURATION AND STARTING DATE

The duration and the starting date of the action are set out in the Data Sheet (see Point l)

CHAPTER 3 GRANT

ARTICLE 5 - GRANT

5.1 Form ofgrant

j Directive (EU) 20 l711371 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 July 2017 on the fight against fraud to
the Union's financial interests by rneans of crinrinal larv (OJ L 198,28.7.2017,p.29\.

6 OJ C 316.27.11.1995, p.48.
7 Council Regulation (EC, Euratonr) No 2988/95 of l8 December 1995 on the protection of the European Comnrunities

financial interests (OJ L 312,23.12.1 995, p. l).

1_J
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The grant is an action grants which takes the form of a budget-based mixed actual cost grant (i.e. a
grant based on actualcosts incurred. but which may also include other forms of funding. such as unit
costs or contributions, flat-rate costs or contributions. lump sum costs or contributions or financing
not linked to costs).

5.2 Maximum grant amount

The maximum grant amount is set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 3) and in the estimated budget
(Annex 2).

5.3 Funding rate

The funding rate for costs is 60% of the action's eligible costs.

Contributions are not subject to any funding rate.

5.4 Estimated budget, budget categories and forms of funding

The estimated budget for the action is set out in Annex 2.

It contains the estimated eligible costs and contributions for the action. broken down by participant
and budget category.

Annex 2 also shows the types of costs and contributions (forms of funding)q to be used for each budget
category.

If unit costs or contributions are used, the details on the calculation will be explained in Annex 2a.

5.5 Budget flexibility

The budget breakdown may be adjusted - without an amendment (see Article 39) - by transfers
(between participants and budget categories), as long as this does not imply any substantive or
impoftant change to the description of the action in Annex l.

However:

changes to the budget category for volunteers (if used) always require an amendment

changes to budget categories with lump sums costs or contributions (if used; including
financing not linked to costs) always require an amendment

changes to budget categories with higher funding rates or budget ceilings (if used) always
require an amendment

addition of amounts for subcontracts not provided for in Annex I either require an amendment
or simplified approval in accordance with Article 6.2

3 For tlre definition, see Article 180(2Xa) EU Financial Regulation 201811046:'action grant' means an EU grant to
finance "an action intended to help achieve a Union policy objective".

e See Article 125 EU Financial Regulation 201811046.

15
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other changes require an amendnrent or sinrplified approval, if specifically provided for in
Article 6.2

ARTICLE 6 - ELIGIBLE AND INELIGIBLE COSTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS

In order to be eligible, costs and contributions must meet the eligibility conditions set out in this
Arricle.

6.1 Generaleligibilityconditions

Tlte general eligibility conditions are the tbllowing:

(a) fbr actual costs:

(i) they must be actually incurred by the beneficiary

(ii) they must be incurred in the period set out in Article 4 (with the exception of costs relating
to the submission of the final periodic report, which may be incurred afterwards; see

Article 2l)

tiiil they must bc rlcciared undcr onc ot tilc buclget categories sct out in Artieie o.l and
Annex 2

(iv) they rnust be incurred in connection lvith the action as described in Annex I and necessary

fbr its implementation

(v) they must be identifiable and verifiable, in particular recorded in the beneficiary's
accounts in accordance with the accounting standards applicable in the country where
the beneficiary is established and with the beneficiary's usual cost accounting practices

(vi) they must comply with the applicable national law on taxes. labour and social security
and

(vii) they must be reasonable, justified and must comply with the principle of sound financial
management, in particular regarding economy and efficiency

(b) tbr unit costs or contributions (if any)

(i) they must be declared under one of the budget categories set out in Article 6.2 and
Annex 2

(ii) the units must:

be actually used or produced by the beneficiary in the period set out in Article 4

(with the exception of units relating to the subrnission of the final periodic report,
which may be used or produced afterwards; see Article 2l)

be necessary for the implementation of the action and

(iii) the nurnber of units must be identifiable and verifiable. in particular supported by records

and documentation (see Article 20)
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(c) for flat-rate costs or contributions (if any):

(i) they must be declared under one of the budget categories set out in Article 6.2 and
Annex 2

(ii) the costs or contributions to which the t'lat-rate is applied must:

- be eligible

- relate to the period set out in Afticle 4 (with the exception of costs or contributions
relating to the submission of the final periodic report. which rnay be incurred
afterwards: see Anicle 2l)

(d) for lunrp sum costs or contributions (if any):

(i) they rnust be declared under one of the budget categories set out in Article 6.2 and
Annex 2

the work must be properly implemented by the beneficiary in accordance with Annex I

the deliverables/outputs must be achieved in the period set out in Article 4 (with the
exception of deliverables/outputs relating to the submission of the final periodic report.
,r,hich ma1, he achieved a.ftenr a.rc!s; see Artic!e 2l)

(e) lor unit. flat-rate or lump sum costs or contributions according to usual cost accounting
practices (if an""-):

(i) they rnust fulf rl the general eligibility conditions tbr the ty'pe of cost concerned

(ii) the cost accounting practices must be applied in a consistent manner, based on objective
criteria, regardless of the source of funding

(t) for financing not linked to costs (if any): the results must be achieved or the conditions must
be fulfilled as described in Annex L

In addition. for direct cost categories (e.g. personnel" travel & subsistence, subcontracting and other
direct costs) only costs that are directly linked to the action implementation and can therefore be

attributed to it directly are eligible. They must not include any indirect costs (i.e. costs that are only
indirectly linked to the action, e.g. via cost drivers).

6.2 Specific eligibility conditions for each budget category

For each budget category, the specific eligibility conditions are as follows

Direct costs

A. Personnel costs

A.l Costs for employees (or equivalent) are eligible as personnel costs if they fulfil the general

eligibilify conditions and are related to personnel working for the beneficiary under an employment
contract (or equivalent appointing act) and assigned to the action.

They must be limited to salaries, social security contributions, taxes and other costs linked to the

(ii)

(iii)



! Associ ated w i tn o oc .lnlEfi kF A'-"t d!bd! l$r U&l g' urbA zrzo z z

remuneration, if they arise from national law or the employment contract (or equivalent appointing
act) and be calculated on the basis of the costs actuallf incurred, in accordance with the fbllowing
method:

{daily rate for the person

nrultiplied by

number ofday-equivalents lvorked on the action (rounded up or down to the nearest half-dal')).

The daily rate rnust be calculated as:

{annual persorrnel costs for the person

divided by

215 ).

The number of day-equivalents declared for a person must be identifiable and verifiable (see

Article 20).

The total number of day-equivalents declared in EU grants, for a person for a year, cannot be higher
than 2l 5.

The personnel costs may also include supplementary pa)'ments for personnel assigned to the action

linciuciing payments on thc basis of suppiementary contracts regarciiess of'their nature). it':

- it is parl of the beneficiary's usual remuneration practices and is paid in a consistent manner
whenever the same kind of work or exper-tise is required

- the criteria used to calculate the supplementary payments are objective and generally applied
by the beneficiary,. regardless of the source of funding used.

A.2 and A.3 Costs for natural persons working under a direct contract other than an employment
contract and costs for seconded persons by a third party against payment are also eligible as

personnel costs, if they are assigned to the action. fulfilthe general eligibilify conditions and:

(a) work under conditions similar to those of an employee (in particular regarding the way the
work is organised. the tasks that are performed and the premises where they are performed) and

(b) the result of the work belongs to the beneficiary (unless agreed otherwise).

They must be calculated on the basis of a rate which corresponds to the costs actually incurred fbr
the direct contract or secondment and must not be significantly different from those for personnel

performing similar tasks under an employment contract with the beneficiary.

A.4 The work of SME owners for the action (i.e. owners of beneficiaries that are small and medium-

sized enterprisesr0 not receiving a salary) or natural person beneficiaries (i.e. beneficiaries that are

r0 For the definition, see Conrmission Recornmendation 2003/361/EC: nricro, snrall or nrediunr-sized enterprise (SME)

are enterprises

engaged in an econonric activity. irrespective oftheir legal lorm lincluding. in particular, self- enrployed persons

and family businesses engaged in craft or other activities, and partnerships or associations regularly engaged

in an economic activity) and
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natural persons not receiving a salary) may be declared as personnel costs, if they fulfil the general

eligibiliry conditions and are calculated as unit costs in accordance with the method set out in Annex
2a.

A.5 The work of volunteers for the action (i.e. persons who freely work for an organisation. on a

non-compulsory basis and withoLrt being paid) may be declared as personnel costs, if and as declared
eligible in the callconditions, if they fulfilthe general eligibility conditions and are calculated as unit
costs in accordance with the method set out in Annex 2a.

They

may not exceed the maximurn amount fbr volunteers fbr the action (which corresponds to 50%o

of the total (ineligible and eligible) project costs and contributions estimated in the proposal)

may not exceed the maximum amount for volunteers for each beneficiary set out in Annex 2

may not make the maximum EU contribution to costs higher than the total eligible costs without
volunteers.

If also indirectcosts forvolunteers are declared eligible in the call conditions. the amountof indirect
costs may be added to the volunteers costs category in Annex 2,atthe flat-rate set out in Point E.

b. Subcontractlngcosts

Subcontracting costs fbr the action (including related duties. taxes and charges, such as non-
deductible or non-refundable value added tax (VAT)) are eligible, if they are calculated on the basis
of the costs actually incurred. hrlfil the general eligibility conditions and are alvarded using the
beneficiary's usual purchasing practices 

- 
provided these ensure subcontracts with best value fbr

money (or if appropriate the lowest price) and that there is no confl ict of interests (see Artic le I 2).

Beneficiaries that are 'contracting authorities/entities' within the meaning of the EU Directives on
public procurement must also comply with the applicable national law on public procurement.

Subcontracting may cover only a limited pan of the action.

The tasks to be subcontracted and the estimated cost for each subcontract must be set out in Annex I

and the total estimated costs of subcontracting per beneficiary must be set out in Annex 2 (or may
be approved ex post in the periodic repoft, if the use of subcontracting does not entail changes to the
Agreement which would call into question the decision awarding the grant or breach the principle of
equal treatment of applicants; 'simplified approval procedure').

C. Purchase costs

Purchase costs fbr the action (including related duties, taxes and charges, such as non-deductible or
non-refundable value added tax (VAT)) are eligible if they fulfil the general eligibility conditions and

are bought using the beneficiary's usual purchasing practices - provided these ensure purchases with

ernploying fewer than 250 persons (expressed in 'annual rvorking units' as defined in Article 5 of the
Recontnrendation) and which have an annual tunlover not exceeding EUR 50 million, and/or an arrnual balance
sheet total not exceeding EUR 43 million.
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best value for money (or if appropriate the lowest price) and that there is no conflict of interests (see

Article l2).

Beneficiaries that are 'contracting authorities/entities' within the meaning of the EU Directives on
public procurement must also comply with the applicable national law on public procurement.

C.l Travel and subsistence

Purchases for travel, accommodation and subsistence must be calcr.rlated as follolvs:

- travel: on the basis of the costs actually incurred and in line with the beneficiary's usual
practices on travel

- accommodation: on the basis of the costs actually incurred and in line with the beneficiary's
usual practices on travel

- subsistence: or1 the basis of the costs actually incurred and in line with the beneficiary's usual
practices on travel .

C.2 Equipment

Purchases of equipment, infrastructure or other assets specifically for the action (or developed as

nart of fhe action tasks) may he rleclared a* fLrll r-'apitalised cr-rsts if thev lrrlfilfhe elisihilifv t-'nnrJiticrns
.^^ I ; ^.hl - +,- thoi. .a.^-^ti.,- azrcr notr-^.rri r'<.

' Capital ised costs' means:

- costs incurred in the purchase or fbr the development of the equipment, intl'astructure or other
assets and.

- which are recorded under a fixed asset account of the beneficiary in compliance with
international accounting standards and the beneficiary's usual cost accounting practices.

If such equipment, infrastructure or other assets are rented or leased, full costs for renting or leasing
are eligible, if they do not exceed the depreciation costs of similar equiprnent, infrastructure or assets

and do not include any financing fees.

C.3 Other goods, works and services

Purchases of other goods, works and services must be calculated on the basis of the costs actually
incurred.

Such goods, works and services include. for instance. consumables and supplies, promotion.
dissemination. protection of results. translations, publications, certificates and financial guarantees.

if required under the Agreement.

D. Other cost categories

D.l Financial support to third parties

Costs for providing financial support to third parties (in the form of grants, prizes or similar
forms of support; if any) are eligible. if and as declared eligible in the call conditions. if they fulfil the
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general eligibility conditions, are calculated on the basis of the costs actually incurred and the support
is implemented in accordance with tlre conditions set out in Annex I.

These conditions must ensure objective and transparent selection procedures and include at least the
following:

(a) lor grants (or sirnilar):

(i) the maximum amount of financial support for each third party ('recipient')rthis arnount
may not exceed the amount set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 3) or otherwise agreed

with the granting authority

(ii) the criteria for calculating the exact amount of the financial support

(iii) the different types of activity that qualifu for financial support, on the basis of a closed list

(iv) the persons or categories of persons that will be supported and

(v) the criteria and procedures for giving financial support

(b) for prizes (or similar):

(i) the elisibilitl'and award criteria

(ii) the amount of the prize and

(iii) the payrnent arrangements.

D.2 Land purchase

Costs for land purchase from private entities (or long-term lease of land orone-off compensations for
land use rights) are eligible, if and as declared eligible in the call conditions, if they fultilthe general

eligibility conditions, are calculated on the basis of the costs actually incurred and:

(a) the purchase will contribute to improving, maintaining and restoring the integrity of the

Natura 2000 network set up pursuant to Article 3 of Directive92l43lEEC. including through
improving connectivity by the creation of corridors. stepping stones, or other elements of green

infrastructure

(b) land purchase is the only or most cost-effective way of achieving the desired conservation
outcome

(c) the land purchased is reserved in the long term fbr uses consistent with the specific objectives
of the LIFE Programme

(d) the Member State concerned ensures, by way of transfer or otherwise. the long-term assignment

of such land to nature conservation purposes and the beneficiary documents this by ensuring
that:

(i) the entry into the land register includes a condition that the land will be assigned

defi nitively to nature conservation

(ii) oq if there is no land register or such a condition is not possible under national law, that

t'
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such a condition is either included in the land sale contract or guaranteed by equivalent
means

(e) fbr land purchases by private entity beneticiaries: the beneficiaries ensure the long-term
conservation by ensuring that:

(i) the entry into the land register includes a condition that. in case of their dissolution
or incapacity to rnanage the land according to nature conservation requirements. the
property will be transferred to an entity primarily active in the field of nature protection

(ii) or, if there is no land register or such a condition is not possible under national law, that
such a condition is either included in the land sale contract or guaranteed by equivalent
means

(f) for purchases of partial rights: the entry into the land register duly reflects the long-term nature
conservation objectives and the requirements set out in this Article

(g) for land purchased to be exchanged at a later date for another parcel on which the action will
be undertaken: the exchange is carried out before the end ofthe action and the land exchanged
complies with the requirements set out in this Article

(h) for long-tenn leases: the lease is of at least 20 years and includes provisions and comnritments
tliat ciisiiic ilic aeliicvsrttcrtt oi-its objcetivcs irr i.crrirs ui-irabiiat aritl spccics 1-rroiceliorr.

This cost will not be taken into account for the indirect cost flat-rate.

Indirect costs

E. Indirect costs

Indirect costs will be reimbursed at the flat-rate of 7o/, of the eligible direct costs (categories A-D,
except volunteers costs and exempted specific cost categories. if any).

Contributions

\rii,Lit!tI ti r-tir{,:

6.3 Ineligible costs and contributions

The following costs or contributions are ineligible:

(a) costs or contributions that do not cornply with the conditions set out above (Article 6.1 and

6.2), in particular:

(i) costs related to return on capital and dividends paid by a beneficiary

(ii) debt and debt service charges

(iii) provisions for future losses or debts

(iv) interest owed

(v) currency exchange losses
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(vi) bank costs charged by the beneficiary's bank for transfers from the granting authority

(vii) excessive or reckless expenditure

(viii) deductible or refundable VAT (including VAT paid by public bodies acting as public
authorify)

(ix) costs incurred or contributions for activities implemented during grant agreement
suspension (see Arricle 3l)

(x) in-kind contributions by third parties

(b) costs or contributions declared under other EU grants (or grants awarded by an EU Member
State, non-EU country or other body implementing the EU budget), except for the following
CASCS:

i i i \'. ii-i l\ .1..1i,,i'l.1 rl''i,-iiririi'-.;irj.

(ii) if the action grant is combined with an operating grantrr running during the same period
and the beneficiary can demonstrate that the operating grant does not cover any (direct

or indirect) costs of the action grant

(c) costs or coniributions ibr staiioi'a rrationai 1or legionairiocail aciministration. fbr activities tirat
are part of the admlnlstratron s normal actlvrtles (r.e. not undertaken only because ot'the grant)

(d) costs or contributions (especially travel and subsistence) for stalf or representatives of E,U
institutions. bodies or agencies

(e) other :

ii i !.i;i,i tlir'_\. r',-'.ri'i,-li 'it. l1:' ,-1li.tii.i.t s:,:i., tl ,i rirrrlt..il,ia

(ii) costs or contributions declared specifically ineligible in the call conditions.

6.4 Consequencesofnon-compliance

If a beneficiary declares costs or contributions that are ineligible, they will be rejected (see Article 27)

This may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.

CHAPTER 4 GRANT IMPLEMENTATION

SECTION I CONSORTIUM: BENEFICIARIES, AFFILIATED ENTITIES AND OTHER
PARTICIPANTS

ARTICLE 7 - BENEFICIARIES

rl Forthe definition. see Article 180(2Xb) of EU Financial Regulation 201811046: 'operatinggrant'means an EU grant
to finance "the tirnctioning of a body which has an objective tbrming part of and supporting an EU policy".
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'The beneficiaries, as signatories ofthe Agreement, are fully responsible towards the granting authority
fbr implementing it and fbr corlplying with all its obligations.

'They nrust inrplement the Agreement to their best abilities, in good fbith and in accordance with all
rhe obligations and terms and conditions it sets out.

'They must have the appropriate resources to implement the action and implement the action under
fheir own responsibility and in accordance with Article ll. If they rely on affiliated entities or other
par-ticipants (see Articles 8 and 9), they retain sole responsibility towards the granting authority and
the other benefi ciaries.

They are jointly responsible fbr the technicctl irnplementation of the action. If one of the beneflciaries
fails to implement their part of the action. the other beneficiaries must ensure that this part is
implemented by someone else (without being entitled to an increase of the maximum grant amount
and subject to an amendment: see Article 39).The.financial responsibility of each beneficiary in case

of recoveries is governe d by Article 22.

The beneficiaries (and their action) rnust remain eligible under the EU programme funding the grant
fbr the entire duration of the action. Costs and contributions will be eligible only as long as the
beneficiary and the action are eligible.

The internal roles and responsibilities of the beneficiaries are divided as fbllows:

(a) bacn Denelrcrary must

(i) keep inlorrnation stored in the Portal Participant Register up to date (see Article l9)

(ii) inform the granting authority (and the other beneficiaries) irnmediately of any events or
circumstances likely to aft-ect significantly or delay the implementation of the action (see

Article l9)

(iii) submit to the coordinator in good time:

- the prefinancing guarantees (if required; see Article 23)

- the financial statements and certificates on the financial statements (CFS) (if
required; see Articles 2l and24.2 and Data Sheet. Point 4.3)

- the contribution to the deliverables and technical reports (see Article 2l)

- any other documents or information required by the granting authority under the
Agreement

(iv) submit via the Portal data and information related to the participation of their affiliated
entities.

(b) The coordinator must

(i) monitor that the action is implemented properly (see Article ll)

(ii) act as the intermediary for all communications between the consortium and the granting
authority. unless the Agreement or granting authority specifies otherwise, and in
particular:

_rt
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- submit the prefinancing guarantees to the granting authority (if any)

- request and review any documents or infonration required and verily their quality
and completeness before passing them on to the granting authority

- submit the deliverables and reports to the granting authority

- inform the granting authority about the payments made to the other beneficiaries
(reporl on the distribution of payments: if required, see Articles22 and32)

(iii) distribute the payments received frorn the granting authorify to the other beneficiaries
without unjustified delay (see Article 22).

The coordinator may not delegate or subcontract the above-mentioned tasks to any other beneficiary
or third party (including affiliated entities).

However, coordinators which are public bodies may delegate the tasks set out in Point (b)(ii) last
indent and (iii) above to entities with 'authorisation to administer' which they have created or which
are controlled by or affiliated to them. In this case, the coordinator retains sole responsibility for the
payments and for compliance with the obligations under the Agreement.

Moreol'er. coordinators which are'sole beneficiaries'll 1or sinrilar, such as European research
itif-ia.ii"iictufc Coitst)iiici (tRICr)) rii.ri elclcgatc ilic lasks sci oiji iii Puiiii (ir)(i) iu (iii) abovc i.o uits trf
rheir nrcnrbcrs. Thc coorciinaror rerains soie responsibiiiry ior cornpiiance lvith the obiigarir-rns uncier
the Agreement.

The beneficiaries mLrst have internal arrangements regarding their operation and co-ordination. to
ensure that the action is implemented properly.

If required by the granting authority (see Data Sheet, Point l), these arrangements must be set out in
a written consortium agreement between the beneficiaries, covering for instance:

- the internal organisation of the consortium

- the management of access to the Portal

- different distribution keys for the payments and financial responsibilities in case of recoveries
(if any)

- additional rules on rights and obligations related to background and results (see Article l6)

- settlement of internal disputes

- liability, indemnification and confidentiality arrangements between the beneficiaries.

The internal arrangements must not contain any provision contrary to this Agreement.

\ l{ l l{ '1 .1. x - \ }.'l- l l.l \1- F,l) t:. \'t't il ti.s

lr For the definition. see Article 187(2) EU Financial Regulation 201811046: "Where several entities satisf, the criteria
for being arvalded a grant and together form one entity. that entity nray be treated as the sole beneficiary, including
where it is specifically established tbl the purpose of implementing the action financed by the grant."
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ARTICLE 9 - OTHER PARTICIPANTS INVOLVED IN THE ACTION

9.1 Associatedpartners

The following entities which cooperate with a beneficiary will participate in the action as'associated
partners':

MINISTARSTVO GOSPODARSTVA I ODRZIVOG RAZVOJA (MINGOR), PIC
9r6533310

Associated partners must implement the action tasks attributed to them in Annex I in accordance with
Article I I . They may not charge costs or contributions to the action and the costs for their tasks are
not eligible.

The tasks must be set out in Annex I

The beneficiaries must ensure that their contractual obligations under Articles I I (proper
implementation). l2 (conflict of interests). l3 (confidentiality and security). l4 (ethics). 17.2
(visibility), l8(specificrulesfbrcarryingoutaction), l9(infonnation)and20(record-keeping)also
apply to the associated partners.

The benetlciaries mustensure that the bodies mentioned in Article 25 (e.g. granting authorit)'. Ol.AF.
Courl of Auditors (ECA). etc.) can exercise their rights also towards the associated parlners.

9.2 Third parties giving in-kind contributions to the action

Other third parties nray give in-kind contributions to the action (i.e. personnel, equipment, other goods,
works and services, etc. which are 1'ree-oflcharge), ilnecessary for the implementation.

Third parties giving in-kind contributions do not implement any action tasks. They may not charge
costs or contributions to the action and the costs for the in-kind contributions are not eligible.

The third parties and their in-kind contributions should be set out in Annex L

9.3 Subcontractors

Subcontractors may participate in the action. if necessary for the implementation.

Subcontractors must implement their action tasks in accordance with Article IL The costs for the
subcontracted tasks (invoiced price from the subcontractor) are eligible and may be charged by the
beneficiaries, under the conditions set out in Article 6. The costs will be included in Annex 2 as parl
of the beneficiaries' costs.

The beneficiaries must ensure that their contractual obligations under Articles ll (proper
irnplernentation), l2 (conflict of interest), l3 (confidentiality and security), l4 (ethics), 17.2
(visibility). l8(specificrulesforcarryingoutaction), l9(information)and20(record-keeping)also
apply to the subcontractors.

The beneficiaries must ensure that the bodies mentioned in Amicle 25 (e.9. granting authorify, OLAF.
Court of Auditors (ECA). etc.) can exercise their rights also towards the subcontractors.
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9.4 Recipients of financial support to third parties

If the action includes providing financial suppoft to third pafties (e.g. grants, prizes or similar fbrms of
support). the beneficiaries must ensure that their contractual obligations under Articles l2 (contlict of
interest). l3(confidentialityandsecurity). l4(ethics),17.2(visibility). l8(specificrulesforcarrying
out action). l9 (inforrnation) and 20 (record-keeping)also apply to the third parties receiving the
suppoft (recipients).

The beneficiaries must also ensure that the bodies mentioned in Article 25 (e.g. granting authority.
OLAF, Court of Auditors (ECA), etc.) can exercise their rights also towards the recipients.

ARTICLE IO - PARTICIPANTS WITH SPECIAL STATUS

l0.f Non-EUparticipants

Participants which are established in a non-EU country (if any) undertake to comply with their
obligations under the Agreement and:

- to respect general principles (including fundamental rights, values and ethical principles,
environmental and labour standards, rules on classified infbrmation, intellectual property
rights. visibilitv of funding and protection of personal data)

for the submission of certiflcates under Article 24: to use qualified external auditors which

are independent and cornply with cornparable standards as those set out in EU Directive

2006143lECtl

fbr the controls under Article 25: to allow for checks. reviews. audits and investigations
(including on-the-spot checks. visits and inspections) by the bodies mentioned in that Article
(e.g. granting authority, OLAF, Court of Auditors (ECA), etc.).

Special rules on dispute settlement apply (see Data Sheet, Point 5).

10.2 Participants which are international organisations

Participants which are international organisations (lOs: if any) undertake to comply with their
obligations under the Agreement and:

- to respect general principles (including fundamental rights" values and ethical principles.
environmental and labour standards. rules on classit.ied information, intellectual property
rights, visibility of funding and protection of personal data)

- fbr the submission of certificates under Article 24: to use either independent public officers or
external auditors which comply with comparable standards as those set out in EU Directive
2006143|EC

for the controls under Article 25: to allow for the checks. reviews. audits and investigations
by the bodies mentioned in that Article, taking into account the specific agreements concluded
by them and the EU (if any).

rr Directive 20061431EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of l7 May 2006 on statutory audits of annual
accounts and consolidated accounts or sim ilar national regulations (OJ L I 57, 9.6.2006, p. 87 ).



! A s s o c i a te d w, t' o o c #l E'fi kS Ar-"' &M9 I $r USI 9' urb,0 
zr z o z z

For such pafticipants, nothing in the Agreement will be interpreted as a waiver of their privileges or
irnntunities, as accorded by their constituent documents or international law.

Special rules on applicable law and dispute settlement apply (see Article 43 and Data Sheet. Point 5).

10.3 Pillar-assessed participants

Pillar-assessed participants (if any) may rely on their own systems. rules and procedures, in so f-ar as

they have been positively assessed and do not call into question the decision awarding the grant or
breach the principle of equal treatment of applicants or beneficiaries.

'Pillar-assessnlent' means a review by the European Commissiorr on the systems. rules and procedures
which participants use for managing EU grants (in particular internal control system, accounting
system. external audits. financing of third parties. rules on recovery and exclusion. inlormation on
recipients and protection of personal data; see Article 154 EU Financial Regulation 201811046).

Participants with a positive pillar assessment may rely on their own systems, rules and procedures,
in particular for:

- record-keeping (Article 20): ma1, be done in accordance with internal standards, rules and
procedures

e uil'cne) euil!cr'sron lof ilnanctal slalcnlcllt5 (Aftlclc / lr: nra) Dc uonc tn accoroancc wt[n
tusuai accorrnting practrces

guarantees (Article 23): for public law bodies, prefinancing guarantees are not needed

certitlcates (Aft icle 24)

certiflcates on the financial statements (CFS): may be provided by their regular internal
or external auditors and in accordance with their internal financial regulations and
procedures

certiflcates on usual accounting practices (CoMUC): are not needed if those practices
are covered by an ex-ante assessment

and use the following specific rules. for

recoveries (Article 22):in case of financialsupportto third parties. there will be no recovery if
the participant has done everything possible to retrieve the undue amounts from the third party
receiving the support (including legal proceedings) and non-recovery is not due to an error or
negligence on its part

checks, reviews, audits and investigations by the EU (Article 25): will be conducted taking
into account the rules and procedures specifically agreed between them and the fi'amework
agreement (if any)

impact evaluation (Article 26): will be conducted in accordance with the participant's internal
rules and procedures and the framework agreement (if any)

grant agreement suspension (Article 3l): certain costs incurred during grant suspension are

eligible (notably, rninirnum costs necessary for a possible resumption of the action and costs
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relating to contracts which were entered into befbre the pre-information letter was received and
which could not reasonably be suspended, reallocated ortenninated on legal grounds)

grant agreenrent tennination (Article 32): the final grant amount and final payment will be
calculated taking into account also costs relating to contracts due for execution only after
termination takes effect, if the contract was entered into before the pre-information letter was
received and could not reasonably be terminated on legal grounds

liability fbr damages (Article 33.2): the granting authority must be compensated tbr damage
it sustains as a result of the implementation of the action or because the action was not
implemented in full compliance with the Agreement only if the damage is due to an
infringement of the participant's internal rules and procedures or due to a violation of third
parties' rights by the participant or one of its employees or individual for whom the ernployees
are responsible.

Pafticipants whose pillar assessment covers procurement and granting procedures may also do
purchases, subcontracting and financial support to third parties (Article 6.2) in accordance with their
internal rules and procedures for purchases, subcontracting and financial support.

Participants whose pillar assessment covers data protection rules may rely on their internal standards.
rules and procedures for data protection (Arricle l5).

I'he participants ma) however not rely on provisions which would breach the principle ot'equal
treatrnent of applicants or beneflciaries or call intrr question the decision au'arding the grant. such as

in particular:

el igibil iti,' (Article 6)

consortium roles and set-up (Articles 7-9)

security and ethics (Articles 13, l4)

IPR (including background and results, access rights and rights of use), communication.
dissemination and visibility (Articles l6 and l7)

information obligation (Article I 9)

payment, reporting and amendments (Articles2l.22 and 39)

rejections, reductions" suspensions and terminations (Articles 27.28,29-32)

If the pillar assessment was subject to remedial measures. reliance on the internal systems, rules and
procedures is subject to compliance with those remedial measures.

Participants whose assessment has not yet been updated to cover (the new rules on) data protection
rnay rely on their internal systems, rules and procedures, provided that they ensure that personal data is:

- processed lawfully, t-airly and in a transparent manner in relation to tlre data subject

- collected fbr specified, explicit and legitimate purposes and not further processed in a manner
that is incompatible with those purposes
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adequate, relevant and lirnited to what is necessary in relation to the purposes for which they
are processed

accurate and, where necessary, kept up to date

kept in a form which permits identit'ication of data subjects for no longerthan is necessary fbr
the purposes for which the data is processed and

processed in a manner that ensures appropriate security of the personal data.

Participants must inform the coordinator without delay of any changes to the systems. rules and
procedures that were part of the pillar assessment. The coordinator must irnmediately infbrm the
granting authority.

Pillar-assessed participants that have also concluded a fi'amework agreement with the EU, rnay
moreover- under the same conditions as those above (i.e. not call into question the decision awarding
the grant or breach the principle of equal treatment of applicants or beneficiaries) - rely on the
provisions set out in that framework agreement.

SECTION 2 RULES FOR CARRYING OUT THE ACTION

anTt^r F rrAl(l lL Lr- ll 
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f l.l Obligation to properly implement the action

The beneficiaries must implement the action as described in Annex I and in compliance with the
provisions of the Agreement. the call conditions and all legal obligations under applicable EU.
international and national law.

ll.2 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaclres any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced (see

Article 28).

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.

ARTICLE 12 - CONFLICT OF INTERESTS

12.l Conflict of interests

The beneficiaries must take all measures to prevent any situation where the impartial and objective
implementation of the Agreement could be compromised for reasons involving family. emotional life.
political or national affinity. economic interest or any other direct or indirect interest ('conflict of
interests').

They must formally notily the granting authorify without delay of any situation constituting or likely
to lead to a conflict of interests and irnrlediately take all the necessary steps to rectily this situation.

The granting authority rnay verifu that the measures taken are appropriate and may require additional
measures to be taken by a specified deadline.
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12.2 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced (see

Article 28) and the grant or the beneficiary may be terminated (see Article 32).

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.

ARTICLE 13 - CONFIDENTIALITY AND SECURITY

13.l Sensitiveinformation

The parties must keep confidential any data, documents or other material (in any form) that is identified
as sensitive in writing ('sensitive information') - during the implementation of the action and for at
least until the time-limit set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 6).

If a beneficiary requests, the granting authority may agree to keep such information confidential for
a longer period.

Unless otherwise agreed between the parties. they may use sensitive information only to implement
the Agreement.

The benef.iciaries may disclose sensitive information to their personnel or other participants involved
in the action only if they:

(a) need to know it in order to implement the Agreement and

(b) are bound by an obligation of confidentiality.

The granting authority may disclose sensitive information to its staff and to other EU institutions and

bodies.

It may moreover disclose sensitive information to third parties, if:

(a) this is necessary to implement the Agreement or safeguard the EU financial interests and

(b) the recipients of the information are bound by an obligation of confidentiality.

The confidentiality obligations no longer apply if:

(a) the disclosing party agrees to release the other party

(b) the information becomes publicly available, without breaching any confidentiality obligation

(c) the disclosure of the sensitive information is required by EU, international or national law.

Specific confidentiality rules (if any) are set out in Annex 5.

13.2 Classified information

31
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The parties must handle classified information in accordance with the applicable EU, international or
national law on classified information (in particular, Decision 2015/4441t and its implementing rules).

Deliverables which contain classified information must be submitted according to special procedures

agreed with the granting authority.

Action tasks involving classified information may be subcontracted only after explicit approval (in
writing) frorn the granting authority.

Classified infomation may not be disclosed to any third party (including participants involved in the
action implementation) without prior explicit written approval from the granting authority.

Specific security rules (if any) are set out in Annex 5.

13.3 Consequencesofnon-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced (see

Article 28).

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.

ARTICLE 14 - ETHICS AND VALUES

14.l Ethics

The action must be carried out in line with the highest ethical standards and the applicable EU,
international and national law on ethical principles.

Specific ethics rules (if any) are set out in Annex 5.

14.2 Values

The beneficiaries must commit to and ensure the respect of basic EU values (such as respect for
human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and human rights, including the rights
of minorities).

Specific rules on values (if any) are set out in Annex 5.

14.3 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced (see

Article 28).

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.

ARTICLE 15 - DATA PROTECTION

15.1 Data processing by the granting authority

la Conrmission Decision 20l5l444lEc, Euratonr of l3 March 20l5 on the security rules for protecting EU classified
information (OJ L 72, 17.3.2015, p. 53).

)/
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Any personal data under the Agreement will be processed under the responsibility of the data
controller of the granting authority in accordance with and for the purposes set out in the Portal Privacy
Statement.

For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission. an EU regulatory or executive

agency, joint undertaking or other EU body, the processing will be subject to Regulation 2018/l725ts.

15.2 Data processing by the beneficiaries

The beneficiaries must process personal data under the Agreement in compliance with the applicable

EU, international and national law on data protection (in particular. Regulation 20161679t\.

They must ensure that personal data is:

- processed lawfully, fairly and in a transparent manner in relation to the data subjects

- collected for specified, explicit and legitimate purposes and not further processed in a manner
that is incompatible with those purposes

adequate, relevant and limited to what is necessary in relation to the purposes for which they
are processed

accurate and, where necessary, kept up to date

kept in a form which permits identif-ication of data subjects fbr no longer tlran is necessary for
the purposes for which the data is processed and

processed in a manner that ensures appropriate security of the data.

The beneficiaries may grant their personnel access to personal data only if it is strictly necessary
for implementing, managing and monitoring the Agreement. The beneficiaries must ensure that the
personnel is under a confidentiality obligation.

The beneficiaries must inform the persons whose data are transferred to the granting authority and
provide thern with the Portal Privacy Statement.

15.3 Consequences ofnon-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article. the grant may be reduced (see

Article 28).

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.

ARTICLE 16 - INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS (IPR) - BACKGROUND AND
RESULTS _ACCESS RIGHTS AND RIGHTS OF USE

ri Regulation (EU)201811725 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October'2018 on the plotection of
natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies
arrd on the free movenrent of such data, and repealing Regulation (EC) No 4512001 and Decision No 1247l2002lEC
(OI L 2e5,21.1 1.201 8, p. 39).

r6 Regulation (EU)20161679 of the European Parlianrent and of the Council of 27 April 20 l6 on the protection of natural
persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data. and repealing Directive
95t46lEC ( 'GDPR') (OJ L I I 9, 4.5.20 I 6, p. I ).

ll
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l6.l Background and access rights to background

The beneflciaries nrust give eaclr other and the other participants access to the background identified
as needed tbr implementirrg the action, subject to any specific rules in Annex 5.

'Background' means any data. know-how or infbrmation - whatever its fbrm or nature (tangible or
intangible). including any rights such as intellectual propefty rights - that is:

(a) held by the beneficiaries before they acceded to the Agreement and

(b) needed to implement the action or exploit the results.

If background is subject to rights of a third party, the beneficiary concerned must ensure that it is able
to comply with its obligations under the Agreement.

16.2 Ownership of results

The granting authority does not obtain ownership of the results produced under the action.

'Results' means any tangible or intangible effect of the action. such as data. know-how or information.
w'hatever its fbrm or natllre, whether or not it can be protected. as well as any rights attached to it.
including intellcctual property rights.

I O.J t(rgllrs ol usc ol tne g,ranung, autnorrt)' olr nratcnarsr uocunlr
received for policy, information, communication, dissemination and publicity purposes

The grantins authority has the right to use non-sensitive information relating to the action and

nraterials and documents received fiom the beneficiaries (notably summaries fbr publication,
deliverables, as well as any other material, such as pictures or audio-visual material, in paper or
electronic form) tbr policy, information. communication. dissemination and publicity pllrposes 

-during the action or afterwards.

The rightto use the beneflciaries'materials. doorments and information is granted in the form of a
royalty-free, non-exclusive and irrevocable licence, which includes the following rights:

(a) use for its own purposes (in particulaq making them available to persons working for the
granting authority or any other EU service (including institutions, bodies, offices, agencies,

etc.) or EU Member State institution or body; copying or reproducing them in whole or in part.
in unlimited numbers; and communication through press information services)

(b) distribution to the public (in particular. publication as hard copies and in electronic or digital
format, publication on the internet. as a downloadable or non-downloadable file. broadcasting
by any channel, public display or presentation, communicating through press infbrmation
services, or inclusion in widely accessible databases or indexes)

(c) editing or redrafting (including shortening, surrrrarising. inserting other elements (e.g.

meta-data, legends. other graphic, visual. audio or text elements). extracting parts (e.g. audio
or video files), dividing into parts. use in a compilation)

(d) translation

(e) storage in papeq electronic or other form
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(f) archiving. in line with applicable document-management rules

(g) the right to authorise third parties to act on its behalf or sub-license to third parties the modes
oluse set out in Points (b).(c).(d) and (f). if needed forthe infbrnration, communication and
publicity activity of the granting authority'

(h) processing. analysing, aggregating the materials, docurnents and information received and
producing derivative works.

The rights of use are granted for the whole duration of the industrial or intellectual property rights
concerned.

If materials or documents are subject to rnoral rights or third party rights (including intellectual
property rights or rights of natural persons on their inrage and voice), the beneficiaries must ensure

that they comply with their obligations under this Agreement (in pafticular, by obtaining the necessary

licences and authorisations from the rights holders concerned).

Where applicable, the granting authority will insert the following information:

" - [year] - [name of the copyright owner]. All rights reserved. Licensed to the [name of glanting authority]
under corrditions."

16.4 Specific rules on IPR. results anrl hackqround

Specific rules regardin,q intellectual property' rights. results and background (if any') are set out in
Annex 5.

16.5 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article. the grant may be reduced (see

Article 28).

Such a breach rnay also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.

ARTICLE 17 - COMMUNICATION, DISSEMINATION AND VISIBILITY

17.l Communication - Dissemination - Promoting the action

Unless otherw'ise agreed with the granting authority, the beneficiaries must promote the action and its
results by providing targeted infbrmation to multiple audiences (including the media and the public).
in accordance with Annex I and in a strategic, coherent and effective manner.

Before engaging in a communication or dissemination activity expected to have a major media impact,
the beneficiaries must inform the granting authority.

17.2 Visibility - European flag and funding statement

Unless otherw-ise agreed with the granting authority, communication activities of the beneficiaries
related to the action (including media relations, conf-erences, seminars, inforrnation material, such as

brochures. leaflets. posters, presentations. etc., in electronic form, via traditional or social media. etc.).
dissemination activities and any infrastructure. equipment. vehicles, supplies or major result funded
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by the grant must acknowledge EU support and display the European flag (emblem) and funding
5tatement (translated into local languages, wlrere appropriate):

Funded by the
European Union

Co-funded by the
European Union

Funded by the
Fr rrnnaan I lnlnn

Co-funded by the
Fr rronpan I lninn- t --

The emblem must remain distinct and separate and cannot be modified by adding other visual
marks. brands or text.

Apart from the emblem, no other visual identity or logo may be used to highlight the EU support.

When displayed in association with other logos (e.g. of beneficiaries or sponsors). the ernblem must
be displayed at least as prominently and visibly as the other logos.

For the purposes of their obligations under this Article, the beneficiaries may use the emblem u,ithout
first obtaining approval from the granting authority. This does not, however, give them the right to
exclusive use. Moreover. they may not appropriate the emblem or any similar trademark or logo, either
by registration or by any other means.

17.3 Quality of information - Disclaimer

Any communication or dissemination activity related to the action must use factually accurate

information.

Moreover, it must indicate the following disclaimer (translated into local languages where
appropriate):

"Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only
and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or [nanre of the granting authoriry]. Neither
the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them."

17.4 Specific communication, dissemination and visibility rules

Specitic communication, dissernination and visibility rules (if any) are set out in Annex 5
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17.5 Consequences ofnon-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant rnay be reduced (see

Article 28).

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.

ARTICLE 18 - SPECIFIC RULES FOR CARRYING OUT THE ACTION

18.1 Specific rules for carrying out the action

Specific rules for implementing the action (if any) are set out in Annex 5.

18.2 Consequencesofnon-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced (see

Article 28).

Such a breach may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.

SECTION 3 GRANT ADMINISTRATION

ARTICLE 19 - GENERAL INFORMATION OBLIGATIONS

l9.l Information requests

The beneficiaries must provide 
- during the action or afterwards and in accordance with Article 7 -any information requested in order to veriff eligibility of the costs or contributions declared, proper

implementation of the action and compliance with the other obligations under the Agreement.

The information provided must be accurate, precise and complete and in the format requested,
including electronic format.

19.2 Participant Register data updates

The beneficiaries must keep - at all times, during the action or afterwards - their information stored
in the Portal Participant Register up to date, in particular, their name, address, legal representatives,
legal form and organisation type.

19.3 Information about events and circumstances which impact the action

The beneficiaries must immediately inform the granting authority (and the other beneficiaries) of any
of the following:

(a) events which are likely to affect ordelay the implernentation of the action oraffect the EU's
fi nancial interests. in particular:

(i) changes in their legal, financial, technical. organisational or ownership situation
(including changes linked to one of the exclusion grounds listed in the declaration of
honour signed before grant signature)

l7
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(b) circumstances at-l'ecting:

(i) the decision to award the grant or

(ii) compliance with requirements under the Agreement.

19.4 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article. the grant may be reduced (see

Article 28).

Such breaches may also lead to other rneasures described in Chapter 5.

ARTICLE 20 - RECORD-KEEPING

20.1 Keeping records and supporting documents

The beneficiaries must- at least until the time-limit set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 6) - keep
records and other supporting documents to prove the proper implementation of the action in line with
the accepted standards in the respective fleld (if any).

ln addrtrorl. tne benef lcranes nlust 
- 

tor tlre same penod 
- 

Keep the lollowlrlg to-lustrry' tlle anlounts
declared:

(a) for actual costs: adequate records and supporting documents to prove the costs declared (such

as contracts, subcontracts. invoices and accounting records); in addition. the beneficiaries'
usual accounting and internal control procedures must enable direct reconciliation between

the amounts declared, the amounts recorded in their accounts and the amounts stated in the
supporting documents

(b) fbr flat-rate costs and contributions (if any): adequate records and supporting documents to
prove the eligibility of the costs or contributions to which the flat-rate is applied

(c) for the following simplified costs and contributions: the beneficiaries do not need to keep

specific records on the actual costs incurred, but must keep:

(i) for unit costs and contributions (if any): adequate records and supporting documents to
prove the number of units declared

(ii) fbr lurnp sum costs and contributions (if any): adequate records and supporting
documents to prove proper implementation of the work as described in Annex I

(iii) for financing not linked to costs (if any): adequate records and supporting documents
to prove the achievement of the results or the fulfilment of the conditions as described
in Annex I

(d) for unit. flat-rate and lurnp sum costs and contributions according to usual cost accounting
practices (if any): the beneficiaries must keep any adequate records and supporting documents

to prove that their cost accounting practices have been applied in a consistent manner, based on
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objective criteria, regardless of the source of funding. and that they comply with the eligibility
conditions set out in Articles 6.1 and 6.2.

Moreover. the following is needed lor specific budget categories

(e) fbr personnel costs: time worked for the beneficiary under the action must be supported
by declarations signed monthly by the person and their supervisor. unless another reliable
time-record system is in place; the granting authority rnay accept alternative evidence
supporting the time worked for the action declared. if it considers that it offers an adequate
level ofassurance

j't'..,.-',' : i'i,\ r,'r,lllr,, .-.ilt

The records and supporting documents must be made available upon request (see Article l9) or in the
context of checks. reviews, audits or investigations (see Article 25).

If there are on-going checks. reviews. audits. investigations, litigation or other pursuits of claims under
the Agreement (including the extension of findings; see Anicle 25). the beneficiaries must keep these
records and other supporting documentation until the end ofthese procedures.

The beneficiaries must keep the original documents. Digital and digitalised documents are considered
originals if they are authorised by the applicable national law. The granting authorit)'may accept
non-originai ciclcurnents iithey oil-er a comparabic ievei oiassurance.

20.2 Consequences of non-compliance

If a benet'iciarl' breaches anv olits obligations under this Article. cLrsts or contributions insLrfficiently
substantiated will be ineligible (see Article 6) and will be rejected (see Article 27). and the grant may
be reduced (see Article 28).

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.

ARTICLE 2I - REPORTING

2l.l Continuous reporting

The beneficiaries must continuously repoft on the progress of the action (e.g. deliverables,
milestones, outputs/outcomes, critical risks, indicators, etc; if any), in the Portal Continuous
Reporting tool and in accordance with the timing and conditions it sets out (as agreed with the granting
authority).

Standardised deliverables (e.g. progress repofts not linked to payments, reporls on cumulative
expenditure, special reports, etc; if any) must be submitted using the templates published on the Portal.

21.2 Periodic reporting: Technical reports and financial statements

In addition, the beneficiaries must provide reports to request payments, in accordance with the

schedule and modalities set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 4.2):

- for additional prefinancings (if any): an additional prefinancing report

- for interim payments (if any) and the final payment: a periodic report.

':' 
:)
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The prefinancing and periodic repofts include a technical and financial part.

The technical part includes an overview of the action implementation. It nrust be prepared using the
template available in the Portal Periodic Reporting tool.

The financial part of the additional prefinancing report includes a statement on the use of the previous
prefinancing payment.

The financial part of the periodic report includes:

- the financial statements (individual and consolidated; for all beneficiaries/affiliated entities)

- the explanation on the use of resources (or detailed cost reporting table" if required)

the certif-icates on the financial statements (CFS) (if requiredl see Article 24.2 and Data Sheet.

Point 4.3).

The financial statements must detail the eligible costs and contributions for each budget category
and. for the final payment, also the revenues for the action (see Articles 6 and 22).

All eligible costs and contributions incurred should be declared, even if they exceed the amounts
indicated in the estimated budget (see Annex 2). Amounts that are not declared in the individual
financial -statenlents rr ill not be taken into accor-rnt hv the s!'a.ntins authoritr,

By signing thc financial statements (directly in thc Portal Pcriodic Reporting tool), the bcneficiaries
confirnr that:

the intbrnration provided is corlplete, reliable and true

the costs and contributions declared are eligible (see Article 6)

the costs and contributions can be substantiated by adequate records and supporting documents
(see Article 20) that will be produced upon request (see Article l9) or in the context of checks.

reviews, audits and investigations (see Article 25)

forthe final periodic report:allthe revenues have been declared (if required; see Article 22).

Beneficiaries will have to submit also the financial statements of their affiliated entities (if any). In case

of recoveries (see Article22). beneficiaries will be held responsible also forthe financial statements

of their aff-iliated entities.

21.3 Currency for financial statements and conversion into euros

The financial statements must be drafted in euro.

Beneficiaries with general accounts established in a currency other than the euro must convert the

costs recorded in their accounts into euro, at the average of the daily exchange rates published in the C

series of the Official Journal o/'the European Union (ECB website), calculated over the corresponding
reporting period.

If no daily euro exchange rate is published inthe Official Jom'nalfor the currency in question. they
must be convefied at the average of the monthly accounting exchange rates published on the European

Cornmission website (lnforEuro), calculated over the corresponding reporting period.
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Beneficiaries with general accounts in euro must convert costs incurred in another currency into euro
according to their usual accounting practices.

21.4 Reportinglanguage

The reporting must be in the language of the Agreement, unless otherwise agreed r,vith the granting
authority (see Data Sheet, Point 4.2).

21.5 Consequences of non-compliance

If a report subrnitted does not comply with this Article. the granting authority rnay suspend the
payment deadline (see Article 29) and apply other measures described in Chapter 5.

If the coordinator breaches its reporting obligations. the granting authority may terminate the grant or
the coordinator's participation (see Article 32) or apply other measures described in Chapter 5.

ARTICLE 22 - PAYMENTS AND RECOVERIES - CALCULATION OF AMOUNTS
DUE

22.1 Payments and payment arrangements

Pa.".,nrent. will he nrar'le in Ar-'r-'rr1dlpr.'q'.r,ith the scheclLtle and nt,,'da.!ities -set rrut in ths f)ata Sheet lsee
D^i-t zl 1\

Thel'will be nrade in euro to the bank account indicated by the coordinator (see Data Sheet, Point 4.2)
and must be distributed without unjustified delay (restrictions may apply to distribution of the initial
prefinancing payment; see Data Sheet. Point 4.2).

Payments to this bank account will discharge the granting authority from its payment obligation.

The cost of payment transfers will be borne as follows:

- the granting authority bears the cost oftransfers charged by its bank

- the beneficiary bears the cost oftransfers charged by its bank

- the party causing a repetition of a transf-er bears allcosts of the repeated transfer.

Payments by the granting authority will be considered to have been carried out on the date w-hen they
are debited to its account.

22.2 Recoveries

Recoveries will be rnade, if - at beneficiary termination. final payment or alterwards - it turns out
that the granting authority has paid too much and needs to recover the amounts undue.

The general liability regime fbr recoveries (first-line liability) is as follows: At final payment, the
coordinator will be fully liable for recoveries, even if it has not been the final recipient of the undue
amounts. At beneficiary termination or after final payment, recoveries will be made directly against
the benefi ciaries concerned.

J

Beneficiaries will be fully liable for repaying the debts of their affiliated entities
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In case of enforced recoveries (see Article 22.4):

the beneficiaries will be jointly and severally liable fbr repaying debts of another beneticiary
under the Agreement (including late-payment interest), if required by the granting authority
(see Data Sheet. Point 4.4)

affiliated entities will be held liable for repaying debts of their beneficiaries under the
Agreement (including late-payment interest). if required by the granting authority (see

Data Sheet. Point 4.4).

22.3 Amounts due

22.3.1 Prefi nancing payments

The aim of the prefinancing is to provide the beneficiaries with a float.

It remains the property of the EU until the final payment.

For initial prefinancings (if any). the amount due. schedule and modalities are set out in the
Data Sheet (see Point 4.2).

For additional prefinancings (if an1'). the amount due, schedule and modalities are also set out in
rl. - F\^r^ ('1.,.r /,. , , D^;,.r t a\ I I ....., .,. ;l'r1.., -t^r^rrr 'rr ^rr rl.^ "... ^l'tl.- ,.'.^.,i^". '..-*;^^^^;-.'tll! uuld Jll!!t \Jtt r vlllt a.-,r. ttwrt!t!1. rr !lr! J!4lllll!tll utr !tt! uJv vr !lrv PlLrrvlrJ Pr!trrrdlr!rrls

payrrrcrrisiruwsiiraiicss titani0r'o wasuscti.i.lrearrruurriseiuuiirri.ircDai.aSlrcciuriil b",r..l.t"r.lL-y
the difTerence between Ihe 70%o threshold and the amount used.

Prefinancing payments (or parts of them) may be ofTset (without the beneficiaries'consent) against
amounts owed by a beneficiary to the granting authority - up to the amount due to that beneficiary.

For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission or an EU executive agency.

offsetting may also be done against amounts owed to other Comtnission services or executive
agencies.

Payments will not be made if the payment deadline or payments are suspended (see Articles 29 and
30).

22.3.2 Amount due at beneficiary termination - Recovery

In case of beneficiary termination, the granting authority will determine the provisional amount due

for the beneficiary concemed. Payments (if any) will be made with the next interim or final payment.

The amount due will be calculated in the following step:

Step I - Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution

Step I - Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution

The granting authority will first calculate the 'accepted EU contribution' for the beneficiary for all
reporting periods. by calculating the 'maximum EU contribution to costs' (applying the funding rate

to the accepted costs of the beneficiary). taking into account requests for a lower contribution to costs

and CFS threshold cappings (if any: see Article 24.5) and adding the contributions (accepted unit.
flat-rate or lump sum contributions and financing not linked to costs, if any).
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Atter that, the granting authority will take into account grant reductions (if any). The resulting amount
is the 'total accepted EU contribution' fbr the beneficiary.

The balance is then calculated by deducting the payments received (if any; see report on the
distribution of payments in Article 32), from the total accepted EU contribution:

{total accepted EU contribution lor the beneficiary

tntnus

{prefinancing and interim paynrents received 1ifanyl}}.

If the balance is positive. the amount will be included in the next interim or final payment to tlre
consoftium.

lf the balance is negative. it will be recovered in accordance with the following procedure:

The granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the beneficiary concerned:

- formally notifuing the intention to recover. the amount due. the amount to be recovered and
the reasons why and

- requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification.

lf "o otser.,ations ar srt'nrlttri! (or the gr':.nting:.Lrthorit;,drciiles to plrslre rrcor/rry ilespite the
observations it has received), it will cont'irnr the amount to be recovered and ask this arnount to be
paid to the coordinator (confirmation letter).

The amounts will later on also be taken into account lor the next interim or final payment.

22.3.3 Interim payments

Interim payments reimburse the eligible costs and contributions claimed for the implementation of
the action during the reporting periods (if any).

Interim payments (if any) will be made in accordance with the schedule and modalities set out the
Data Sheet (see Point 4.2).

Payment is subjectto the approval of the periodic report. Its approval does not imply recognition of
compliance. authenticify. completeness or correctness of its content.

The interim payment will be calculated by the granting authority in the following steps:

Step I - Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution

Step 2 - Limit to the interim payment ceiling

Step I - Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution

The granting authority will calculate the 'accepted EU contribution' for the action for the reporting
period, by first calculating the 'maximum EU contribution to costs' (applying the funding rate to the
accepted costs of each beneficiary), taking into account requests for a lower contribution to costs, and

CFS threshold cappings (if any; see Article 24.5) and adding the contributions (accepted unit. flat-rate
or lump sum contributions and financing not linked to costs, if any).

I
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Atter that, the granting authority will take into account grant reductions from beneficiary termination
(if any). The resulting amount is the 'total accepted EU contribution'.

- Limit to the interim

The resulting amount is then capped to ensure that the total amount of prefinancing and interim
payments (if any) does not exceed the interirn payment ceiling set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 4.2).

Interim payments (or parts of them) may be offset (without the beneficiaries' consent) against amounts
owed by a beneficiary to the granting authority - up to the arnount due to that beneficiary.

For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission or an EU executive agency.

offsetting may also be done against amounts owed to other Comrnission services or executive

agencies.

Payments will not be made if the payment deadline or payments are suspended (see Articles 29 and

30).

22.3.4 Final payment - Final grant amount - Revenues and Profit - Recovery

The flnal payment (payment of the balance) reimburses the remaining pafi of the eligible costs and

contributions claimed for the implernentation of the action (if any).

-l-L., 1-:-^l A^t,Fr,rh+ ..,;ll L.- ,-.^r,- i- -^^....1^-^^ .. it1. tL^ -^L^-t,,1,- --.1 ^".-.1-l;fi-. .-t n'r+ i- rh-

Data Sheet (see Point 4.2).

Payrnent is subject to the approval of the tinal periodic report. Its approval does not imply recognition
of compliance. authenticity. completeness or correctness of its content.

The final grant amount for the action will be calculated in the following steps:

Step I - Calculation of the total accepted EU contribution

Step 2 - Limit to the maximum grant amount

Step 3 - Reduction due to the no-profit rule

Step I - Calculation of the total accegted EU contribution

The granting authority will first calculate the 'accepted EU contribution' for the action for all reporting
periods, by calculating the 'maximum EU contribution to costs' (applying the funding rate to the total

accepted costs of each beneficiary), taking into account requests for a lower contribution to costs, CFS

threshold cappings (if any; see Article 24.5) and adding the contributions (accepted unit, f'lat-rate or
lump sum contributions and financing not linked to costs, if any).

After that. the granting authority will take into account grant reductions (if any). The resulting amount

is the 'total accepted EU contribution'.

Step 2 - Limit to the maximum grant amount

If the resulting amount is higher than the maximum grant amount set out in Article 5.2, it will be

limited to the latter.
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Step 3 - Reduction due to the no-profit rule

If the no-protit rule is provided fbr in the Data Sheet (see Point 4.2),the grant n'rust not produce a

profit (i.e. surplus of the amount obtained tbllowing Step 2 plus the action's revenues, over the eligible
costs and contributions approved by the granting authority).

'Revenue' is all income generated by the action, during its duration (see Article 4). for beneficiaries
that are profit legal entities.

If there is a profit. it will be deducted in proportion to the final rate of reimbursement of the eligible
costs approved by the granting authority (as compared to the anrount calculated following Steps I and
2 minus the contributions).

The balance (final payment) is then calculated by deducting the total amount of pretinancing and
interim payments already made (if any), from the final grant amount:

{final grant amount

nrinus

{prefinancing and interinr paynlents nrade lifany)}}.

If the balance is positive, it will be paid to the coordinator.

lilr. tllldl pd)ilrcilr \ur lidlt ul lt,, lili1) uE uilsct (wllltuut ulg ugilcilt]tangs Ljoilsgllt., aBalnsl ailloulllS
or,r'ed by a beneficiary to the granting authority'- Llp to the amount due to that beneficiary.

For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission or an EU executive agency.
ofTsetting may also be done against amounts owed to other Commission services or executive
agencies.

Payments will not be made if the payment deadline or payments are suspended (see Articles 29 and
30).

If the balance is negative, it will be recovered in accordance with the following procedure:

The granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the coordinator:

- formally notiffing the intention to recovel', the final grant amount. the amount to be recovered
and the reasons why

- requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification.

If no observations are submitted (or the granting authority decides to pursue recovery despite the
observations it has received), it will confirm the amount to be recovered (confirmation letter),
together with a debit note with the terms and date for payment.

If payment is not made by the date specified in the debit note, the granting authority will enforce
recovery in accordance with Article22.4.

22.3.5 Audit implementation after final payment - Revised final grant amount - Recovery

If - after the final payment (in particular, after checks. reviews. audits or investigations; see

lr
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Article 25) 
- the granting authority rejects costs or contributions (see Article 27) or reduces the grant

(see Article 28), it will calculate the revised final grant amount fbr the beneficiary concerned.

The beneficiary revised final grant amount will be calculated in the fbllowing step:

Step I - Calculation of the revised total accepted EU contribution

Step I - Calculation of the revised total accepted EU contributiorr

The granting authority will first calculate the 'revised accepted EU contribution' for the beneficiary.
by calculating the 'revised accepted costs' and 'revised accepted contributions'.

After that, it will take into account grant reductions (if any). The resulting 'revised total accepted EU
contribution' is the beneficiary revised final grant amount.

If the revised final grant amount is lower than the beneficiary's final grant arnount (i.e. its share in the
final grant amount fbr the action), it will be recovered in accordance with the following procedure:

The beneficiary final grant amount (i.e. share in the final grant amount for the action) is calculated

as follows:

{{total accepted EU contribution for the beneficiary

drvtded by

total acceptcd E,U contributit.rrr tbr the actionl

multiplied by

final grant amount for the action).

The granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the beneficiary concerned:

- formally notifuing the intention to recover, the amount to be recovered and the reasons why and

- requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification.

If no observations are submitted (or the granting authority decides to pursue recovery despite the

observations it has received), it will confirm the amount to be recovered (confirmation letter).
together with a debit note with the terms and the date for payrnent.

Recoveries against affiliated entities (if any) will be handled through their beneficiaries.

If paynrent is not made by the date specified in the debit note. the granting authority will enforce
recovery in accordance with Article22.4.

22.4 Enforced recovery

If payment is not made by the date specified in the debit note, the amount due will be recovered:

(a) by ofTsetting the amount - without the coordinator or beneticiary's consent - against any

amounts owed to the coordinator or beneticiary by the granting authoriry.

In exceptional circumstances. to safeguard the EU financial interests, the amount may be offset
before the payment date specified in the debit note.
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For grants where the granting authority is the European Commission or an EU executive
agency, debts may also be offset against amounts owed by other Commission services or
executive agencies.

(b) by drawing on the financial guarantee(s) (if any)

(c) by holding other beneficiaries jointly and severally liable (if any: see Data Sheet, Point 4.4)

(d) by holding affiliated entities jointly and severally liable (if any, see Data Sheet, Point 4.4)

(e) by taking legal action (see Article 43) or, provided that the granting authority is the European
Commission or an EU executive agency. by adopting an enforceable decision under Article 299
of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (TFEU) and Article 100(2) of EU Financial
Regulation 201811046.

The amount to be recovered will be increased by late-payment interest at the rate set out in
Article 22.5, from the day following the payment date in the debit note, up to and including the date
the full payment is received.

Partial payments will be first credited against expenses. charges and late-payment interest and then
against the principal.

D.^1.-1.-*,..-;--,,,.,.-J:,- 1l-. - ..:ll r- t t t t t-udrrr\ !rrqr(!J ilrlurl!u lll ulL rtuutsr.l ptutt-55 wlil uc u(|ilc t)) Lllu uullcllutal), LlllleSS

Drrectrve JU I )/236617 applres.

For grants w here the granting authority is an EU executive agency. enforced recovery by offsetting or
enfbrceable decision u'ill be done b1'the services of the European Commission (see also Arlicle 43).

22.5 Consequences ofnon-compliance

22.5.1 If the granting authority does not pay within the payment deadlines (see above), the
beneficiaries are entitled to late-payment interest at the rate applied by the European Central Bank
(ECB) for its main refinancing operations in euros ('reference rate')" plus the rate specified in the
Data Sheet (Point 4.2).The reference rate is the rate in force on the first day of the month in which the
payment deadline expires, as published in the C series of the Official Journal of the European (Jnion.

If the late-payment interest is lowerthan orequal to EUR 200, itwill be paid to the coordinatoronly
on request submitted within two months of receiving the late payment.

Late-payment interest is not due if all beneficiaries are EU Member States (including regional and
local government authorities or other public bodies acting on behalf of a Member State for the purpose
of this Agreernent)

If payments or the payment deadline are suspended (see Articles 29 and 30), payment will not be
considered as late.

17 Directive (EU) 2015/2366 of the Eulopean Parliarnent and of the Council of 25 Novenrber 2015 on paymenr
services in the internal nrarket. anrending Directives 2002165lEC,2009/l lO/EC and 2013l36lEU and Regulation (EU)
No 1093/2010. and repealing Directive 20071641EC (OJ L 337,23.12.2015, p.35).
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Late-payntent interest covers the period running from the day following the due date for payment (see

above), up to and including the date of paynrent.

Late-payment interest is not considered fbr the purposes olcalculating the final grant amount.

22.5.2If the coordinator breaches any of its obligations underthis Article, the grant may be reduced
(see Article 29) and the grant or the coordinator may be terminated (see Article 32).

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.

ARTICLE 23 - GUARANTEES

23.1 Prefinancing guarantee

If required by the granting authority (see Data Sheet, Point 4.2). the beneficiaries must provide (one
or more) prefinancing guarantee(s) in accordance with the timing and the amounts set out in the
Data Sheet.

The coordinator must subrnit them to the granting authority in due time before the prefinancing they
are linked to.

The guarantees must be drawn up using the template published on the Portal and fulfrl the fbllowing
conditions:

(a) be provided by a bank orapproved financial institution established in the EU or- if requested
by the coordinator and accepted by the granting authority - by a third party or a bank or
financial institution established outside the E,U offering equivalent security

(b) the guarantor stands as first-call guarantor and does not require the granting authority to first
have recourse against the principal debtor (i.e. the beneficiary concerned) and

(c) remain explicitly in force until the final payment and, if the final payment takes the fbrm of a

recovery, until five months after the debit note is notified to a beneficiary.

They will be released within the following month.

23.2 Consequences of non-compliance

If the beneficiaries breach their obligation to provide the prefinancing guarantee. the prefinancing
will not be paid.

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.

ARTICLE 24 
- 

CERTIFICATES

:l.l ()pe rlrtionrrl r crit'itrrtinrt re lrort ii)\'lti

\L,l .tfrplicul,ie

24.2 Certificate on the financial statements (CFS)

If required by the granting authority (see Data Sheet. Point 4.3). the beneficiaries must provide

l.)
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certificates on their financial statements (CFS), in accordance with the schedule, threshold and
conditions set out in the Data Sheet.

The coordinator must submit them as part of the periodic report (see Article 2l).

The certificates must be drawn up using the template published on the Portal, cover the costs declared
on the basis ofactual costs and costs according to usual cost accounting practices (ifany). and fulfil
the following conditions:

(a) be provided by a qualified approved external auditor which is independent and complies with
Directive 2006143lECr8 (or for public bodies: by a competent independent public officer)

(b) the verification must be carried out according to the highest professional standards to ensure
that the financial statements comply with the provisions under the Agreement and that the costs
declared are eligible.

The certificates will not affect the granting authority's right to carry out its own checks, reviews or
audits, nor preclude the European Court of Auditors (ECA), the European Public Prosecutor's Office
(EPPO) or the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) from using their prerogatives for audits and
investigations under the Agreement (see Article 25).

If the costs (or a part of them) were already audited by the granting authority. these costs do not need
to be covered bv the ceftificate and will not be counted for calculatine the threshold (if anv).

l{.j ( crtifirrrtc on thc cornl.rlirrnce ol'rrsrrlrl c(}st lrcr)ulrting 1'rructicr:s {('n\ll (')

'.,'r ,rr,ri,. ri.i'
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24.5 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary does not submit a certificate on the financial statements (CFS) or the certificate is

rejected, the accepted EU contribution to costs will be capped to reflect the CFS threshold.

If a beneficiary breaches any of its other obligations under this Article, the granting authority may
apply the measures described in Chapter 5.

ARTICLE 25 - CHECKS, REVIEWS, AUDITS AND INVESTIGATIONS _ EXTENSION
OF FINDINGS

25.1 Granting authority checks, reviews and audits

25.1.1Internal checks

The granting authority may - during the action or afterwards - check the proper implementation of

r8 Directive 2006143/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of l7 May 2006 on statutory audits of annual
accounts and consolidated accounts or similar national regulations (OJ L 157, 9.6.2006, p.87).

+3
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f,he action and cornpliance with the obligations under the Agreement, including assessing costs and
contributions, deliverables and reports.

25.1.2 Project reviews

'The granting authority may carry out reviews on the proper implementation of the action and
compliance with the obligations under the Agreement (general project reviews or specific issues

reviews).

Such project reviews may be started during the irnplementation of the action and until the tirne-limit
set out in the Data Sheet (see Point 6). They will be fbrmally notified to the coordinator or beneficiary
concerned and will be considered to start on the date of the notification.

lf needed. the granting authority may be assisted by independent. outside experts. If it uses outside
experts, the coordinator or beneficiary concerned will be informed and have the right to object on
grounds of comrnercial confidentiality or conflict of interest.

The coordinator or beneficiary concerned must cooperate diligently and provide 
-within 

the deadline
requested - any information and data in addition to deliverables and reports already submitted
(including information on the use of resources). The granting authority may request beneficiaries
to provide such infbrmation to it directly. Sensitive information and documents will be treated in
accordance with Article 13.

lhe coordinator or beneticiarv concerned mav be requested to participate in meetinc.s. including with
the outside expefts.

For on-the-spot visits, the beneficiary concerned must allou access to sites and premises (including
to the outside experts) and must ensure that information requested is readily available.

Information provided must be accllrate, precise and complete and in the format requested, including
electronic fonnat.

On the basis of the review findings, a project review report will be drawn up.

The granting authority will formally notily the project review report to the coordinator or beneficiary
concerned, which has 30 days from receiving notification to make observations.

Project reviews (including project review reports) will be in the language of the Agreement.

25.1.3 Audits

The granting authority may carry out audits on the proper implementation of the action and compliance
with the obligations under the Agreement.

Such audits may be started during the implementation of the action and until the time-limit set out in
the Data Sheet (see Point 6). They will be fbrmally notified to the benet-iciary concerned and will be

considered to start on the date of the notification.

The granting authority may use its own audit service. delegate audits to a centralised service or use

external audit finns. If it uses an external firm, the beneficiary concerned will be informed and have
the right to object on grounds of commercial confidentiality or conflict of interest.

The beneficiary concerned rnust cooperate diligently and provide - within the deadline requested -
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any infbrmation (including cornplete accounts, individual salary statements or other personal data)
to verilj' compliance with the Agreement. Sensitive information and documents will be treated in
accordance with Article 13.

For on-the-spot visits. the beneficiary concerned must allow access to sites and premises (inclLrding

for the external audit finn) and must ensure that information requested is readily available.

Information provided must be accurate. precise and complete and in the format requested. including
electronic format.

On the basis of the audit findings. a draft audit report will be drawn up.

The auditors will fbrmally notify the draft audit report to the benef-iciary concerned, which has 30 days

fiom receiving notitication to make observations (contradictory audit procedure).

The final audit report will take into account observations by the beneficiary concerned and will be

formally notified to them.

Audits (including audit reports) will be in the language of the Agreement.

25.2 European Commission checks, reviews and audits in grants of other granting
authorities

w'irere rire granring aurhoriry is nor rhe European Comnrission. rhe iarrer has the samc rigirts oi'chccks.
reviews and audits as the granting authority.

25.3 Access to records for assessing simplified forms of funding

Tlre benef-iciaries must give the European Comm ission access to their statutory records for the periodic
assessment of simplified forms of funding which are used in EU programmes.

25.4 OLAF, EPPO and ECA audits and investigations

The following bodies may also carry out checks, reviews, audits and investigations - during the

action or afterwards:

the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) under Regulations No 883/20 I 3re and No 2 I 8519620

- the E,uropean Public Prosecutor's Office (EPPO) under Regulation 201711939

- the European Court of Auditors (ECA) under Article 287 of the Treaty on the Functioning of
the EU (TFEU) and Article 257 of EU Financial Regulation 201811046.

If requested by these bodies, the beneficiary concerned must provide full, accurate and complete
information in the format requested (including complete accounts, individual salary statements or

re Regnlation (EU, Euratorn) No 883/20 l3 of the European Parliarnent and of the Council of ll September 20 l3
concerning investigations conducted by the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) and repealing Regulation (EC)

No 1073/1999 of the European Parliament and of the Council and Council Regulation (Euratorrr)No 1074/1999 tOJ
L 248, 18/0912013, p. I ).

r0 Council Regulation (Euratom, EC) No 218511996 of I I November 1996 concerrring on-the-spot checks and inspections

carried out by the Comnrission in order to protect the European Conrnrunities' financial interests against fraud and other
irregtrlarities IOJ L 292, l5llll1996, p.2\.
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other personal data, including in electronic fbrmat) and allow access to sites and premises fbr
on-the-spot visits or inspections - as provided fbr under these Regulations.

To this end, the beneficiary concerned must keep all relevant information relating to the action. at
least until the time-limit set out in the Data Sheet (Point 6) and, in any case. until any ongoing checks.

reviews, audits. investigations. litigation or other pursuits of claims have been concluded.

25.5 Consequences of checks, reviews, audits and investigations - Extension of results of
reviews, audits or investigations

25.5.1 Consequences of checks, reviews, audits and investigations in this grant

Findings in checks, reviews, audits or investigations carried out in the context ofthis grant may lead to
rejections (see Article 27), grant reduction (see Article 28) or other measures described in Chapter 5.

Rejections or grant reductions after the final payment will lead to a revised final grant amount (see

Article 22).

Findings in checks, reviews, audits or investigations during the action implementation may lead to a
request for amendment (see Article 39), to change the description of the action set out in Annex l.

Checks. reviews. audits or investigations that firrd systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities. fraud
or breach ol oblrgatrons rn an\ EtJ granl. may also lcad Lo conscquenccs rn othcr b.L.r grants auardcd
runder sirnilar conditions ('extension to other grants').

Moreover. findings arising from an OLAF or EPPO investigation may lead to criminal prosecution
lunder national lau,.

25.5.2 Extension from other grants

Results of checks, reviews, audits or investigations in othergrants may be extended to this grant, if:

(a) the beneficiary concerned is found, in other EU grants awarded under similar conditions, to
have committed systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities. fraud or breach of obligations that
have a material impact on this grant and

(b) those findings are formally notified to the beneficiary concerned - together with the list of
grants affected by the findings - within the time-limit for audits set out in the Data Sheet (see

Point 6).

The granting authority will fbrmally notify the beneficiary concerned of the intention to extend the

findings and the list of grants affected.

If the extension concerns rejections of costs or contributions: the notification will include:

(a) an invitation to submit observations on the list of grants affected by the findings

(b) the request to submit revised financial statements for all grants affected

(c) the correction rate for extrapolation, established on the basis of the systemic or recurrent errors.

to calculate the amounts to be rejected, if the beneficiary concerned:
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(i) considers that the submission of revised f.inancial statements is not possible or practicable
or

(ii) does not submit revised financial statements.

If the extension concerns grant reductions: the notification will include:

(a) an invitation to submit observations on the list of grants affected by the findings and

(b) the correction rate for extrapolation. established on the basis of the systemic or recurrent
errors and the principle of proportionality.

The beneficiary concerned has 60 days from receiving notification to submit observations, revised
financial statements or to propose a duly substantiated alternative correction method/rate.

On the basis of this, the granting authority will analyse the impact and decide on the implernentation
(i.e. start rejection or grant reduction procedures, either on the basis of the revised financial statements
or the announced/alternative method/rate or a mix of those; see Articles 27 and28).

25.6 Consequencesofnon-compliance

If a benet.iciary'breaches any of its obligations under this Article, costs or contributions insufficiently
siil,staiitiatc.l iiill bc iiicligiblc (scc Articlc 6) aiid viili bc rcjcr,iecl (scc Ariiulc 27)..rriti ili€ gi'aiii rrarv

bc rcciuccci lscc ,r,rticic 28).

Such breaches may also lead to other measures described in Chapter 5.

ARTICLE 26- IMPACT EVALUATIONS

26.1 Impact evaluation

The granting authority may carry out impact evaluations of the action, measured against the objectives
and indicators of the EU programme funding the grant.

Such evaluations may be started during implementation of the action and until the time-limit set out
in the Data Sheet (see Point 6). They will be formally notified to the coordinator or beneficiaries and
will be considered to start on the date of the notification.

If needed. the granting authority may be assisted by independent outside experts.

The coordinator or beneficiaries must provide any information relevant to evaluate the impact of the
action, including infbrmation in electronic format.

26.2 Consequencesofnon-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article. the granting authority may apply
the measures described in Chapter 5.

il

CHAPTER 5 CONSEQUENCES OF NON-COMPLIANCE
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SECTION I REJECTIONS AND GRANT REDUCTION

ARTICLE 27 - REJECTION OF COSTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS

27.1 Conditions

The granting authority will - at beneficiary termination. interim payment, final payment or
afterwards - reject any costs or contributions which are ineligible (see Article 6). in particular
tbllowing checks, reviews, audits or investigations (see Article 25).

The rejection may also be based on the extension of findings frorn other grants to this grant (see

Article 25).

Ineligible costs or contributions will be rejected.

27.2 Procedure

If the rejection does not lead to a recovery, the granting authority will formally notify the coordinator
or beneficiary concerned of the rejection, the amounts and the reasons why. The coordinator or
beneficiary concerned rnay - within 30 days of receiving notification - submit observations if it
disagrees with the rejection (payment review procedure).

If rhe re,iection leads to a recovel'v the orantins arrthorifv rvill tbllow fhe contradictorv nrocedrtre with
pre-inlorrnation letter sct out in Article 12.

27.3 Effects

If the granting authority rejects costs or contributions, it will deduct them from the costs or
contributions declared and then calculate the amount due (and, if needed. make a recovery; see

Article 22).

ARTICLE 28 - GRANT REDUCTION

28.1 Conditions

The granting authority may - at beneficiary termination, final payment or afterwards - reduce the
grant for a beneficiary. if:

(a) the beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or control. or
person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed:

(i) substantial errors, irregularities or fiaud or

(ii) serious breach of obligations under this Agreement or during its award (including
improper implementation of the action, non-compliance with the call conditions.
submission of false information, failure to provide required information, breach of ethics
or security rules (if applicable), etc.), or

(b) the beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or control. or
person essential for the award/implementation ofthe grant) has committed - in other EU grants

;.1
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awarded to it under similar conditions - systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities, fi'aud or
serious breach of obligations that have a material inrpact on this grant (see Article 25).

The amount of the reduction will be calculated fbr each beneficiary concerned and proportionate to the
seriousness and the duration of the errors, irregularities or fraud or breach of obligations. by applying
an individual reduction rate to their accepted EU contribution.

28.2 Procedure

If the grant reduction does not lead to a recovery. the granting authority will formally notily the
coordinator or beneficiary concerned of the reduction, the amount to be reduced and the reasons why.
The coordinator or beneficiary concerned may - within 30 days of receiving notification - submit
observations if it disagrees with the reduction (payment review procedure).

If the grant reduction leads to a recovery, the granting authority will follow the contradictory procedure
with pre-information letter set out in Article 22.

28.3 Effects

If the granting authority reduces the grant. it will deduct the reduction and then calculate the amount
due (and. if needed. make a recovery; see Article 22).

sEc'l'toN 2 SUI I' gN !iIQN AN D TE XMINATIOI\

ARTICLE 29 - PAYMENT DEADLINE SUSPENSION

29.1 Conditions

The granting authority may - al any moment - suspend the payment deadline if a payment cannot
be processed because:

(a) the required repoft (see Article 2l) has not been submitted or is not complete or additional
information is needed

(b) there are doubts about the. amount to be paid (e.g. ongoing audit extension procedure, queries
about eligibility, need for a grant reduction. etc.) and additional checks. reviews. audits or
investigations are necessary. or

(c) there are other issues affecting the EU financial interests.

29.2 Procedure

The granting authoriry will tbrrnally notiff the coordinator of the suspension and the reasons why.

The suspension will take effect the day the notification is sent.

If the conditions fbr suspending the payment deadline are no longer met. the suspension will be lifted

- and the remaining time to pay (see Data Sheet, Point 4.2) will resume.

If the suspension exceeds two months. the coordinator may request the granting authority to confirm
if the suspension will continue.
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lf the payment deadline has been suspended due to the non-compliance of the report and the revised
report is not subm itted (or was subrn itted but is also rejected). the granting authority may also term inate

the grant or the participation of the coordinator (see Article 32).

ARTICLE 30 - PAYMENT SUSPENSION

30.1 Conditions

The granting authority rnay - at any monrent - suspend payments, in whole or in part for one or
ntore benefi c iaries, if:

(a) a beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or control. or
person essential for the au,ard/implementation of the grant) has committed or is suspected of
having committed:

(i) substantial errors. irregularities or fraud or

(ii) serious breach of obligations under this Agreement or during its award (including
improper implementation of the action, non-compliance with the call conditions,
subnrission of t'alse information, failure to provide required infbnnation, breach of ethics
or security rules (if applicable). etc.). or

fh) a heneticiarr' /nr a nerson havinr nowers nf renreserrtation decision-makin{t or confrol. or
person essential fbrthe award/irnplernentation of the grant) has conrmitted- in other E,U grants

awarded to it under similar cclnditions - systenric or recllrrent errors, irregularities, fraud or
serious breach of obligations that have a material impact on this grant.

If payments are suspended fbr one or nrore beneficiaries, the granting authority vt,ill rnake partial
payment(s) for the paft(s) not suspended. If suspension concerns the final payment, the payment (or
recovery) of the remaining amount after suspension is lifted will be considered to be the payment that
closes the action.

30.2 Procedure

Before suspending payments, the granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the

beneficiary concerned:

- formally notiling the intention to suspend payments and the reasons why and

- requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification.

If the granting authority does not receive observations or decides to pursue the procedure despite the

observations it has received. it will confirm the suspension (confirmation letter). Otherwise. it will
formally notif,i that the procedure is discontinued.

At the end of the suspension procedure, the granting authority will also inform the coordinator.

The suspension will take effect the day after the confinnation notification is sent.

If the conditions for resuming payments are met, the suspension will be lifted. The granting authority
will formally notify the beneficialy concerned (and the coordinator) and set the suspension end date.

la
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During the suspension, no prefinancing will be paid to the beneficiaries concerned. For interim
payments, the periodic reports tbr all reporting periods except the last one (see Article 2l) nrust
not contain any financial statements from the beneficiary concerned (or its affiliated entities). The
coordinator must include them in the next periodic report after the suspension is lifted or - if
suspension is not lifted before the end of the action - in the last periodic report.

ARTICLE 3I - GRANT AGREEMENT SUSPENSION

3l.l Consortium-requested GA suspension

3l.l.l Conditions and procedure

The beneficiaries may request the suspension ofthe grant or any paft of it, if exceptional circumstances

- 
in particular force majeure (see Arlicle 35) - make implementation impossible or excessively

difficult.

The coordinator must submit a request for amendment (see Article 39), with

the reasons why

the date the suspension takes effect; this date may be before the date of the submission of the
amendment request and

the expected date of resumption.

The suspension will take effect on the day specified in the amendment.

Once circumstances allow for implementation to resume, the coordinator must immediately request
another amendment of the Agreement to set the suspension end date, the resumption date (one day
alier suspension end date), extend the duration and make other changes necessary to adapt the action
to the new situation (see Article 39) - unless the grant has been terminated (see Article 32). The
suspension will be lifted with effect from the suspension end date set out in the amendment. This date
may be before the date of the submission of the amendment request.

During the suspension. no prefinancing will be paid. Costs incurred or contributions for activities
implemented during grant suspension are not eligible (see Article 6.3).

31.2 EU-initiated GA suspension

31.2.1 Conditions

The granting authority may suspend the grant or any part of it, if:

(a) a beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation, decision-making or control, or
person essential forthe award/implementation of the grant) has committed or is suspected of
having committed:

(i) substantial errors, irregularities or fraud or

(ii) serious breach of obligations under this Agreement or during its award (including
improper implementation of the action, non-compliance with the call conditions.
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submission of f'alse information, failure to provide required infbrnration, breach of ethics
or security rules (if applicable), etc.), or

(b) a beneficiary (or a person having powers of representation. decision-making or control. or
person essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed - in other EU grants
awarded to it under similar conditions - systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities, fraud or
serious breach of obligations that have a material irnpact on this grant

(c) other:

iit i,lr-,. ,i, i,tt i..:,,,., rl ri.i,'ltit..-.1'ti..

ritr .r,i,lrl',lt.r: (' \ ,ii.ir.rr,i,.,t,--..,.iir i, ;t.ri.r,,r, l,-.ll''i.'

31.2.2 Procedure

Before suspending the grant, the granting authority will send a pre-information letter to the
coordinator:

formally notifuing the intention to suspend the grant and the reasons why and

requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification

If the orantino arrfhorifv dnes nof receive nhservafinns nr decides t^ nrrrqne the nrncedrrre desnife fhe

observations it has received. it will confirm the suspension (confirmation letter). Otherwise. it will
fbrmally' notify that the procedure is discontinued.

-fhe 
suspension will take effect the day after the confirrnation notitication is sent (or on a later date

specified in the notification).

Once the conditions for resuming implementation of the action are met. the granting authority will
formally notifu the coordinator a lifting of suspension letter. in which it will set the suspension
end date and invite the coordinator to request an amendment of the Agreement to set the resumption
date (one day after suspension end date), extend the duration and make other changes necessary to
adapt the action to the new situation (see Article 39) - unless the grant has been tenninated (see

Article 32). The suspension will be lifted with effect from the suspension end date set out in the lifting
of suspension letter. This date may be before the date on which the letter is sent.

During the suspension. no prefinancing will be paid. Costs incurred or contributions for activities
implemented during suspension are not eligible (see Article 6.3).

The beneficiaries may not claim damages due to suspension by the granting authority (see Article 33).

Grant suspension does not affect the granting authority's right to terminate the grant or a beneficiary
(see Article 32) or reduce the grant (see Article 28).

ARTICLE 32 - GRANT AGREEMENT OR BENEFICIARY TERMINATION

32.1 Consortium-requestedGAtermination

32.1.1 Conditions and procedure
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The benet'iciaries may request the termination of the grant.

The coordinator must subrnit a reqlrest fbr amendment (see Article 39), w'ith:

- the reasons why

- the date the consortium ends work on the action ('end of work date') and

- the date the termination takes effect ('termination date'); this date must be after the date of the
submission of the amendment request.

The termination will take effect on the termination date specified in the amendment.

If no reasons are given or if the granting authority considers the reasons do not justifu ternrination.
it may consider the grant terminated improperly.

32.1.2 Effects

The coordinator must - within 60 days from when termination takes effect - submit a periodic
report (for the open reporting period until termination).

The granting authority will calculate the t'inal grant amount and final payment on the basis of the report
subrnitted and takins into account the costs incurred and contributions for activities irnnlemented
helore the end nf u,nrk date (see A-r"tic!e 22) Clsts r"ela.ting to contr?cts clrre foleyecLltion on!1,a{1er
the end of work are not eligible.

If the granting authority does not receive the report within the deadline, only costs and contributions
which are included in an approved periodic report will be taken into account (no costs/contributions
if no periodic report was ever approved).

Improper termination may lead to a grant reduction (see Article 28).

After termination. the beneficiaries' obligations (in particular Articles l3 (confidentiality and
security), l6 (lPR), l7 (communication, dissemination and visibility),21 (reporting).25 (checks.
reviews, audits and investigations). 26 (impact evaluation), 27 (rejections), 28 (grant reduction) and
42 (assignment of claims)) continue to apply.

32.2 Consortium-requested beneficiary termination

32.2.1 Conditions and procedure

The coordinator may request the termination of the participation of one or more beneficiaries. on

request ofthe beneficiary concerned or on behalfofthe other beneficiaries.

The coordinator nrust submit a request for amendment (see Article 39), with:

- the reasons why

- the opinion of the beneficiary concerned (or proof that this opinion has been requested in
writing)

- the date the beneficiary ends work on the action ('end of work date')

l-.'
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- the date the termination takes effect ('termination date'); this date must be after the date of the
submission of the amendntent request.

lf the termirration concerns tlre coordinator and is done without its agreement, the amendment request
t'xust be submitted by another beneficiary (acting on behalf of the consortium).

-The 
termination will take effect on the termination date specified in the amendment.

lf no information is given or if the granting authority considers that the reasons do not justifli
termination" it may consider the beneficiary to have been terminated improperly.

32.2.2 Effects

The coordinator must - within 60 days fiorn when termination takes effect - submit:

(i) a report on the distribution of payments to the beneficiary concerned

(ii) a termination report from the beneficiary concerned, for the open reporting period until
termination. containing an overview of the progress of the work. the financial statement.
the explanation on the use of resources, and. if applicable. the certificate on the financial
statement (CFS; see Articles 2l and21.2 and Data Sheet, Point 4.3)

{iiit a \p{-'r)n{-l recrrest f,lr amendnrent Jsee Artic!e 1Qt rr i1h ,rther arnendrnents needed (e.L'.- --1 "

:'eallccaticn cl'the tasl',: and the esiimated b';dget cf-the temrinated benef-lcra:';'l addrtion of'
a new beneticiary to replace the tenninated beneflciary;change olcoordinator. etc.).

The granting authority will calculate the amount due to the beneficiary on the basis of the report
subrnitted and taking into account the costs incurred and contributions for activities implemented
before the end of work date (see Article 22). Costs relating to contracts due for execution only after
the end of r.vork are not eligible.

The information in the termination report must also be included in the periodic reporl for the next
reporting period (see Article 2l).

If the granting authorify does not receive the termination repoft within the deadline, only costs and
contributions which are included in an approved periodic report will be taken into account (no costs/
contributions if no periodic report was ever approved).

If the granting authorify does not receive the report on the distribution of payments within the deadline.
it will consider that:

- the coordinator did not distribute any payment to the beneficiary concerned and that

- the beneficiary concerned must not repay any amount to the coordinator.

If the second request for amendment is accepted by the granting authority, the Agreement is amended
to introduce the necessary changes (see Article 39).

If the second request fbr amendment is rejected by the granting authority (because it calls into question
the decision awarding the grant or breaches the principle of equal treatment of applicants), the grant
may be terminated (see Article 32).
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Irnproper termination may lead to a reduction of the grant (see Article 3l) or grant termination (see
Article 32).

Atter termination, the concerned beneficiary's obligations (in particular Articles l3 (contidentiality
and security). I 6 (lPR). I 7 (communication. dissemination and visibility). 2l (reporting). 25 (checks.
reviews, audits and investigations). 26 (irnpact evaluation), 27 (rejections). 28 (grant reduction) and
42 (assignment of claims)) continue to apply.

32.3 EU-initiated GA or beneficiary termination

32.3.1 Conditions

The granting authority may terminate the grant or the participation of one or more beneficiaries, if:

(a) one or more beneficiaries do not accede to the Agreement (see Article 40)

(b) a change to the action or the legal. financial. technical, organisational or ownership situation
of a beneficiary is likely to substantially affect the implementation of the action or calls into
question the decision to award the grant (including changes linked to one of the exclusion
grounds listed in the declaration of honour)

(c) fbllowing termination of one or more beneficiaries, the necessary changes to the Agreement

lanci their impact on the action) wouid caii into question thc ciccrsron an'arding thc grant or
breach the pnnclple of equal treattnent of'applicants

(d) irnplementation of the action has become impossible or the changes necessary for its
eontinuation would call into question the decision arvarding the grant or breach the principle
of equal treatrnent of applicants

(e) a beneficiary (or person with unlimited liability for its debts) is subject to bankruptcy
proceedings or similar (including insolvency, winding-up. administration by a liquidator or
court. arrangement with creditors. suspension of business activities, etc.)

(f) a beneficiary (or person with unlimited liability for its debts) is in breach of social security
or tax obligations

(g) a beneficiary (or person having powers of representation. decision-making or control, or person
essential for the award/irnplementation ofthe grant) has been found guilty ofgrave profbssional
misconduct

(h) a beneficiary (or person having powers of representation. decision-making or control, or person
essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed fraud, corruption. or is

involved in a criminal organisation. money laundering, terrorism-related crimes (including
terrorism financing). child labour or human trafficking

(i) a beneficiary (or person having powers of representation. decision-making or control, or person
essential for the award/implementation of the grant) was created under a different jurisdiction
with the intent to circumvent fiscal. social or other legal obligations in the country of origin
(or created another entity with this purpose)

0) a beneficiary (or person having powers of representation. decision-making or control, or person
essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed:
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(i) substantial errors, irregularities or fi'aud or

(ii) serious breach of obligations under this Agreerxent or during its award (including
improper implenrentation of the action, non-compliance with the call conditions,
submission of false information. failure to provide required information. breach of ethics
or security rules (if applicable), etc.)

(k) a beneficiary (or person having powers of representation. decision-making or control, or person

essential for the award/implementation of the grant) has committed - in other EU grants

awarded to it under sirnilar conditions - systemic or recurrent errors, irregularities, fi'aud or
serious breach of obligations that have a material impact on this grant (extension of findings
from other grants to this grant: see Article 25)

(l) despite a specific request by the granting authority, a beneficiary does not request - through
the coordinator - an amendment to the Agreement to end the participation of one of its
affiliated entities or associated partners that is in one of the situations under points (d), (f). (e).
(g), (h), (i) or O and to reallocate its tasks, or

(m) other

r i | , i.-,1 .i, l ril r.rll ' lr ,r ,l;lrrl .-(lllr..

32.3-2 Procedure

Before terrninating the grant or participation of orre or more beneficiaries. the granting authority will
send a pre-information letter to the coordinator or beneficiary concerned:

- formally notifuing the intention to terminate and the reasons why and

- requesting observations within 30 days of receiving notification.

If the granting authority does not receive observations or decides to pursue the procedure despite
the observations it has received, it will confirm the tennination and the date it will take effect
(confirmation letter). Otherwise, it will formally notifu that the procedure is discontinued.

For beneficiary terminations. the granting authority will - at the end of the procedure - also inform
the coordinator.

The termination will take effect the day after the confirmation notification is sent (or on a later date

specified in the notification; 'termination date').

32.3.3 Effects

(a) for GA termination:

The coordinator must - within 60 days from when termination takes effect - submit a
periodic report (for the last open reporting period until termination).

The granting authority will calculate the final grant amount and final payment on the basis of
the report submitted and taking into account the costs incurred and contributions for activities
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implemented before termination takes effect (see Article 22). Costs relating to contracts due
tbr execution only after termination are not eligible.

If the grant is terminated for breach of the obligation to submit reports, the coordinator may
not submit any report after termination.

If the granting authority does not receive the report within the deadline, only costs and
contributions which are included in an approved periodic repor-t will be taken into account (no
costs/contributions if no periodic report was ever approved).

Termination does not affect the granting authority's right to reduce the grant (see Article 28)
or to irnpose administrative sanctions (see Article 34).

The beneficiaries may not claim damages due to termination by the granting authority (see

Anicle 33).

After termination, the beneficiaries' obligations (in particular Articles l3 (confidentiality
and security), l6 (lPR), l7 (cornmunication, dissemination and visibility).21 (reporting).25
(checks, review's, audits and investigations). 26 (impact evaluation), 27 (rejections). 28 (grant
reduction) and 42 (assignment of claims)) continue to apply.

(b) fbr beneficiary termination

lllsuuurullldLur lilusr-\!tUllilouuavsltuiltwllcnr,cnilillauOil[aKcscllcct--5uDlillt

(i) a report on the distribution of pay'ments to the beneficiarl' concerned

(ii) a termination report fiom the beneticiary concerned. fbr the open repofting period
until termination, containing an overview of the progress of the work, the financial
statement, the explanation on the use of resources, and. if applicable. the certificate
on the financial statement (CFS: see Articles 2l and24.2 and Data Sheet, Point 4.3)

(iii) a request for amendment (see Article 39) with any amendments needed (e.g.

reallocation of the tasks and the estimated budget of the tenninated beneficiary;
addition of a new beneficiary to replace the terminated benet-iciary; change of
coordinatog etc.).

The granting authority will calculate the amount due to the beneficiary on the basis of the
report submitted and taking into account the costs incurred and contributions for activities
implemented before termination takes effect (see Article 22). Costs relating to contracts due
fbr execution only after termination are not eligible.

The information in the termination report must also be included in the periodic report for the
next reporting period (see Article 2l).

If the granting authority does not receive the termination report within the deadline, only costs
and contributions included in an approved periodic report will be taken into account (no costs/
contributions if no periodic report was ever approved).

If the granting authority does not receive the report on the distribution of payments within the
deadline, it will consider that:
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the coordinator did not distribute any payment to the beneficiaty concerned and that

- the beneficiary concerned must not repay any amount to the coordinator.

If the request for amendment is accepted by the granting authority, the Agreement is amended

to introduce the necessary changes (see Article 39).

If the request for amendment is rejected by the granting authorify (because it calls into question

the decision awarding the grant or breaches the principle of equal treatment of applicants). the
grant may be terminated (see Article 32).

After termination, the concerned beneficiary's obligations (in particular Articles l3
(confidentiality and security), l6 (lPR), l7 (comrnunication. dissemination and visibility),
2l (reporting),25 (checks, reviews, audits and investigations), 26 (impact evaluation), 27

(rejections), 28 (grant reduction) and 42 (assignment of claims)) continue to apply.

SECTION 3 OTHER CONSEOUENCES: DAMAGES AND ADMINISTRATIVE
SANCTIONS

ARTICLE 33 - DAMAGES

33.1 Liabilitv of the sranting authority

The granting authority cannot be held liable for any damage caused to the beneficiaries or to third
parties as a consequence of the implementation of the Agreement, including for gross negligence.

The granting authority cannot be held liable for any damage caused by any of the beneficiaries or
other participants involved in the action, as a consequence of the implementation of the Agreement.

33.2 Liability of the beneficiaries

The beneficiaries must compensate the granting authority for any damage it sustains as a result of the

implementation of the action or because the action was not implemented in full compliance with the

Agreement. provided that it was caused by gross negligence or wilful act.

The liability does not extend to indirect or consequential losses or similar damage (such as loss of
profit. loss of revenue or loss of contracts). provided such damage was not caused by wilful act or

by a breach of confidentiality.

ARTICLE 34 - ADMINISTRATIVE SANCTIONS AND OTHER MEASURES

Nothing in this Agreement may be construed as preventing the adoption of administrative sanctions

(i.e. exclusion from EU award procedures and/or financial penalties) or other public law measures.

in addition or as an alternative to the contractual measures provided under this Agreement (see.

for instance. Articles 135 to 145 EU Financial Regulation 201811046 and Articles 4 and 7 of
Regulation 298819521 ).

rr Council Regulation (EC, Euratonr) No 2988/95 of l8 December 1995 on the protection of the European Comnrunities

financial interests (OJ L 312,23.12.1995, p. l).

r-l'{
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SECTION 4 FORCE MAJEURE

ARTICLE 35 - FORCE MAJEURE

A party prevented by force majeure from fulfilling its obligations under the Agreement cannot be
considered in breach of them.

'Force majeure' means any situation or event that:

- prevents either parfy fi'om fulfilling their obligations under the Agreement.

- was unforeseeable, exceptional situation and beyond the parties' control,

- was not due to error or negligence on their part (or on the part of other participants involved
in the action), and

- proves to be inevitable in spite of exercising all due diligence.

Any situation constituting fbrce majeure must be formally notified to the other party without delay,
stating the nature, likely duration and fbreseeable effects.

The parties must immediately take all the necessary steps to limit any damage due to force majeure
^-,1 rl^ tL-i. h,-.t r^ FA.,,'-,r i*'.1,..-,',.r^ti^,. ^lr+1",- ^^+i^.. ^^ ,-.-,--;Ll.-4rru uu rr/ r!rurrr! rrrrPl!rlrrrl!4lrull ul !rlu dL!lull d.).)rrlrll 4J puJJlull.

CHAPTER 6 FINAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 36 - COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE PARTIES

36.1 Forms and means of communication - Electronic management

EU grants are managed lully electronically through the EU Funding & Tenders Portal ('Portal').

All communications must be made electronically through the Portal, in accordance with the Portal
Terms and Conditions and using the forms and templates provided there (except if explicitly instructed
otherwise by the granting authority).

Communications must be made in writing and clearly identifr the grant agreement (project number
and acronym).

Communications must be made by persons authorised according to the Portal Terms and Conditions.
For naming the authorised persons, each beneficiary must have designated - before the signature of
this Agreement 

- a 'legal entity appointed representative (LEAR)'. The role and tasks of the LEAR
are stipulated in their appointment letter (see Portal Terms and Conditions).

If the electronic exchange system is temporarily unavailable. instructions will be given on the Portal.

36.2 Date of communication

The sending date for communications made through the Portal will be the date and tinre of sending,
as indicated by the time logs.
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The receiving date for communications made through the Portal will be the date and time the

communication is accessed, as indicated by the tirre logs. Formal notifications that have not been

accessed within l0 days after sending. will be considered to have been accessed (see Portal Terms

and Conditions).

If a cornmunication is exceptionally made on paper (by e-nrail or postal service). general principles

apply (i.e. date of sending/receipt). Fonnal notifications by registered post with proof of delivery will
be considered to have been received either on the delivery date registered by the postal service or the

deadline fbr collection at the post office.

If the electronic exchange system is temporarily unavailable, the sending party cannot be considered

in breach of its obligation to send a communication within a specified deadline.

36.3 Addresses for communication

The Portal can be accessed via the Europa website.

The address for paper communications to the granting authority (if exceptionally allowed) is the

official mailing address indicated on its website.

For beneficiaries. it is the legal address specified in the Portal Participant Register.

ARTI(-I,F 17 
- 

INTFRPRF'TATII-)N OF'THF', AGRF"F"MF,NT

The provisions in the Data Sheet take precedence over the rest of the Terms and Conditions of the

Agreement.

Annex 5 takes precedence over the Tenns and Conditions; the Terms and Conditions take precedence

over the Annexes other than Annex 5.

Annex 2 takes precedence over Annex L

ARTICLE 38 - CALCULATION OF PERIODS AND DEADLINES

In accordance with Regulation No I I 8217122. periods expressed in days, months or years are calculated

from the moment the triggering event occurs.

The day during which that event occurs is not considered as falling within the period.

'Days' means calendar days. not working days.

ARTICLE 39 - AMENDMENTS

39.1 Conditions

The Agreement may be amended. unless the amendment entails changes to the Agreement which
would call into question the decision awarding the grant or breach the principle of equal treatment

of applicants.

r2 Regulation(EEC.Euratom)No ll82/71 oftheCouncil of3June l97l deterntirringtherulesapplicabletoperiods,dates
and time-limits (OJ L 124,816/1971.p.l).

,.,-
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Amendments may be requested by any of the parties.

39.2 Procedure

The party requesting an amendment must submit a request for amendment signed directly in the Portal
Amendrnent tool.

The coordinator submits and receives requests for amendment on behalf of the beneficiaries (see

Annex 3). If a change of coordinator is requested without its agreement, the submission must be done
by another beneficiary (acting on behalf of the other beneficiaries).

The request for amendment must include:

- the reasons why

- the appropriate supporting documents and

- for a change of coordinator without its agreement: the opinion of the coordinator (or proof that
this opinion has been requested in writing).

The granting authority may request additional information.

lf the nartv receivinr' !he reoursl Al'rees. it n-rrrsf qiqn fhe anrendrnent in the toll rr ithin 4i davs lf'''.-I.-....O...-.-.1*-,'..D..D..'..-

:'ecei','ing nctificetion (or a;:1 ;ddltrona! :;lfbr;rairori ihc g;'antl:lg authc;'rti' has rcqucsicC). I1';t docs
not agree. it must fbrmally notify its disagreement within the same deadline. The deadline may be

extended. if necessary for the assessment of the request. If no notification is received within the
deadline. the request is considered to have been rejected.

An amendment enters into force on the day of the signature of the receiving party.

An amendment takes effect on the date of entry into force or other date specified in the amendment.

ARTICLE 40 - ACCESSION AND ADDITION OF NEW BENEFICIARIES

40.1 Accession of the beneficiaries mentioned in the Preamble

The beneficiaries which are not coordinator must accede to the grant by signing the accession form
(see Annex 3) directly in the Portal Grant Preparation tool, within 30 days after the entry into force
of the Agreement (see Article 44).

They will assume the rights and obligations under the Agreement with effect from the date of its entry
into force (see Article 44).

If a beneficiary does not accede to the grant within the above deadline, the coordinator rnust - within
30 days - request an amendment (see Article 39) to terminate the beneficiary and make any changes
necessary to ensure proper implementation of the action. This does not affect the granting authority's
right to terminate the grant (see Article 32).

40.2 Addition of new beneficiaries

In justified cases, the beneficiaries may request the addition of a new beneficiary

a
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For this purpose, the coordinator must submit a request fbr amendment in accordance with Article 39.

It must include an accession fbnn (see Annex 3) signed b1'the new beneficiary directly in the Portal
Amendment tool.

New beneficiaries r.l,ill assume the rights and obligations under the Agreement with effect fi'om the
date of their accession specified in the accession form (see Annex 3).

Additions are also possible in mono-beneficiary grants.

ARTICLE 4I - TRANSFER OF THE AGREEMENT

In justified cases. the beneficiary of a mono-beneficiary grant may request the transfer of the grant to
a new beneficiary, provided that this would not call into question the decision awarding the grant or
breach the principle of equal treatment of applicants.

The beneficiary must submit a request for amendment (see Article 39), with

- the reasons why

- the accession fbrm (see Annex 3) signed by the new beneficiary directly in the Portal

Amendment tool and

- additional supporting documents (it required by' the granting authortty).

The new beneficiary will assume the rights and obligations under the Agreentent with effect frorn the

date olaccession specified in the accession fbrm (see Annex 3).

ARTICLE 42 - ASSIGNMENTS OF CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT AGAINST THE
GRANTING AUTHORITY

The beneficiaries may not assign any of their claims fbr payment against the granting authority to

any third party, except if expressly approved in writing by the granting authority on the basis of a
reasoned. written request by the coordinator (on behalf of the beneficiary concerned).

If the granting authority has not accepted the assignrnent or if the terms of it are not observed. the

assignment will have no effect on it.

In no circumstances will an assignment release the beneficiaries from their obligations towards the

granting authority.

ARTICLE 43 - APPLICABLE LAW AND SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

43.1 Applicable law

The Agreement is governed by the applicable EU law. supplemented if necessary by the law of
Belgium.

Special rules may apply for beneficiaries which are international organisations (if any; see Data Sheet.

Point 5).

:t,-

43.2 Dispute settlement
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If a dispute concerns the interpretation, application or validity of the Agreement, the parties must bring
action before the EU General Court - or, on appeal, the EU Court of Justice - under Article 272
of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (TFEU).

For non-EU beneficiaries (if any), such disputes must be brought before the courts of Brussels,
Belgium - unless an international agreement provides for the enforceability of EU courtjudgements.

For beneficiaries with arbitration as special dispute settlement forum (if any; see Data Sheet, Point 5),
the dispute will - in the absence of an amicable settlement - be settled in accordance with the Rules
for Arbitration published on the Portal.

If a dispute concerns administrative sanctions, offsetting or an enforceable decision under Article 299
TFEU (see Articles22 and 34), the beneficiaries must bring action before the General Court- or, on
appeal, the Court of Justice - under Anicle 263 TFEU.

For grants where the granting authority is an EU executive agency (see Preamble), actions against
offsetting and enforceable decisions must be brought against the European Commission (not against
the granting authority; see also Article 22).

ARTICLE 44 
- 

ENTRY INTO FORCE

The Agreement will enter into force on the day of sisnature by the granting authority or the
coordinator depending on which is later

SIGNATURES

For the coordinator For the granting authority

69
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DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTION (PART A)

COVER PAGE

Part.4 of the Descriplion oJ'the ,4ction (Do.4) must be completed directly sn the Portal Grant Preparation screens.

Proffidnntfon: 60 months

TABLE OF CONTENTS

PROJECT

Grant Prcparation (General Information screen) - Enter the info.
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ProJect name: Securing a future for Griffon Vultures in Croatia
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Cell: LIFE.2O2I.SAP-NAT

Toplc: LIFE-202 I -SAP.NA}NATURE

Type of rction: LIFE-PJG

ScrvJcc: CINEA/D/02

Projeet sterting datc: fixed date: I January 2023

List of participants

3

3

4List of work packages

Staff effoft

List of deliverables

List of critical risks

List of milestones (outputs/outcomes)

24

25

32

34
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PROJECT SUMMARY

The project LIFE SUPport aitns to improve breeding and survival conditions for the last remaining population of
Griffon Vultures (Gyps lulvus) in Croatia, located on the Kvarner Islands. The urgency and need for such a project have

been outlined in the expert background docunrent prepared for the currently pending adoption ofthe Griffon Vulture
Management Plan in Croatia. By tackling the most inrportant threats on their breeding grounds. the current populatiort

of I l0- 130 pairs will continue to survive and possibly increase in number. which is an inlportant first step for the species

to re-colonize their historical breeding ranges on the Croatian mainland and connect to other populations of Griffon
Vultures in the Alps and Balkans. The most important threats targeted by this project are nest disturbance, lack of food,
poisoning and electrocution. The main objectives are therefore:
l. Reducing nestling mortality by minimizing nest disturbance and by inrproving the rescue and rehabilitation operations

of the Beli Rescue Center for Griffon Vultures.
2. Increasing food availability fbr wltures by inrproving and expanding the existing network of managed feeding stations

and by increasing natural feeding opportunities.
3. Preventionofpoisoningeventsbyexplolingbestpreventivemeasurestoavoidtheuseofpoisonedbaits.bypromoting
the use of lead-free amrnunition and by capacitv building of relevant enforcement agencies for combating illegal wildlife
poisonine.

i 4. Reducing nrortaliry arising fronr electrocution by applying appropriate mitigation measures on the nlost inrportant j

I electrocution hotspots

Project summary

Grant Preparation (General Information screen) - Provide an overall description ofyour project (including conle:ct and overall
objectives, planned activities and main achievements, and expected results and impacls (on target gtoups, change procedurcs,

capacities, innovation etc)). This sumnary should give readers a clear idea ofwhat your projecl is about.

Use the project summaryfrom your proposal.

5. Promoting Griffon Vultures and raising awareness of their threats and needs to local stakeholders, the rvider public
and government bodies.

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

PARTICIPANTS

Grant Prcparation (Beneficiaries screen) - Enter the info.

Number Role Short name Legal name Country PIC

I coo Udruga BIOM UDRUGA BIOM HR 948167823

2 BEN VCF STICHTING THE VULTURE CONSERVATION
FOLINDATION

NL 905576384

J BEN JU Priroda JA\TNA USTANOVA PRIRODA HR 9045376|L

4 BEN PZ otok Krk POLJOPRIVREDNA ZADRUGA OTOK KRK HR 890828407

5 BEN HEP-ODS d.o.o. HEP-OPERATOR DISTRIBUCIJSKOG
SUSTAVA DOOZA DISTRIBUCIJU I OPSKRBU
ELEKTRICNE ENERGIJED.O.O.

HR 95s030476

6 AP MINGOR MINISTARSTVO GOSPODARSTVA I

ODRZIVOG RAZVOJA
HR 9t6533310

')
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LIST OF WORK PACKAGES

Work packages

Grant Preparation (Work Packages screen) - Enter the info.

Effort
(Person-
Months)

120.60

55.80

14.40

14.40

r8.60

50.60

58.40

Deliverables

D l.l - KPI webtool extract (beginning)
Dl .2- KPI webtool extract (end)
D I .3 - Progress Report

D2.l - Cuidelines fbr vulture population
monitoring
D2.2 - Good practice guide for boat owners

D3.l - Report on the changes in habitat and
animal husbandry on the Kvarner lslands
and Udka

D4.l - Report on tackling lead poisoning
and introducing non-lead amnrunition to
hunters in Kvarrrer area

D5.I - Electrocution hotspot analysis report

D6.l - Overall report on rnonitoring of
success of conservatior-r

D6.2 - Repoft on stakeholdel awat'eness
activities
D6.3 - Gliffon vulture Inovements repoft

D7 .l - Project Website
D7.2 - Educational nraterial and program
D7.3 - Final Conference

D8.l - Gritlbn vulture Management Plan
Revision
D8.2 - After-LIFE conservation plan

End
Month

60

54

60

54

56

57

60

60

Start
Month

I

I

I

9

Lead Beneficiary

I - Udluga BIOM

3 - JU Priroda

I - Udruga BIOM

I - Udruga BIOM

5 - HEP-ODS d.o.o

| - Udruga BIOM

I - Udruga BIOM

I - Udruga BIOM

Work Package name

Project Management & Coordination

Decrease Nestl ing Mortal ity

Increase Food Avai labi I ity

Prevention of Poisoning Events

Prevention of Electrocution Events

Monitoring & Evaluation

Communication, Dissemination & Visibility

Sustainability, Replication & Exploitation of
Project Results

Work
Package No

wPr

wP2

wP3

wP4

wP5

WP6

wP7

wP8 19.60
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Work package WPI - Project Vlanagement & Coordination

T. l.l Coordination and adnrinistration of the project (BIOIvl, VCF, JUB PZO Krk, HEP DSO, NPD-IvIESD):
Project coordination behveen different partners will be the responsibility of BIOM. BIOM staff are experienced in

rnanaqing EI l-frrnded projects at nafional and international levels and have a long-standing experience in biodiversiw
nronitorins and orotection. Proiect manaser (PM) rvill be resoonsible fol coordination of implementation of all actions.

Project administrator (PA) will be lesponsible for coordination of adrninistrative aspects of the project.

The PM will ensure effective and timely inrplementation of all project activities. hold meetings and discussions for
assessing project progress and eventually discuss the strategic actions to be taken. The PIV will oversee the work ofthe PA

and rvill conduct regular conrmunications with the EU and project nronitor. The PM will guide technical inrplementation
ofall project activities and rvill work in close collaboration with the PA to ensure that all contracts and agreenrents

for consultants and project beneficiaries are prepared on tirrre. The PM r.vill also ensure that the project budget is used

effectively and that expenses are paid on time.
The PA will ensule effective and timely administrative and financial project reporting, provide suppol't to project

beneficiaries on administrative and financial aspects of project management. She will ensure collecting supporting
docunrentation front all partners for all expenditures, and all other relevant administrative and financial docuntentation,
such as tender docuntents, invoices, purchase orders, proofofpayments, salary slips, timesheets and other documents

used for the calculation and presentatior.t of costs.

The PM and PA will prepare and supervise the preparation of all reports to the EC. Each partner will have staffdedicated
to financial administration of the LIFE budget and implementation of activities under their responsibilities. More details
of the key staffcan be found in the Participant Inforrnation file.
Day to day coordination alnong project beneficiaries will be organized regularly through e-mails, by telephone contact.

video and teleconferences. BIOM will set up the internal project planning and reporting system, which will include
quarterly reporting and planning (both technical and financial) in order to secure regular reporting and possible

adjustrnents of plans. This will also provide opportunities to promptly react to any challenges in project implernentation
and rvill enable adaptive marlagement, in coordination with the Project Monitor and Project Advisor. BIOM will also

plovide an applopriate platforrn for communication and storing relevant project materials and documents (stlch as Slack.

Basecamp, Dropbox, NextCloud, Flickr... ). The details will be agreed among all partners at the beginning of the project.

As some beneficiaries have a history of previous project cooperatiorl this will allow for easier project start and internal

comnrurrication.
Project Management Board (PMB)
Project internal coordination rvill be ensured through the Project Managernent Board (PMB) that rvill include key project

stafffi'om all five ploject beneficiaries. PMB will be coordinated by BIOM, and the board will be in charge of overall

activities planning, ensuring good communications flows, monitoring and evaluating project pl'ogress, anticipating risks
and solving potential problems, and planning cooperation with key stakeholders. PMB will hold regular meetings,

minimum every three months. In order to lower carbon footprint rneetings will be held online. PMB will meet once a

year in person at the tinre rvhen LIFE project monitor visits the site or back to back with other project events, which
will further linrit the carbon footprint.

Work Package Number WPI Lead Beneficiary l. Udruga BlOlvl

Work Package Name Project Managernent & Coordi nation

Start Month End Month 60

Objectives

Work package on Project nranagement and coordination is linked to all project specific objectives (4 specific objectives
related to threats and one specific objective related to pronroting Griffon vultures and raising awareness).

Expected results
- Efficient adrninistrative, technical and financial inrplementation of the project via Project Management Board. Project
Reports subntitted on time. As Iittle delays in implementation of project activities as possible.

- Monitoring of project progress via Project Steering Conrrrrittee (PSC). Regular annual meetings of the PSC atrd nteeting

m inutes/conclusions.

- Monitoring and rneasuring KPIs via Work package 6 on Monitoring and Evaluation. Regular monitoring of KPIs. KPI
reporting done on time.

Description

ect Steering Comnrittee (PSC)
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Steering Committee (PSC) will be established in order to ensure good communication and suppol't of national
level ke1, stakeholders. It will include representatives of the Nature Protection Directorate of the lVIinistry of Economy
and Sustainable Developnrent (NPD-lvlESD) (associated partner) and the Ministry of Agriculture, and representatives
of each of the national project beneficiaries. PSC will meet once ayear in person, and if necessary organize additional
online nteetings. PSC will be updated by the project beneficiaries on the project progress, discuss potential problenrs
and solutions, provide key input tbr the project After-LIFE Plan and discuss sustainability and upscaling possibilities.
The PSC will be directly involved in the discussion on improving national policy lelated to conservation of Gritfon
vultures - both conservation and veterinary regulations. It will provide a revielv of rnost relevant reports, and support
in their dissenrination.
BIOM will be in charge of conducting an external audit for the project to veriff the project cornpliance with the
accounting standards and certi! that all project expenses are in line rvith the LIFE Grant Agreenrent. Auditors rvill also
check the project funding resources, ensuring that there is no double ftlnding by other EU funding. In addition. external
auditors conduct regular annual audit reviervs of BIOM.
Although most of the deliverables will be written in English, the list also contains several reports in Cloatian because they
deal with local stakeholders or have a local scope. However, as most of the outcomes will contain valuable information,
which can be used for upscaling the project results, these reports will be translated to English as well. This particularly
concerns the deliverables of WP2, WP3 and WP4.

T. 1.2 Monitor and measure horizontal KPIs and project specific indicators (BIOM, VCF, JUP, PZO Krk, HEP DSO):
Two types of indicators will be used when reporting on project outcomes: horizontal KPIs for the LIFE Programme,
as well as specific KPIs relevant to the proposal. These indicators will contribute to evaluating the impact of the LIFE
project in view of the overall objectives of the LIFE Progranrme, in line rvith the Regulatiorl and the Multi-annual Work
Progranrnre for202l-2027. The ploject specific indicators listed in Part C ofthe application rvill be revised before the
start ofthe conservation actiorls, especially regarding the absolute and relative quantification ofthe relevant indicators.
KPIs will then be used to identity the impact of the relevant actions towalds the end of the project and tlve years atter
iirc prujeui iias becrr eerrrrplci,cti. irrlornration iol cornpieting quantitarive and qualirarivc elenrerris oirhc indicators tabie
,_.:il t-_ _^rt--.-J .rrvrrr uu uurr!LrLu L,lr rrrl rlsurdl udsls. lillvrlrr4tlutr 4uutrt PtuJglt utltuuillES dilu luilUluuttuil tu uuJtrlttvE5 ut tllc Llt_L
Progratrrnte will be regularly monitored and evaluated as part of WP6. Project team will be updated on the trends of
specific indicators once per year and the implications for the project rvill be discussed at the Project Managenrent Board
rrteetings. The action rvill actually run throughout the whole project. but rnajoriry of the rvork will be done before each
of the activiry lel)orts. lvhen all data will be collected and surrrmarized and indicator tables will be frlled in.

Budget for the WPI consist of the following:
Kick offmeeting Brussels form BIOM (EUR 1.280) - travel
Annual Project Marragernent Board nreetings in Rijeka incl. rnonitor visit for all partners (EUR 20.1 l5) - travel f venue
& catering
Annual Steering Committees rneetings in Zagreb for all partners (EUR 1.500) - travel + refi'eshments
Project vehicle for access to the project area (LPG) - BIOM (EUR 25.000) - equipment
Yearly project vehicle insurance and registration for BIOM (EUR 3.500)
Project laptops - BIOM (3) & VCF (l ) (EUR 6.100) - equipnrent
Work station for advanced GIS analysis - BIOM (EUR 4.000) - equipment
Project Audit ( I % of total budget) for BIOM (EUR 20.000)
Trarrslations of deliverable/ milestone reports - BIOM (EUR 4.800)
Project fleece for project staffvia BIOM (EUR 1.350)

Work package WP2 - Decrease Nestling Nlortalify

Objectives

Reducing nestling mortality by minirnizing nest disturbance and by improving the rescue and rehabilitation operations
of the Beli Rescue Center for Griffon vultures.

Expected results

Work Package Number wP2 Lead Beneficiary 3. JU Priroda

Work Package Name Decrease Nestl ing Mortal ity

Start Month End Month 54
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- Reduced percentage of nestlings falling into the sea to a maximum of l5%.
- Increased understanding and surveillance ofcolony disturbance during the critical period ofbreeding.
- Increased awareness arnong boat owners ( fishernren, excursion boats, tourists ) about best practices for good behaviour
near Griffon vulture colonies. l0 000 people (boat ownels, tourists, fisherrnen) reached and their awarertess raised by
the end ofthe project
- Inrproved rescue and rehabilitation facilities and operations ofthe Beli Rescue Centre.

T.2.lEstablishabaselinefolthernonitoringofGriffonvulturepopulationsanditsthreats(BIOVI,JUP):
The airn ofthis activity is to collect data frorn the literature. technical reports as rvell as from personal experiences

regarding the positions of Griffon vulture colonies in Kvarner in order to develop basic guidelines for nronitoring the
vulture population, and their breeding success. Apart fronr desk work, a thorough survey of all currently known and
potential (future) nesting sites in the SPA Kvarnerski otoci is going to be conducted in the first season ofthe project.

The developed guidelines r.vill include a detailed list and photos of cliffb rvith the location of each individual nest, ntaps

of the spatial distribution of the colonies, recommendations of when and how often to do the monitoring throughor,rt

the project period and how to record and process gathered data. JUP will support this task by providing their boat and

stafffor the planned surveys.

T.2.2 Establish a video surveillance of Plavnik colony (JUP, BIOM):
Implementation of a pilot project of video surveillance on the Island of Plavnik, where we find that vultttre nests al'e

most exposed to disturbance from the touristic boats. The installation of the system on the cliffitself would be done in
the first year, in late summer when the vultures are not breeding. The system consists of two cameras. One records the
location of one selected nest, and the other camera covers the cliff with the rernaining nests and part of the coastal sea.

All other equiprnent consisting of battery. router and solar panels are located on the plateau at the top of the cliff. The
vicico systerrr lerraius on site tirot-rglrout tire projecr period. For rire irnpieurcrrtatit-rn oi- tire vitieo surveiiiance slslenl,

il
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of disturbance of young birds on clifl's by tourist boats. The data will be used in the analysis ot'the tourist pressure on the

vulture colony' orr the island of Plavnik. a hotspot for drowning nestlings. In addition. the presence of video surveillance
on Plavnik will indirectly lead to rnore responsible behaviour of individual boat olvners (once they knolv they are being
nronitored). BIONI rvill suppori iUP in this task by coordinating volunteers assisting in video tbotage attalyses as rvell
as by supporting a desk study on nest disturbance.
It is inrportant to note that the Croatian Regulation on conservation objectives and rrreasures tbr target bird species

in ecological network sites (Oflicial Gazette25120 and 38i20) already prescribes that 80 meters from the cliffs where
Griffon vultures ale breeding or lesting it is not allowed for boats to stay there, it is not allowed that boats anchor there,

the boat speed cannot be higher than 5 knots, the use ofloudspeakers is not allowed, nor is the intentional disturbance

of species allowed. In addition, floating signs need to be put 80 meters from cliffs where Griffon vultures breed or rest.

However, this is not respected, therefore the project is irnplementing the relevallt activities (Task 2.2, 2.4 and 2.5). In
addition. JU Priroda will advocate for the Regulatiolr to be implernented. with the support of the NPD-MESD, as tltis
part of the Regulation needs to be inrplenrented by the Ministry of the Sea, Transport and lnfrastructure.

Task 2.3 Upgrading the facilities of Beli Rescue Centre (JUP, VCF):
All Griffon vultures that return to the wild after recovery are released from the feeding station on the island of Cres,

nranaged by JUP. Currently it is done by the 'hard-release' rnethod, which rneans releasing the birds directly fi'otn a
transporter after half an hour of driving to the release site. Since this is a stressful method, which can often affect the

success rate ofbirds returning saf-ely to nature, the plan is to design, build and install a srnall 'soft-release' aviary near the

current feeding station, in which the Griffon vultures can be accommodated a few days before their release. The aviary
will be equipped with an automatic door opening / closing system, and at a convenient time when there are other vultures
on the feeding station, the door will open and the birds fronr the aviary lvill join them, thus directly increasing their
chances of survival. This aviary will also be used to capture wltures in order to tag them with GPS transntitters during
the project, especially adult birds that cannot be caught in any other way. The preparation ofthe necessary documentation
(blueprints) as lvell as corrstructing the aviary will be completed in the second year ofthe project, and external assistance

will be subcontracted for these services.
Also. an observation station will be assembled on the release site. Beside observing and recording the behaviour of
vultures first hand at the feeding station, it is also needed as a logistical point for the optimal functioning of the feeding
station itself and the activities that take place around it. The observation place will also be used for ernployees to stay

when releasing and catching birds and a location for storing the necessary equiprrrent. The revision ofthe already existing
docunrentation for the observation station. as well as its constlnction. will be cornpleted in the third year of the project,

and an extelnal associate will be subcontracted for this service. The new observation station will also allow fbr attractive

Description
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to be taken, lvhich can be used for making promotional nraterials for the LIFE SUPpoft project and the
Rescue Centre in general. Thelefore. a suitable carrera and a photo camera with a telephoto lens rvill be purchased.
VCF will support this task as arr experienced international partner by advising JUP on the details required for the soft
release aviary, and the best rvays for it to serve both for releasing rescued and recovered birds, as rvell as capturing
adult birds for tagging. VCF lvill also facilitate visits for Beli Rescue Centre staff to Spain (Rescue Centre exchange)
and Italy (Cornino f'eeding statiolr with soft-release aviary) for the purpose of knowledge exchange and incleasing the
capacity of Beli Centre stafl.

T.2.4 Vigilance network of volunteers to prevelrt disturbance during the sensitive breeding season (BIOM, JUP):
During the period of raising juvenile Griffons in the nest, in late spring and surnnrer, a rnore frequent preselrce of rangers
fronr JUP rvill be ensured at sea. in order to sanction (un)intentional distulbance of Griffon vultures and raise awareness
anrong other boat owners/ nautical tourists to behave responsibly near the colonies. However. to truly have a strong
project presence around the Griffon vulture colonies during the rnost critical period ofbreeding (rvhen nrost nestlings
fall into the sea), BIOIVI and iUP will attract volunteers to support in this activity. BIOM will select and coordinate the
volutrteers, lvhile JUP provides them lvith free acconrmodation at the Beli Rescue Celltre. The volunteers (trained by
JUP) will survey the colonies for a period of 2 rrronths, for which a skipper with boat rvill be subcontracted. This activity
is inrportant for several reasons in this project. First ofall, it rvill allolv for an increased nunrber ofyoung Griffons to be
rescued fi'om drowning. This will include young vultures fi'om more distant colonies on Krk, which otherrvise cannot be
visited as frequently. Second ofall, increased presence in the area will allow for awareness raising ofcolony disturbance
among a rnuch larger number of people (including fishermen, tourists, excursion boat owners, etc.) by talking with them
and providing them lvith infonnation leaflets (developed via task 2.5). These leaflets will include information about how
to behave in the vicinity of colonies, who to contact and what to do when you see a vulture in distress, etc. In addition,
the volunteers rvill report to the JU Priroda if boat operators are not abiding to the nrles, so that the rangers can react
accordingly. This way. nest disturbance will not only be reduced during the actual presence of the surveillance team. but
its eflects will also remain atiel the project flnishes. because people are more aware of the threat they pose to young
Ciifluiis. iirr.ili.r. ii is iariiasiic vrarl i.o prorrrui"c iirc LiiL SUFpori prujcui irr gcrrcrai b-v iravirrg a ior oiirrreracriuns wirir
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T.2.5 Good practice guidance docunrent for boat operators lrear the colonies (JUP. BIOM):
Due to the attractive and the fact that during the summer months juvenile vultures, who are not yet skilled Uiers, and are
visible on the cliffs. especially'on the island of Plavnik. where nests are Iocated lou,above tlre sea. rrany tourist boats
and other vessels come to obsewe thern. In order for this activity to take place in a sustainable rvay, the project rvill
establish guidelines of good practice especially for tourist boat operators in which ternrs the same can be implemented.
A partnership of mutual understanding will be established with the boat owners (tourist boat operators), all with the ainr
of preventing disturbance of the colonies. This activity will be implerrrented in the first yeaq and the document rvill be
produced in the second year ofthe project.
As part of the cooperation with the boat operators, JU Priroda will organize meetings with the boat operators in order for
them to better understand the issues and the threats their activities pose to the Griffon vultures. We expect that 5 years
is enough for the boat operators to respect the regulations. In case 5 years is not enough, JU Priroda will continue with
the volunteer vigilance network (Task 2.4).

Budget fol the WP2 consist of the following:
Baseline monitoring of Griffon vulture colonies together with JUP - BIOM (EUR 1.73 l) - travel
System camera for JUP (EUR 6.700) - equiprnent
Maintenance of systenr camera for JUP (EUR 13.500)
Professional photo cantera rvith tele-objective and GoPro video camera for JUP (EUR 5.400) - equipment
Netrvork Attached Storage for storing and retrieval of large amounts of high fidelity video data (8HD,8TB eachl for
BIOVI (EUR 3.500) - equipment
Leaflet/ best practice for boat owners (design & printing) for BIOM (EUR 2.000)
Volunteer coordination for BIOM (ERU 1.107) - travel
Volunteer vigilance network for nest disturbance monitoring and alvareness raising (3 seasons, 2 months, 2 volunteers)
for BIOM (EUR 6.5 I0) - travel
Skipper + boat for 40 days during high season for BIOM (EUR i7.500) - subcontracting
Boat fuel for nest disturbance monitoring and arvareness raising (3 seasons) for BIOM (EUR 22.500)
Implementation of video surveillance of Plavnik colony fbl JUP (EUR 16.000) - subcontlacting
Study travel in Italy to learn about aviary of Cornino for JUP (EUR 350) - travel
Study travel in Spain for JUP (EUR 1.600) - travel
Soft release aviary - docunrentation for JUP (EUR 2.700) - subcontracting
Soft release aviary - construction for JUP (EUR 20.000) - subcontracting
Observation - revision of docurnentation for JUP (EUR 1.350) - subcontracting
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Observation platforrn - construction for JUP (EUR 47.000) - subcontracting

Work pacliage WP3 - Increase Food Availabilih'

Work Package Number wP3 Lead Beneliciary L Udruga BlOIvl

Work Package Name I ncrease Food Avai labiliry

Start Month I End Month 60

Objectives

Increasing food availability for vultures by irnproving and expanding the existing network of managed feeding stations

and by exploring possibilities to increase natural feeding opportunities.

Expected results:
- Amount of food delivered to feeding stations increased to 40 tons per year.

- Improved permit conditions for feeding stations (to include a larger area for collecting carcasses).

- Establishnrent ofthe first feeding station on the island ofKrk, run by PZO Krk and supplied by local shepherds.

- Basis laid for future work on habitat restoration and the improvement of extensive shepherding practises.

T.3.1 Mapping lood availability and necessity lor Griffon vultures fi'onr the Kvarnel Islands (BIOM):
In ordcl tbr thr-- eristing Cliflbn Iultulc population to survive in the Kvarner area and potentialll'gror., and spread to
neighbcuring sre:s, it is cr'.:cis! to 3n:,.1r3::n 3d3q'.l3ls srno,-:nt cf const:n:!y' :r':.i!:blt fccd. .a.t the rnrnrent. 3ttenpts 3re

being rnade to provide this to the feeding statiorrs on Cres and llt. Udka. The need to establish a feeding station appeared

to be crucial due to the decline ofthe natural food source ofthis population - donrestic sheep. Abandonnrent oftraditiorral
sheep fhrrning is one of the rrain reasons for the endangerment of this Griffon vulture population. Additionally, the
overgrown pastures are inaccessible to vultures. so any sheep dying there carrnot be reached by the vultures. On top of
that, the invasive wild boars are competing with the vultures for carcasses, further reducing the number of carcasses

available to vultures.
In order to establish a sustainable model that provides food for the existing population, it is necessary to define all
available food sources and necessity for Griffon vultures. Food availability and necessity for Griffon vultures lvill
be mapped by conducting a desktop study by BIOM staff, with the support fronr JUP staff. The document/repot rvill
be produced to sunrmarize the findings. Results of the mapping will represent a basis and enable working on the

inrproverrrent of food availability to Griffon vultures in the coming years.

T.3.2 Improve existing supplementary feeding operations (JUB BIOivl, PZO Krk):
The anrount of natural food resources available for the Griffon vulture population is steadily declining. This primarily
refers to the abandonnrent ofsheep farnring as an important econonric activity in the Kvarner islands and the surroutrding
mainland. As a result, vultures are becoming increasingly dependent on established feeding stations for food. It is known
how much food an individual should have available each day, and this poltion increases significantly during the nesting
season. However, existing supplernentary feeding practices need to be improved as tlre amount of food available to
vultures is insufficient, in particular during the breeding season wl.ren Griffon vultures need to fly all the way to northern
Italy where the nearest safe food source is located (the feeding station at Lake Cornino Nature Reserve).

The delivery of food to the existing feeding stations is closely related to the business practice of the company
Agroproteinka, which is the only conlpany in Croatia that has the regulatory permit (contract with the Ministry of
Agriculture) to deliver an appropriate number of animal carcasses to the existing feeding stations. rvhich is why they will
need to be subcontracted lbr this activity. At the moment, in accordance with the existing regulations of the Veterinary
Directorate ofthe Ministry of Agriculture, food is delivered to the existing feeding stations frorn the counties of Primorje-
Gorski Kotar and Istria. The need to provide rnore food will indicate the need for additional areas from which food can be

delivered to existing feeding stations. In order to extend the pernrit for feeding station to be broadened and include food
from a larger alea in Croatia it will be rrecessary to follow all regulatory sanitary procedures set out by the Veterinary
Departrnent of the Ministry of Agriculture.
Regular and adequate supply of feeding stations is currently a crucial item to be provided in coordination with
Agroploteinka and the Veterinary Directorate of the Ministry of Agricr.rlture. Therefore, during the project it is necessaty

to ensure regular communication with these entities and their participation in some activities. Cornmunication with these

I
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entities will be coordinated JUP and BIOlvl
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PZO is currently involved in the supply of the existing feeding station on Cres (Strganac) and in oldel to irnprove
that supply PZO Krk nrust obtain a more suitable vehicle. It must be registered for this activitl' and be able to move on
denranding terrain. At this point, the anirnal renraius that conre to the feeding statiorr on Cres are rnostly the renrains of
slaughterhouse waste. Providing a suitable vehicle and the necessary pernrits to perfornr the activity ofcollecting and
driving carcasses lvill certainly enable the collection of carcasses with higher nutritional value. Once the new feeding
station on Krk is up and running. the project vehicle rvill be used to supply this feeding station instead.

T.i.3. Establishnrent and promotion of new feeding station on the island of Krk (PZO Krk. JUB BIO1VI)
i.3.1 . Providirrg a legislative basis for the establishment of feeding station
Currently there are tr,vo officially established feeding stations for vultures in Croatia, for rvhich an appropriate legal
ptocedure lvas fbllorved in order to establish them. For the establishment of the first feeding station on Krk island. these
ptocedures would need to be followed again. The required permits need to conre fi'om the Vetelinary Directorate of the
Ministry of Agriculture and the from the relevant rnunicipality rvhere the feeding station should be established. As PZO
Krk, who will be running the new feeding station, is inexperienced in this regard it will be suppor-ted by JUP and BIOM
to make sure tlre necessary nreetings lvith the relevant and conrpetent people in the ministry take place. Furthermore,
BIOM and JUP rvill assist PZO Krk in identifring the right location for the feeding station with regard to the needs for
Griffon vultures (no disturbance, enough space, easy to land and fly away, etc.). The nelv feeding station is planned to
be established on the municipality grounds of either Ba5ka or Punat, who rvill also need to be involved in the process
and agree with the proceedings and site selection (a lst step being their lefter ofsupport).
3.3.2. Establishment of a feeding station for vultures on the island of Krk
After obtaining perrnits and appropriate documentation, it is necessary to obtain the necessary equipment after which
the construction ofthe new feeding station can start. Appropriate contractors lvill be subcontracted for the latter, and
will nrostly ensure the fact that the feeding station rvill beconre exclusively available to Griffon vultures, and exclude
cornpetitors such as Golden jackals and Wild boars. Construction should be finished latest in the,lth year of the project
aftel which the station should be fully functional. The newly established t'eeding station will be supplied rvith sheep
r;iieairs5 aitt.i utrtraiils ilurir ilic isiarrd uiKrk. vriricir PZO Krk will bc uoliceiirrg irorrr ioeai sircplicrds wii.lr iireir rrcwiy
^^-..;..-1.-..^:--+-.-l-:-l-r-tt-..:.----.-:4--_.--.--4:--:.,t-.,:tt-trt,t..--t+tt

PruJre! vrrrr!rv. r vrrwrrrrrS JdrrrLdr) PldLrlJlr! /rSruPrurlrrlNd trlrr rrllu lu ul suuuurrrrdrtlu LU uurrlrr ldllds-\

renrains fiorn the leeding station a couple of'tinres per year.

3.3.i. Ensuring the visibilitv of the neu'ly established feeding station for Griffon vultures
It is planned that the ner'vly established feeding station rvill be supplied by sheep carrion fronr the island of Krk. For
this reason. it is necessary to raise awareriess alnorrg looal shephelds alrout its existence. This r.vill be clorre in person b1'

PZO Krk to its shepherd members. as well as on local fbod malkets where othel shepherds are selling theil products.
Additionally, the new feeding station on Krk will provide the option to local shepherds to buy their old sheep from them.
so that they can be used for the feeding station. This concept has been introduced by JUP on Cres and seenrs to be a

successful initiative.

T.3.4 Mapping the changes in habitat and animal hr.rsbandry plactices on the Kvarner Islands (BIOM. PZO Krk, JUP):
3.4. l. Long term study to include rnotivations and drivers for shepherds to continue or stop shepherding. Conflicts with
wildlife, overgrowing fi elds.
The lack ofnatural sources offood for vultures is a continuous process for lvhich it is necessary to deternrine the reasons

that led to the current situation. Therefore, it is necessary to conduct a survey of the local population in the Kvarner
islands. It is planned to create a semi structured questionnaire in order to collect the best possible data on all the reasons

why people leave sheep farming (economic choice. conflicts rvith wildlife, way of life, etc.). In doing so. it is important
to find out what steps need to be taken in order to continue sheep farming in the future and how to prevent the ongoing
decline in this activity. For this purpose, it is planned to subcontract an expert who will create and analyse surveys, with
the assistance of BIOM.
3.4.2. Conduct habitat mapping of overgrown pastures

The abandonnrent of extensive sheep farming in tlre Kvarner islands and on the neighbouring rnainland resulted in the
karstic pastures overgrowing. In order to deternrine the current situation, it is necessary to conduct a study that should
provide information about their condition. Using satellite and orthofoto images, as well as the available habitat and
vegetation maps for the project area, we will map the current extent of pastures on the islands Cres, Rab and Klk and in
Nature park Udka. The study would include a field trip to the area of Udka and the islands of Krk, Rab and Cres in order
to check the necessary data. Each pasture will then be subdivided into 3 categories based on the level of encroaclrment
ofrvoody vegetation (grassland, transition, shrubland), giving us an estintate ofthe pasture's conservation status. Thus,
lve rvill have an objective tool for selecting the areas, which are rnost suitable for pasture conservation and restoration,
considering the needs ofour target species. It rvill also include a list ofpriority sites for restoration in the SPAs Kvarnerski
otoci &Udka&Ciiarija.
3.4.3. Increase the level of knowledge about the possibilities of restoration of overgrown pastures

Overgrowing of pastures is a threat to biodiversiry in the entire coastal and mountainous part of Croatia. This is also
the case in the Kvarner islands, and in order to them, it is to start with the conservatlol'l
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measures as soon as possible. With the airn of revitalizing the curlently overgrown areas on the Kvafner ls ands an

beyond, a two-day workshop will be conducted on the island of Cres which would transfer knorvledge related to the
restoration ofkarst grasslands through the "Dinara back to LIFE" project to the Kvarner islands. The workshop should
be attended by relevant stakeholders fronr the SPAs Kvarnerski otoci and Udka I Ciiarija, rvith antongst thenr staff fronr
Udka Nahrre Park, Prarnenka, and local agricultural cooperatives such as PZ Cres or PZ Rab. The rvorkshop rvill be

orgalrized by BIOIvt and led by project stafffrom Dinara back to LIFE who are currently planning and inrplementirrg

measures to restore overgrown pastures on the Mt. Dinara. As relevant local stakeholders, PZO Krk and JUP will be
joining as participants.

T.3.5 International workshop on best practice experience regarding the implenrentation of the EU sanitary regulation
(VCF, BIOM, PZO Krk, JUP, NPD-MESD)
The EU sanitaty regulation 106912009 and l42l20l I represent a cornerstone for providing a supplernentary supply of
safe food to vulture populations that are affected by food availability in their natural foraging areas. The abovementioned
legislation lays down the rules for using animal by-products and entire carcasses of dead anirnals for supplementary
feeding ofvultures and other scavengers in defined sites lsupplenrentary feeding stations), as well as outside these sites.
Although the national legislation in Croatia relevant to the use of animal by-products for the feeding of vultures at

supplenrentary feeding stations and for disposing of dead aninrals in the envirorrnrent is well synchrorrized with the
relevant EU legulations, supplementary feeding of vultures outside feeding stations is not implemented in Croatia.
Additionally, Croatia has a very well-functioning carcass removal system. where most of dead livestock is quickly
collected by a major company for carcass removal (Agroproteinka) and destroyed by cremation. This system works
well on pretty rnuch all territory excluding sorne islands (e.g. Cres). Agroproteinka is collecting from all big livestock
owners and extensive breeding (rvhere there is a chance that some dead anirlals will not be collected) is in decline in
Croatia. Therefore. apart fronl officially established supplenrentary feeding programrnes. this food source is practically
unavailable to vultures and other scavengers in the country.
In Europe, the inrrnediate conselvation ofcullent vultule populations depends on changes in health legulations afl'ecting
rire avaiiabiiirl, oi'i'trod plovideci by dorncsrie carcasscs. lvian scavenger.s arc pan oi'the dctritai ieroti web oiceos-vstettts.
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, bionrass, thereby contributing to waste removal, disease regulation and nutrierrt cy'cling. During the course olthis action
i 
rve r,vill learn fi'orn the practical experierrce fronr Spain and Portugal in irnplernentation of this sanitary regulatiort and the

i effects it has on food availability and consequent effects on populations ofavian scavengers, especially Griffon vultures.
Sudden changes in the availabiliry ol fbod may cause changes in the population dynanrics olspecies. Lorv availability ol
fbod causes halt and subsequent decline in population growth of the most meat-dependent species, such as the Gritlbn
vulture. Research about the effects of food availability on vulture populations conducted in Spain suggest that food
limitations mainly affect Griffon vultures. Vultures might respond to food shortages by shifting their spatial distribution
leading to population decline and these effects could accelerate in conring years if food limitations continue. From
an ecological perspective, Griffon vultures are the donrinant species of the avian scavelrger guild because they can

monopolize resources to the detriment of other species. This indicates that the provision of supplenrentary feeding
stations as a substitute measure to nreet fbod deficits would mainly favoul this species. A more advisable management

measure would be to reduce the amount of food provided at large feeding stations and promote the creation of smaller
sites that simulate a trophic scenario which resenrbles more closely natural ecosystems, thereby preventing behavioural
changes or any negative effects on population dynanrics. Such scenarios are in line with the Regulatiorr l42l20ll and
have already been successfully inrplemented in Spain ("nruladares"- small feeding stations where farmers fronr one or
several villages deposit carcasses fronr their own herds) as France ("light feeding stations"- individual feeding stations

lvhere farrners are allorved (by official authorization) to deposit on a specific site in their property only the carcasses

from their own herd).

Within this action we will organize an international wolkshop for relevant stakeholders, such as the Ministry of
Agriculture, Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Developrnent. public officials and farming associations from
municipalities from Cres and Krk islands, where the participants will have the opportunity to exchange experiences and

best practices on the inrplementation of EU sanitary regulation and effects that their practical inrplernentation has on

vultures. During the rvorkshop participants will discuss the possibilities and the best course ofaction for establishing
small conrmunal feeding stations in the Kvarner islands to the benefit of both the breeding Griffon vulture population

and to livestock breeders fiom local communities. The 2-day workshop will be organized by VCF and conducted in

Croatia with the support from BIOM.
As a follow-up to the workshop project partners will implernent advocacy activities in order to reinforce the inrpact of
the project. Results ofthe International workshop on best practice experience regarding the irnplenrentation ofthe EU

sanitary regulation r.vill include policy reconrmendations, including argurnents for the revision of the current national

legislation in favour ofsupplenrentary feeding ofvultures outside feeding stations.
In addition to this, project partners. including the NPD-MESD, rvill advocate torvards the Ministry of Agriculture to

revise the current national lation in favour em feeding of vultures outside feeding stations. This means
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that project paftners will lobby for the new atlon to grant Kvarner Islands exceptlon
regulation, in accordance rvith EU sanitary regulation 106912009 and l42120l l. However, considering the complexity
of the issue and the existing challenges, tlris project is focusing on the better irrplenrentation of the current sanitary
regulation lrvith snrall anrendments). Anrendnrents of the regulation in favour of supplenrentary feeding of vultures
outside feeding stations is beyond the scope ofthis project, although project partners r,vill do their best to lobby for it.
We see this as the necessary next step in order to further increase food availability fbr GriiTon vultures.

Budget for the WP3 consist of the following:
Bringing carcasses to the feeding station on Cres, and collecting carcass remains for JUP (EUR 67.500) - subcontracting
Transport vehicle able to approach offroad posts for collection of carcasses for PZO Krk (EUR 30.000) - equiprnent
Fuel and nraintenance oftransport vehicle forPZO Krk (EUR 10.000) - other goods, lvorks & services
Yeally trip to Krk to help establish feeding station for BIOM (EUR 1.395) - travel
Collecting carcass rernairrs feeding station Krk for PZO Krk (EUR 900) - subcontlacting
Construction work of the feeding station for PZO Krk (EUR 10.000) - subcontracting
Creation and dissemination of pronrotional material and pronrotion of the new feeding station forPZO Krk lEUR 15.000)
- other goods, works & services
Equipment for the feeding station for PZO Krk (EUR 14.000) - equiprnent
Field work for habitat mapping on Krk, Cres and/ or Rab for BIOM (EUR 775) - travel
International workshop on EU sanitary regulations for BIOM, VCF, NPD-MESD (EUR 4. I08) - travel
Organization and travel costs for international experts to International workshop on EU sanitary regulations and capacity
building of police on Kvarner for VCF (EUR 8.000)
Habitat restoration experience excharrge with Dinara back to LIFE for BIOM (EUR 3.120) - travel, acconrrnodation for
invited guests. venue & catering
Stakeholder rneetings on Kvarner Islands for PZO Krk (EUR 400; - travel
Suppolt fbr interviewing shepherds tbr BIOM (EUR 2.045)- travel

Qr,rcsl.iotrrrairc with shcphelds labout dlivers, rnorives. conflicts with wiidiif'e. etc.1 cleation, conciucting anci anaiysis ior
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Work package WP{ - Prevention of Poisolring nvents

Description

T.4. I Evaluation of the scope of lead intoxication on the Kvarner Islands (BIOM, JUB VCF):
T 4. I . I . Review of previous cases of lead poisoning in bilds
The irnpacts of lead poisoning through the ingestion of spent lead ammunition used by hunters and game reserye

Work Package Number wP4 Lead Beneficiary l. Udruga BIOM

Work Package Name Prevention of Poisoning Events

Start Month I End Month 54

Objectives

Prevention of poisoning events by exploring best preventive measures to avoid the use of illegal poisoned baits, by
promoting the use of lead-free anrrnunition and by capacity building of relevant enforcement agencies for combating
illegal wildlife poisoning

Expected results:
- By the end of the project, hunters fronr the Kvarner islands understand the inrpact of lead on wildlife and there is a
reduction of at least l8 kg of lead in the environmerrt, due to using lead-free ammunition.
- By the end of the project, the number of livestock killed by predators rvill be reduced by 500 animals on Krk island,
due to introducing preventive measures such as fences, fladry systems and shepherd dogs.
- By 2027, at least 20 police officers frorn Prirnorje-Gorski Kotar County and other law enforcement officers are educated
about best practices concerning tackling poisoning incidents.
- By the end of the project, at least 30 specimens of blood and tissue samples from birds will be analysed for lead
intoxication, thus contributing to the evaluation of the scope of lead poisoning in Kvarner.
- By the end of the project 25 Griffon vultures are tagged and their movement data incorporated in the early-warning
system for poisoning events.
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lranagers is well known for a wide range of bird species. This thleat contributes to population declines of waterbilds
and scavenget's. Avian scavengers, whose diet rypically includes game birds and nramrnals, are especially at risk of
lead poisoning from ingestion of carcasses with fragnrented or residual lead anrmunition that is used in hunting. This
activity ainrs to investigate the scope oflead intoxication and its effects on rvildlife in Croatia, focusing especially on the
Kvarner islands, as the single nlost irnportant region for Griffon vultures in the country and one of their last strongholds
in the Balkan Peninsula. The evaluation of the scope of lead intoxication on the Kvarrrel islands will consist of two
main components. The first conrponent entails compilation and analysis of data related to lead intoxication of rvildlif-e
fronr the Kvarner islands and Croatia. For data gathering, a questionnaire will be prepared by BIOr\1 and sent to relevant
governmental institutions. The questionnaire rvill focus on acquiring information regarding: historical data about lead
intoxication in rvildlife, rvith a special focus on birds fronr the Kvarner area. Also, the project beneficiaries lvill endeavour
to obtain all publicly available data regarding lead poisoning lofficial records and reports fronr relevant national
institutions. published papers and project reports. internal databases of CSOs). VCF will assist r.vith questionnaire
development and result analysis, as they have vast experience in reviewing such data. In scope ofthis activiry an extenral
expeft on lead poisoning of wildlife will be hired to consult the project beneficiaries in tackling this thleat for Griffon
vultures.
The gathered data will be compiled in the forrn of a reporl by BIOM and rvill be incorporated in the deliverable "Report on
tackling lead poisoning and introducing non-lead ammunition to hunters in the Kvarner area". Increasing and inrproving
available infornration on the scope oflead poisoning in Croatia is essential for better understanding ofits drivers and
origins, conveying tlre message to the general public and other target audiences that it is a public lrazard and that it has
darnaging etl'ects to numerous wildlif-e, especially scavengers.

T 4.1 .2 Toxicological analysis of bird samples
The second component of the evaluation of tlre scope of lead intoxication represents the conduction of toxicological
analysis lront sarnples collected fronr avian scavengers, such as Griffon vultures, but also lrorn other bird species. At
least 30 specinrens of blood and tissue will be analysed for presence of lead and levels of lead intoxication. JUP will
assisi iii collectiiig ilie tissiic sairiplc". alurig riitli DIO:'i. Rs.rrll: ubi.ririci fiurii ilissc.iii.il\sc) iiili cii.ibls llic piu.icui
bc:-:cflcra;:c:, as l',c!l a:;rlc','a;:i sial<cl;oldci:. to gal;; add;tr;iral ;;;s;g!ri ii;to il;; cii;';;;ri s;opc a;,;d fi';qu;;l;_, of tl-,;s

thrcat to birds. Toxicological analysis olcollected sanrples rvill be corrducted by a prolessional laboratory'institutc. The
findings of this activiry r.vill be conrpiled in the tbrnr of a report and also incorporated in the deliverable "Report on

I 
tackling lead poisoning and introducing non-lead anrnrurritiorr to hunters in the Kvarner area"

T.4.2 Boost voluntary use of lead-free arnmunition by local hunters on Kvarner (BIOM, JUP, PZO Krk):
Establishnrent of official collaboration with local hunting associations in the area of Kvarner islands Krk, Rab and Cres
is crucial for promoting the use of lead-free amnrunition in the region. BIOIvI has already established good collaboration
with fr.vo hunting associations fronr Cres during the implernentation of the "Kvarner Unleaded project" in 2019, with
whom lve lvill proceed to collaborate within this project. Promoting the use of lead-free amnrunition r'vill be an entirely
new activify" fol the islands of Krk and Rab. Due to the existing conflicts that local communities are having with wild
boars, which have been introduced as game anirnals on the islands and jackals, there is an interest from local hunting
associations to participate in this activity.
Two educational lvorkshops and one nreeting will be organized on each ofthe three Kvarner islands during the project.
The prograntnre of the workshops lvill focus on all aspects of the use of non-lead anrmunition, fronr its effectiveness
fronr a ballistics point of view, to its conservation impact on the environr.nerrt in cornparison to lead bullets. The first
workshops will be carried out in the first yeal of the project, during rvhich the LIFE SUPport project will be presented

to the hunters by BIOM, and lectures rvill be held by external presentel's about non-lead arnmunition. During the first
workshops participants will have an opportunity to take non-lead ammunition which they are encouraged to use for their
hunting activities in order to veriff its effectiveness. Huntels will in return be asked for feedback on their satisfaction
with the use of distributed anrnrunition through a survey.
,4 meeting with hunters will also be organized on each island in the nriddle of the project to gain further insight into
their use of lead-free amnrunition. During this rneeting the hunters will also lrave arr opportunity to take rnore lead-free

ammunition if needed. We plan to distribute the lead-tiee ammunition to about 150 huntels (around 6,000 rounds in total).
The second workshop will be conducted in 2025 on each of the Kvarner islands, dLrring which information about hunters'
experiences and attitudes related to the performance of non-lead arrmunition will be presented. Again, the workshops
will be held in cooperation with external experts that will be contracted for this service.
The results ofthe cooperation with hunters from the Kvarner islands will be presented during a one-day final conference.
on lvhich hunters from across the Primorje-Gorski Kotar county will be invited. The planned number of participants
is 75. Apart fi'om hunters fronr Kvarner islands that were involved in testing non-lead amnrunition, we plan to invite
national experts on the topic, as wellas a tbreign hunter, who has expelience in using non- lead arnmunition.
JUP will participate in the lvorkshops as they manage the Natura 2000 sites in Primorje-Gorski Kotar County and hunters
are very irnportant stakeholders to tackle threats for birds. PZO Krk will also participate in the workshops and facilitate
collaboration with hunting associations on Krk island.

i.
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0r this activify, BIOIVI will ploduce a repor-t on tackli ng lead poisoning an lng non-lead ammunition to hunters
in the Kvarner area. which will serve as an additional tool to boost the promotion of the use of no-lead amnrunition for
hunting. The resulfs of the work with hunters tvill also be published in a selected hunting nragazine.

T.1.i Capacity building of police on Kvarner (BIOM, VCF):
This activi['ainls to raise the operational capacities of police officers from the Primorje-Gorski Kotar County and staff
of other governmental institutions on the topic of cornbating wildlife poisoning. In 20 I 8, BIOtvl staff have already gave
alecture to police officers in the Prinrorje-Gorski Kotar county on the topic of tackling illegal killing of birds. Through
aquestionnaire at the end ofthe r.vorkshop, the police officers have stated a further need for education on the topic.
Thus, in scope ofthis project rve r.vill organize fvvo one day rvorkshops for law enforcement officers based on the training
nlodel developed under the auspices of the BalkanDetox LIFE project (LIFElg GIENL/001016), and will consist of
condtrcting the Basic anti-poisoning training course fi'om the Wildlife Crinte Academy (WCA). The Basic anti-poisoning
training course covers all aspects ofthe practice ofillegal wildlife poisoning and enables the participants to gain general
knowledge about the efforts that need to be invested frorn each relevant governmental authority to tackle this threat
towildlife. The training will be given by representatives from the Croatian instinltions that corrrpleted the full training
progranlnle of the WCA in Spain and have acquired certificates as trainers. Also, two representatives fronr the Regional
Govertrment of Andalusia (Junta de Andalucia), who organized the WCA, will be invited as lecturers. For this purpose,
a translating service will be purchased for the rvorkshop. VCF will facilitate cooperation rvith Junta de Andalucia, as
they have alleady cooperated in the WCA. VCF will also assist BIOM in designing the workshop content.

T.'1.4 lrrrplenrent best prevelrtive measures to avoid using illegal poisoned baits on small scale areas (PZO Krk, BIOM):
Within this activity the project beneficiaries will promote the use of preventive l'neasures, safe for anintals and the
environment, which can significantly t'educe the losses of the most relevant stakeholders fbr wildlit-e poisoning ( livestock
breeders, farmers, htrnters) inflicted by wild animals lprirnarily predators). Thus. this activity airrrs to reduce the hurnan-
wildlife conflicts. which are recognized as the main motives behind illegal poisoning in the Balkan region.
Irr addititln to fhe soc:io-ecotronric research r'ondrrcted as part of actir/iq' T.-1.4. t.. shqph,lldc arrd ^ther !i..,estock: l-.reeders

I on Krk will be offered Dotential solufions to the issrre olsrrfferirr{r losses drre fn nredatinrr hviackals arrd rvild lrnarc n,'
' the island. itt order to pi.u.nt the occurrence ofpotential poisoning olrvild aninrals. Livestock on Krk island is kept in a
J traditiorral rvay. tbllora'irrg extensive agro-grazing practices. Since there were no natural predators present on the Kvarner

islands trntil tlre nriddle olthe 20th century. livestock herds needed no protection and were generally rarell'attended by
shepherds. This practice has endured still on the islands, rvhich is another reason rvhy livestock breeders are suffering
frequent losses of sheep. especialll, larnbs, fi'om jackals and wild boars. Considering that the jackal has been present on
the island of Krk for about ten years, causing regular danrages to livestock, especially during the lambing period, we
believe that there will be significant interest in the local comnrunities of Krk to actively engage in the implementation
of this action and to apply sonte of the preventive nreasures. As PZO Krk already rvorks closely with shepherds on Krk
island, they will be leading the implenrentation of this whole activity.
The project team will introduce several pleventive measures to the local comnrunities on Krk, such as the purchase
of shepherd dogs for guarding and steering cattle during grazing, installing fladry systems, fencing pastures lvith an
electric fence or fencing sheep with solid barriers or fences. Through the course ofthis action local livestock breeders
will assess the effectiveness of these preventive measures. The inrplenrentatiorr of this activity will enable the project
teanl, as well as the local stakeholders, to identifi, the optinral preventive nreasure that can be applied or adapted to suit
their specific circumstances tvith predation by jackals and wild boars. By fencing the sheep. horvever, we will change the
current practises of extensive shepherding where sheep are allowed to roam fi'eely. PZO Krk will therefore subcontlact
external assistance to assess the quality ofthe habitat in these experirnentally fenced pastures, in case certain measures
should be taken by/ commuuicated to the shepherds to make sure habitat qualify is ensured. In addition to the above-
mentioned testing ofbest-practises, the close cooperation with hunting associations should help in reducing the predation
on livestock, and the subsequent conflicts that arise rvith rvildlife. Golden jackal and Wild boar are officially regarded
as invasive species to the island and therefore hunting is permitted on thent throughout the year. Local hunters would be
encouraged to hunt using lead-free arrtrrunition, which r.vill be provided under action T.4.2, in areas of the island rvhere
conf'licts with predators most often occur'.

T.zl.5 Further development and adaptatiorr of the early rvarning systenr for accidents and mortality events (VCF, BIOM,
JUP):
Through the course of the LIFE SUPport project rve will tag 25 Griffon vultures fi'om the Kvarner population, rvhich rvill
be constantly monitored. their movements and transmifted data analysed in order to be vigilant for potential poisoning
incidents that rnight occur in the environment and respond timely lvith field investigations. The tagged birds will be
used for investigative purposes. according to best practice method developed under another Life funded project - LIFE
I4NAT/BG/649 project, as described in the manual "Early waming systenr for wildlife poisoning based on intensive GPS
tracking of Griffon vultures". Staffmenrbers from BIOVI rvill serve as an ''Alarntist" and rvill follorv the ntovemeltts of

vultures each hour duri the day 2417.The ''Alarnrist" will send inforrnation to the ointed local focal point
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{project partner) if he suspects any unusual behaviout', movement, or body temperature data fi'om the tracked vultures.
Then the local focal point will directly make a field search or organize and navigate logistics for other tearrrs. The field
search with exact GPS coordinates provided fronr the "Alarnrist" will determine the probable reason for landing of the
vultttres and rvill be reported back to the "Alarnrist" 1in order to remain vigilant and closely monitor other GPS tracked
vultures in the area) and signal to the respective competent authorities r,vill be send in case an action is needed.
Should the field search detect signs ofpotential poisoning, or discover dead vultures, the local focal point will report the
incident to the relevant authorities according to thejurisdiction plotocol. This protocol that desclibes the respective roles
and responsibilities ofrelevant governmental authorities along the chain ofcustodf is already being developed under
the auspices of the BalkanDetox LIFE ploject (LIFElg GIE,1{L/00 l0l6) and will be put to use within LIFE SUPport
project as well in order to ensure the tinrely response from the right law enforcernent agencies to potential poisoning
incidents. Once establislred in full, the early rvarning systenr will also involve local project partners lincluding the role of
the Alarnrist) to create nrore local capacity and to increase the cornnrunication and understanding of the practice alnol"lg
project partnet's and beyond.
Monitoring of the GPS tracked vultures is good to be done by local working groups as they are more familiar with
the local circumstances and specifics, which sometimes cannot be fully understandable frorn the "Alarmist" working
remotely. The optimal data collection is taking GPS fix every l0 min and data load of every 2 to 4 hours. In case of
emergency certain tags could be shifted to take GPS fixes every 5 min and data load to 20 min or alike. The Alarmist will
check the GPS transnritters through his smart phone in internet platfornr every I -2 hours during the daylight 365 days in
the year. It will intensiry the checks upon situations of enrergency or if a problematic situation is supposed or identified.
Additionally, the project beneficiaries will provide an early warning system app for enforcement agents in each project
country. The early warning system will be provided to BIOM by the VCF. The initial version of the application will
be developed and adapted to Croatian during the implementation of the LIFEIg GIEA{L/001016 project and made
available to the Project tearn. BIOM will be in charge of further adaptation and possible improvernent of the app and
its distributiorr to relevant larv enforcernent bodies in Croatia (police, erlvironmental inspection, nafure conservation
institutes. forestry service. ranger service). The wide distribution of the early warning systenr app among relevant
stakeholders lvill signiticantly increase their response time to potential nrortality incidents in the environment, enabling 

I

them to teact rmmedrately to any problematrc situatlon that mrght occur according to the data received through the app.

Budget for the WP4 consist of the following:
Tagging and releasing of birds for BIOM (EUR 5.770) - travel
Tags lor studying bird rirovenrent (inclusive halrress nratelial), additional data fee arrd inclusion Wildlif-eiVlonitor for
VCF (EUR 45.000) - other goods, works and services
Teflon tape for replacing fallen tags from Griffon vultures for BIOM (EUR 500) - other goods, works and services
Training workshop on vulture tagging for VCF (EUR 900) - travel
Field work to collect vulture samples for BIOM (EUR 2.656) - travel
Analyses of tissue and blood samples of Griffon wltures for BIOM (EUR 5.000) - other goods, r,vorks and services
Pathomorphological analysis cost (5 birds per year, 5 years) for JUP (EUR 5.000) - other goods, works and services
Experts for selection ofappropdate dog breed, acquirement ofdogs, and their training to protect sheep on Krk for PZO
Krk (EUR 8.000)
Equipment purchasing for experimental fenced pasture (set up by shepherds) for PZO Krk (EUR I 5.000) - equiprnent
Support for best-preverrtive measures for BIOM (EUR 1.845) - travel
Monitoring of the effects of extensive shepherding and experimental fenced pastures on the state of the valuable habitat
- 5 years for PZO Krk (EUR 29.000) - subcontracting
Lead-free amnrunition,40 bullets per hunter (150 hunters) for BIOM (EUR 18.000) - other goods, works and services
Stakeholder meetings on Kvarner Islands tbr PZO Krk (EUR 500) - travel
Meetings with hunters on Cres. Krk and Rab for BIOM (EUR 14. I 8l ) - travel, lecturers. venue & catering
Expert on lead poisoning of wildlife to consult the project partners for BIOM (EUR 1.500)

Work package WPs - Prevention of Electrocution Events

Work Package Number wP5 Lead Beneficiary 5. HEP-ODS d.o.o

Work Package Name Prevention of Electrocution Events

Start Month End Month 56

Objectives

15



Reducing mortality arising fronr electrocution by applying appropriate mitigation nreasures on the nrost inrportarrt
electrocution hotspots in the project area.

Expected results:
- Priorify- sites for bird electrocution mitigation orr the rnediunr voltage nehvork identit'ied.
- Mitigation nleasures applied by retrofitting -200 nredium voltage poles tbl bird saf'ery.

- At least l0 volunteers have received training about bird electrocution, ensuring the sustainability ofthe work.
- Three workshops held (targeting 60 persons) in order to mainstream bird conservation arnong energy sector employees
at the county level.
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T.5.1 lmprove the knowledge base on bird electrocution in the Kvarner area (BIOM, HEP DSO, VCF):
The ainr of this task is to establish a baseline for the project in relation to Griffon vulture electrocution in the project
area. and to further the knorvledge about local GV movements and behaviour. in order to identifu priority areas for
mitigation. The task includes:
r 5.l.l. Carcass searches around high-risk MV infrastructure, in three locations chosen by priority for Griffon vultures.
The first carcass searches will be used as a baseline in this project, and will be repeated in three subsequent years (2023,
2024,2025) as part of project inrpact monitoring (WP6). The carcass searches rvill focus on a) areas rvhere the MV
infrastructure is highly risky for birds by design, b) areas known to be frequently visited by Griffon wltures for roosting,
feeding etc.. as deterrnined by the nroverrrent analysis described as sub-task 5.1.3. This activity will be perfornred by
BIOM, with assistance from local HEP DSO employees as appropriate.
o 5.1.2 Training volunteers for rnonitoring bild electrocution. Two workshops will be olganised in order to recruit and
train volunteers that will contribute to the monitoring of impact for the activities of this pro.iect (WP6). The workshops
will be prepared and perfornred by BIOM. One workshop will be held on the island of Cres, and another at a location

i 
yet to be determined. 

]

. 5.1.j Movemettt analysrs of GPS tagged Griflbn vultures fbr the purpose of deternrinirlg the electrocution risk. Existirrg i

j nrovenrent data for Griffon vultures in Croatia rvill be combined rvith newly collected data and analysed comprehensively

ito bener understand the habitat pret'erence, habitat availabiliry" and movement pafterns of Grillbn vultures in ordel to
] enable the prediction of new electrocution hotspots. This activity will be performed by BIOI!{. with support frorn VCF.
This sub-task will also feed into the later broader movelrlent analysis to be perforrned by VCF, rvhich will incorporate
all Griffon vulture movement data collected during project inrplerrrentation (task 6.2.4.).
As a result of task 5.1, we will have a clear pictur'e of rvhere the priority hotspots for bird electrocution are in the
project area, we will know rvhat the baseline for the project is in ternrs of bird elecrocution, and we r.vill ensure that the
nronitoring of bird electrocution is cost-effective and sustainable by recruiting and training volunteers willing to perfbrm
the monitoring in the future.

T.5.2 Applying rnitigation measures to priority bird electrocution hotspots (HEP DSO, BIOM)
The airn of this task is to retrofit selected areas of the mediurn voltage (10 - 35 kV) nerwork to be bird-safe by applying
specific mitigation measures. The areas r.vith the highest pliority will be selected as established by Task 5.1. The exact
locations will be selected jointly by BIOM and HEP DSO to maxirnise conservation impact.
The most appropriate method of rnitigation/retrofitting will be decided by HEP DSO according to the specifics of
each location, considering practical technical limitations (pole design, surrounding terrain etc.) in order to ensure the
biggest cotrservation impact within the allocated budget. The possible bird electrocution nritigation measures will be,
in decreasing order ofpreference:
r Replacing seglrrents of uninsulated nrediunr voltage conductors with serni-insulated conductors.
o Installing insulating covers on individual medium voltage poles.
o Installing raised perches or divefters.
The technical designs (project documentation) as well as installation will be subcontracted by HEP DSO to a third party
licensed to design and perfornr the necessary construction work.
As a result of Task 5.2, an expected 200 new MV poles or pole-mounted transforrners rvill be made bird-safe in the
project area. The exact nulrber of individual retrofitted poles rvilldepend on the chosen nrethod for retrofitting as well
as geography (e.g. coarser terrain increases the cost per pole.)

T.5.3 Mainstreanring of bird conservation and bird electrocution nritigation with targeted ellergy companies (BIOM,
HEP DSO):
The airn ofthis task is to raise awareness arnong targeted stakeholders about bird conservation. Torvards this purpose,

three stakeholder seminars will be organised by BIOM with support fronr HEP DSO. The senrinars will cover the topic of
bird electlocution. including its detection and mitigation. The target audience fbr the seminars will be HEP DSO county-

of MV nraintenance subcontractors and ernployees of county public institutions for the

Description

level em
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management of protected areas, including rangers. The purpose will be to raise the sensitivity of different stakeholders
to the issue of electrocution, to mainstrearn biodiversity conservation in the energy sector at the county level, and
specifically to increase the rate of detection of bird electrocution events during other activities (regular MV maintenance,
ranger surveillance).

Budget for the WP5 consist of the following:
Carcass search to establish baseline Griffon vulture electrocution hotspots (Cres, Ucka and TBD)for BIOM (EUR 2.533)
- travel
Field equipnrent for volunteers rv/ Bionr & project branding (softshell jacket, stationery, steel rvater flask, hat) (€ I I 0
per set. 20 sets) for BIOM (EUR 2.200) - other goods, works and sewices
Volunteer trainings on 2 locations (Cres and TBD) for BIOM (EUR 7 .140) - tlavel, venue & catering
Production of technical project docurnentation for substituting existing MV power lines with insulated overhead cables
for HEP DSO (EUR 27.000) - subcontracting
Equipment for rnitigation measures - pylon insulation OR insulated overhead cables (depending on the priorify hotspot
analysis) for HEP DSO (EUR 145.000) - equipment
Irnplementation of mitigation measures: installation of pylon insulation OR substirution of existing overhead lines with
insulated overhead cables for HEP DSO (EUR 98.000) - subcontracting
Seminars for staffof targeted energy companies (Rijeka, Gospic and 2-TBD) for BIOM & HEP DSO (EUR 4.752) -
travel, venue & catering
Training course on state-of-the-art animal movement analysis for BIOM (EUR 2.600) - course fee + travel

Work package WP6 - Monitoring & Evaluation

Work Package Number wP6 Lead Beneficiary l. Udruea BIOM

'rlbrk Pachagr iinritr rvlUllltUl lllB Oa LValUallUll

Start Month End Month 57

Objectives

Irnproving the breeding conditions for the last population of Griffon vulture in Croatia by tackling rnultiple tlrreats
simultaneously. Improved understanding of their movements, needs and behaviour of the species.

Expected results:
- An increaseofthenurnberofbreedingpairsbytheendoftheprojectfrom ll0to 125

- A breeding success increase from 70 to 75o/o

- A total of 25 Griffon vultures are tagged and their nrovenlents analysed for identif ing differences in dispersal and
behaviour befiveen adult andjuvenile birds, changes in their feeding range, as well as potential areas ofelectrocution
hotspots or other mortality events.
- Overarching leport outlining the impacts ofthe project conservation actions related to each ofthe threats.
- By the end of the project the general public is more aware of Griffon vultures and their threats, as well as of the project
and its results - increase by at least I 5% frorn the beginning until the end ofthe project

Description

T.6.1 Monitoring of Griffon vultures breeding and moventents (BIOM, JUB VCF):
T 6. I . I Based on results of task 2. I , Griffon vulture colonies rvill be thoroughly monitored every year in order to assess

their breeding pair numbers and breeding success. Monitoring of colonies will be mostly done by boat since the nrajority
ofthe Croatian population ofGrittbn vultures nests on the clitls above the sea. Every year throughout the duration ofthe
project. all Griffon vulture colonies will be surveyed by staff of JUP and BIOM at least three times. Timing of surve1,5 lvill
be planned accordingly considering phenology ofthe species so the whole breeding period is covered. During each visit,
all obseryed birds will be recorded, their position coordinates will be recorded and most important data collected (status
of nesting) to determine overall size of breeding population as well as its breeding success. Population size and breeding
success will be calculated on the level of sub-colony because it is known that on this level birds usually coordinate the
nesting preparation and start ofincubation (SuSii 2010.). This activity rvill be carried through the whole project on the

same schedule and with the sarne rnethod so data collected will be comparable befween different years and will be useful
in determining the trend of the Croatian breeding population. Results of these surveys will be published on a yearly basis.

T 6.1 .2. The implernentation of the method, developed within 'Vultures back to LIFE' - LIFE I4NATiBG/649, intensive
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monitoring of tagged GPS transm ltters w it ensure in this proJect detection of possible cases

of poisoning of Griffon vultures or other threats that would cause death of birds, such as. electrocution. Given that the
escalating problenr orr the Kvarner islands is non-native game (rvild boar and jackal) rvhich causes great damage to
extensive sheepherding, there is a real danger ofillegal poisoning in the habitat. Therefore, it is crucial to establish this
rype of nrorritoring, considering the specifics of the Kvarner population. By regularly nronitoring GPS locations, it is
possible to detect very quickly rvhether the birds are not movirrg. and fbr all potentially suspicious situations. a field
inspection is perfbrmed.

Inordertoeff'ectivelyapplythernethod,theprojectrvill procure25GPStransmittersthatwill beequippedon I0adult
and l5juvenilevulturesthroughfiveyearsofprojectimplernentation.Tlrernovementdatawill beanalysedbyVCFin
order to determine the Griffon vultures' habitat preference, site use and general nrovenlent/ migration patterns. As the
output ofthis task, a report rnapping and explaining the data will be ploduced and nrade available to stakeholders.

T.6.2 Monitoring of threats and the effectiveness of the project conservation actions (BIOIU. JUP. PZO Krk, VCF):
6.2. I Nest disturbance
Through analysing video material obtained as part of task 2.2, the interaction betrveen boat owners and Griffon vultures
on Plavnik island will be assessed in detail. Additional data will be collected by frequent field visits by the volunteer
vigilant task force which will be active around the colonies during the sensitive surnnrer period for breeding. Constant
video surveillance on Plavnik and fi'equent visits to colonies by volunteers rvill allow the ploject team to collect a bigger
data set needed to better assess tlre scope of irnpact of this threat. Also. numbers of drowned. rescued, rehabilitated and
released birds will be recorded each year with relevant details 1e.g. date, cause of drowning if known, weight of the
bird, overall condition, injuries, result of recovery etc.) and used to feed into ayearly report that will be produced and
shared with relevant stakeholders.
6.2.2 Food availabiliry
As a significant increase in the availabiliry of tbod for the Griffon vulture population is planned throughout the duration
of the project, it will be monitored on an annual basis. A short report on the quantiry of fbod delivered to existing
fce.litig.i.itioii: niill bc picp.lctl urr ari arirtuul busis. Data wiii bc ubiairrsd ilurrr iirc uurrrpc'rcrrI pui-riiu irrsiiiuiiuris and
 --^--^;-:.-l-^ ^.-lf-^.--n7 l/..1. ^.-^-:l--.--...f--J:.----.-.:^.-:- --a-l-l:-l--l^.-Ja-.---r:----l F.--41----.------ -.:i--f-^.-, \!i, vPt urwrrrr\d , v rulv rwurdse

olvultules visiting the f-eeding stations will be analysed by the prolect stafi Knorvlcdge olihe anlount of available
food r'vill enable the reflection of this parameter on the overall condition of the population and the need to act in case

of iderrtified deficiencies.
6.2.3 Lead and carcass poisoning (usirrg poisoned baitsl
Related to the topic ofpoisoning there are several stakeholders involved. namely shepherds, hunters and police officers.
With regard to lead poisoning. several indicators will be monitored to measure the impact of the project actions, namely
l) the number of hunters that used non-lead ammunition during the project and their satisfaction with the use of such
arrrmunition, as well as information if they plan to continue to use it after the project period;2) the reduced anrount of
lead in the environnrent by boosting voluntary use of lead-free ammunition among hunters; 3) the general awareness of
key stakeholders regarding lead poisoning and its effect on Griffon vultures and other rvildlife, will be measured through
sutveysorinterviewsconductedatworkshopsandnreetings(task4. I and4.2). Forpoisoningbytheuseofpoisoned
bait it is rnore difficult to quantifu the results directly (as this is an illegal activity and thetefore hard to monitor), but at
least the number ofshepherds participating in the best preventive measures and their assessment oftheir effectiveness,
and related to that the drop in numbers of sheep being killed by jackals will be monitored. Additionally, the number of
educated larv enforcentent officers and feedback as to lrow well the Iearning goals were achieved will be recorded.
6.2.4 Monitoring of nritigated porver infrastructure through carcass searches

ln ordel to assess the effectiveness of applied mitigation measures, bird electrocution rnonitorirrg will be perfornred on

years 2, i, and 4 on the same hotspots/segments oi MV polver lines whele baseline carcass sealches will have been

conducted as part of Task 5.1. The pararneters lecorded will be MV pole design. rnaterial, console configuration and
any birds found. Discovered bird carcasses will be carefully removed from the premises upon discovery to prevent

double records. ln the case of Griffon vulture, if there is suspicion of poisoning, birds lvill be collected for autopsy. This
nronitoring will be perfornred by volunteers as rvell as BIOM personnel.
6.2.5 Ecosystenr services snrdy
The goal ofthis task is to conduct ecosystem seruices study and describe the starting conditions and values ofthe project
area. The resr.rlts will help to demonstrate the benefits provided by the local ecosystems to the local community. general
public. policy makers and other relevant stakeholders. Results will be promoted and available through a report.
In order to ensure consistency with the national and EU fi'ameworks, ecosystem sewices will be assessed in accordance
with the lvlAES Analytical Framework, i.e. its nrethodology and indicators, considering the guide Assessing ecosystenls
and their services in LIFE projects, and adapting it to the site level and local conditions ifneeded. Assessnrent rvill use

Cotlrtron International Classification of ecosystem services.
VCF will cotrduct ecosystenr services with the help of an external expert (scientist) in order to ensure best qualiry of
the study.
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Monitoling of public awareness (BIOM, JUP, PZO Krk)
Durirrg the course of the project. we will rnonitor and lleasure public awareness regarding the conseryation of the Griffon
vulture and the project in general, via a public attitude survey / public opiniou poll at the beginning and end ofthe project.

The poll will be targeted at the general public, but with a special focus on local conrmunities frorn Primo{e-Gorski
Kotar, Istria and Lika-Serrj coutlties and on specific stakeholder groups (shepherds, hunters, people lvorking in tourisnt,
boat orvners). By conducting a baseline and endline study, rve gain insight into the percentage oflocal stakeholders that
became aware of Griffon vulture conservation and their threats, due to the impact of this project.

The following public attitudes r.vill be surveyed: awareness of Griffon vultures. their importance in the ecosystem and
existing threats to them; support towards Griffon vulture conservation and related consewation measures; interest fornr
target stakeholders to test non-lead anrmunition and preventive nreasures regarding predation oflivestock, in potential

future projects; and awareness about the LIFE SUPport project.

Socio-econorlic inrpact of project actions on the local economy and population will be assessed through the socio-

econonric survey implemented in the final year of the ploject. Survey results will be shared rvith local and regional

stakeholders with the idea of further awareness raising and motivation to engage in nature conservation.

Expert(s) will be subcontracted in order to design the methodology for the surveys (develop questions and the most

appropriate approach for the surveys). Expert(s) will also provide survey analysis with conclusions and estimates on
reached targets. Depending on the nrarket analysis either ajoint procurenlent or trvo separated procurement procedures

will be conducted.
Conrrnunication, dissemination and visibility is covered in WP7.

Budget for the WP6 consist of the following:
MonitoringofGriffonvulturecoloniestogetherrvithJUP-BIOM(l2trips-3tripsperyear)(EUR6.924)-travel
Rent a boat for winter nronitoring for JUP (EUR 6.750)
2 x professional binoculars to assist in colony monitoring for BIOM (EUR 6.000) - equipnrent

Bird electrocution monitoring (Cres, Ucka and TBD) tbr BIOVI statT& volunteers (EUR 7.599)- travel
j x GPS ibr bird electrosurion rnonitoling anci nrapping oluolonies ipr tslONi (EUR 2.000i- cquiprricrri
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Ecosystem services survey for \,'CF (EUR 5.000) - subcontracting
Public attitude inrpact survey for BIOM (EUR 16.000) - subcontracting
Socioeconomic inrpact survey for BIOM (EUR 16.000) - subcontracting

Work package !VP7 - Comtnunication, Dissemination & Visibilitl'

Description

'Work Package Number wP7 Lead Beneficiary l. Udruga BIOM

WorkPackage Name Communication, Dissemination & Visibility

Start Month End Month 60

Objectives

Promoting Griffon wltures and raising alvareness of their threats and rreeds to local stakeholders, the wider public and

government bodies.

Expected results:
- 687 local stakeholders with direct connections to threats for Griffon vultures actively targeted by or involved in project

activities, including excursion boat operators (22), shepherds (95), hunters (490), police olfrcers (20) and employees of
energy companies (60).
-360children,from l2differentschoolsintheprojectarea,educatedaboutGriffonvulturesandtheirthreats,bymeans
of introductory lectures, interactive workshops and field trips.
- During the last year of the project a total of 3.900.000 inrpressions of Croatian persons reached through online media.

With VCF as a partner this nunrber is expected to be nruch higher even on an international scale.

- Active engagement of at least 52 volunteers in activities related to Griffon vulture conservation. such as bird
electrocution monitoring, nest disturbance monitoring, camera footage analyses and awareness raising among boat

0wneIs.
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T.7. I Developnrent and irnplementation of the LIFE SUPport conrmunication plan (BIOM, JUP, PZO Krk. VCF, HEP
DSO. NPD-VlESD):
Whereas the threat-specific work packages (2 to 5) contain tasks that target specific audiences which are needed to
mitigate existing threats (e.g. shepherds, hunters, boat owrrers, local nrunicipalities, etc.) the tasks in this package
additionally ainr at reaclring the rvider public 1e.g. school children, island inhabitants, etc. ) and pronlote the LIFE SUPport
project and the Griffon vultures in general. A communications plan is necessary for cornnrunicatiorr and outreach events
to take place in a structured way. The plan rvill be developed at the beginnirrg ofthe project by all project beneficiaries in
older to specify key messages. communications channels and tools fbl each tatget group. Basic outline of communication
material and content for events will also be defined. as well as distribution list and ways of distribution. Cornntunication
lxaterial targeting visitors will be in Croatian and English, other materials mostly in Croatian. A project logo will be
developed which will be used on all project content and stickers and flags will be used for EU LIFE visibility. The
najority of conrmunication actions will take place on the larger islands of the SPA Kvarnerski otoci, and r.vhen needed in
other (coastal) areas of the counties Prinrorje-Gorski Kotar and Lika-Senj. Conrrnunication activities lvill be inrplenrented
through the whole project duration.
Communication material will be produced and distributed to the target audiences based on the communication plan.
Notice boards describing the project will be displayed on the islands of Cres and Krk. A project webpage will be
developed on the lead beneficiary's website and put online within 6 months after the project starts, regularly updated
during the project period and will be maintained online at least 5 years after the project's end. Project website will
contain all infornration on the project, its partners and funding sources; information on vultures; electronic versions of
project conrrnunication material; inforrnation on project activities and results. The website will be connected to partners'
websites and ner,vs also posted on partners' social netr.vorks pages. A project leaflet will be created, as well as posters
for the felries to the islands. banners for the boat used during the project. Furthermore, educational materials will be
developed for the school visits specifically. but also for general awareness raising events. Finally, pronrotional material
will be produced and distributed to key stakeholders. such as t-shirts, mugs. moutlr masks. stickers. etc.

1.7.2 Lll'L Sl.-Pport conrmunication arrd arvareness raising events (EllOlVl . JUP. P1-O Krk. VCI-. HL,P DSO. NPD-
lvtt Su):
At the beginning of'the project a kick-offevent will be organized on the islands of Cres and Krk. and orre more on either
Rab or sotre place on the rnainland. These kick-otfevents are irnportant to introduce oul project and the different project
beneficiaries to the local lisland) conrmunities. The events are planned to take place during the first sunrmer, rvhich is
the period rvhen most people reside on the islands and when larger nunrbers oftourists are expected to be plesent in
the region.
In addition, thele lvill be several events throughout the duration ofthe project (some on yearly basis) to reach out to the
general public. JUP usually organizes activities at the Beli Visitor Centre during the International Vultures Awareness
Day IIVAD). During the rveekend everyone has fi'ee entrance and a special programrne is being prepared for visitors.
There are educational workshops for children, presentations on the protection ofvultures and their threats, screening of
promotional filnts lvideo nlaterial) related to saving vultures or having an exhibition that raises awareness of the general
public about the protection of Griffon vultures in the Kvarner area. BIOM and PZO Krk will support and attend the yearly
organization of IVAD. The event is often also celebratedin ZagrebZOO (very often a nrutual collaboration benveen JUP
andZOO), so there is good opportunity to attract national TV radio, newspapers and other media. The media will also
be invited to cover other important par-ts of the project, such as the yearly releases of rehabilitated Griffon vultures in
October', and infrastructural achievements (e.g. new feeding station on Krk or the renovated observation platform near
the feeding station on Cres).
Finally, to make sure children are also aware of our project an educatiorral progranrme and nraterials on Griffon vulture
and their threats will be developed for the local schools. The progranr will be implenrented by BIOM in l2 schools
during the project period, engaging a total of360 children. Local schools fronr the islands ofCres, Krk. Rab and LoSinj,
as well as several of those from the Kvarner area (e.9. Rijeka, Opatija. Lovran) will be included. The programme will
consist ofan introductory lecture about Griffon vulture and the project. an interactive lvorkshop about the threats faced
by Griffon vulture in Croatia and a short field trip to suitable near-by locations which will encompass these learning
objectives through school in nature.

T.7.3 Dissemination of LIFE SUPport project results (BIOM, JUB PZO Krk. VCF, HEP DSO. NPD-MESD):
Dissemination of the project results lvill be realized through various activities across the different work packages and
will target both relevant stakeholders as well as the general public. Important project results will be shared via all project
beneficiaries' websites, social nredia, via other media outlets (tv, radio, nragazines, etc.), during meetings and events
rvith local, regional and national stakeholders, during (international ) conferences and nen.vorking eveltts, and by sharing
reports written for a variety of tasks. Of course, the dissenrinated results will be tailored to the background knowledge
of each of the stakeholders (varying fi'om general to technical).
Additionally, BIOM will be atten fwo international conferences where. besides networking, the goal will be to
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disserninate some e most impor-tant project results. One of these conferences rvill be the Bi and Wires conference

in Hungary, which will be jointly attended by sonreone from BIOM and someone from HEP DSO, to present the results of
the project with regard to electrocution rlitigation. The Birds and Wires conference is regularly organised in collaboratiorr

betr,veen IVIAVIR, the Hurrgarialr transntissioll systenl operator company and the Hernran Otto Institute, and is attended

by ornithologists and energy contpany stakeholders alike. The second collfererlce to be attended will be decided upon

during the project inrplententation. but will most likely cover the conservation work done on a different threat.

Finally, near the end of the project, a closing conference will be organised at the end of the project to disseminate

information about the project work to conseryation professionals in Croatia and other interested patties across the

Mediterranean and the rest of Europe. It will be a 3-day conference, including a l-day field trip, for up to 50 parricipants

and organised in Rijeka, Croatia. The agenda and list ofinvitees for the conference rvill be developed during the course

of the project. We expect it will include representatives fronr all of tlre project beneficiaries; the statutory conservatiotr

agencies in Croatia; the rvider conseryatioll corrrrnunity in the Mediterranearl (including other LIFE projects); other
relevant organisations fi'om other parts of Europe. A booklet r,vill be compiled with English abstracts of each of tlre
presentations held during the closing confet'ence of the project and will be disseminated to conference attendees and

via the project webpage.

Budget for the WP7 consist of the following:
EU visibility stickers and flags for BIOM (EUR 250)

Project visual identity and logo design for BIOM (EUR 2.000)

Project roll-up (2x) for BIOM (EUR 200)
LIFE info boards - design and production (2 - Krk & Cres) for BIOM (EUR 3.000)

Project leaflets and posters for ferries- design and printing for BIOM (EUR 3.500)

Pronrotion nraterials (cups. shirts, masks. etc.) - design and production for BIOIVI (EUR 12.000)

Project'props' fbr everrts and conferences for BIOM (EUR 2.500)

3 kick-otTevents on Cles. Klk and TBD tbr BIOM. HEP DSO, PZO KLk, NPD-N{ESD (EUR 5.430) - travel, venue/

stand> & caicrirrg
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Project sub-page on the BIOiVI & \'CF websites with reguar rrtaitrtenance (EUR 6.500)

Social rredia advertising to increase leach and awareness rvhen publishing abor.rt key nervs and intportant actions l'or

VCF (EUR 750) - other goods, rvorks and services
Professional photos, clips arrd nrovies tbr BIOiVI (EUR 10.000)

Animation videos and f-ilms fbr international audience fbt VCF (EUR 8100)

Assisting in rnedia coverage of events for BIOM (EUR 2.865) - travel + refreshments

Education workshop rnaterials for school children for BIOM - purchase and printing (EUR 1.800)

Education of school children 1 l2 trips - 3 schools per year) for BIOM (EUR 9.852) - travel

Bus rental for l2 school field trips (3 schools peryear) for BIOM (EUR 3.600)

Binoculars for educational purposes ( l0x) for BIOM (EUR L800) - equiprnent

Media Toolkit to monitor media appearances for BIOM (EUR 6.250) - other goods, rvorks and services

International Vulture Awareness Day on Cres for BIOM (EUR 2.365) - travel
2 x International conferences for BIOM & HEP DSO (EUR 4.060) - travel, conference fee

Final Conference for all project partners (EUR 20.153) - travel, travel for experts, venue & catering + field trip

Work package WP8 - Sustainabilify, Replication & Exploitation of Project Results

Work Package Number wP8 Lead Beneliciary l. Udruga BIOM

Work Package Name Sustainabiliry, Replication & Exploitation of Project Results

Start Month 9 End Month 60

Objectives

Ensuring sustainability, replication and exploitation of project results by enabling conditions and providing means for
the successful management of Griffon vultures in the SPA Kvarnerski otoci and finding opportunities for future projects

on Griffon vultures that r,vould focus orr the broader scale.

Expected results
- Griffon vulture Management Plan reviewed towards the end of the projects

- Guidelines for Managenrent plan for SPA Kvarner Islands drafted

:J



- Successful management Gr vultures by the JUP and relevant stakeholders
- Experiences and best practices successfully shared rvith other legional stakeholders - nrinirnum Nature Park Udka,
Rewilding Europe, DOPPS and Karlovac University of Applied Sciences;
- Netrvorking with other (LIFE) projects successfully irnplenrented - nrinimurrr rvith LIFE SAFE for VULTURES in
Sardinia, Italy and LIFEwithVulturesCY in Cyprus
- After-LIFE conseryatiolr plan designed, appropriate replication and upscaling opportunities identit'ied - at least one
project on Griflon vultut'es developed, building on the results of the LIFE SUPport project

ff Associated with docurnent Ref. Ares(2022)5106813 - 13iO7tZO22

T.8.1 Share experiences and best practices with other regional stakeholders (BIOM, JUP, VCF, PZO Krk, NPD-MESD):
During the project lve aim to have annual online meetings with regional stakeholders to discuss the project progress and
results and explore opportunities for replication. BIOIVI rvill organize the rneetings and final field visit, rvhile the local
project beneficiaries (JUP and PZO Krk) will share their first-hand experiences from the field. VCF will participate,
lvhen relevant, to share best practices from other international projects rvorking on (GritTon) Vultures and to make sure
lessons learned via LIFE SUPport will reach those relevant stakeholdels as well. At this moment, foul important regional
stakeholders are identified, but this 'regional project board' will be inclusive, meaning that if new relevant stakeholders
are identified during the project implementation they will be invited to join the meetings and further help replicate the
project results. Currently identified stakeholders are:
' Nature Park Udka: share best practices on how to improve feeding station operations: involving thenr in activities
related to grassland restoration.
' Rewilding Europe (RWE): share experience on settillg up a new feeding station. including procedures rvith the Ministry.
how to select a site. etc.; evaluate the use of lead-free ammunition as RWE leases several hunting grounds; introducing
them to the topic of making power infrastructure bird-friendly.
' DOPPS (Slovenian Birdlife paltner): share experience on dealing rvith EU sanitary regulation and establishing a rlew
feeding station, as supplerlentary t'eeding stations in Slovenia could benefit Griffbrr vultures dispersing to Italy; evaluate
the possibilib- ot replicating activities related to illegal wildlife poisoning and lead poisoning.
' Karlovac University oiApplied Sciences lFaculty of Wildlife Managernent): Several lecturers of this university have
good contacts in the hunting cornmunity and are verl interested in bridging the topics of hunting and natule conservation.
They could thelefore be very influential in advocating for the use of lead-fi'ee arnnrunition and prornoting altelnatives
to carcass poisoning in a rnuch wider area in Croatia.
Near the end of the project the regional stakeholders will be invited to visit the project area where all project
accomplishments and experiences can be shared, discussed and visited in the field. Possibilities of regional upscaling
and the potential to support each other's initiatives will be evaluated.

T.8.2 Networking with other (LIFE) projects (BIOM. VCF. JUB PZO Krk. HEP DSO, NPD-MESD):
The goal ofthis task is to exchange knowledge and experiences ofall partners ofthe project teanr with other related LIFE
and/or non-LIFE initiatives and international stakeholders. Networking will increase the effectiveness of the project
conservation measures, increase international cooperation and gather relevant experience for after-LlFE nranagernent.
Nenvorking with other LIFE projects is essential for utilising the transferable and replicable character ofLIFE projects.
There at'e currently two LIFE projects going on in the EU which are of particular interest to us, which are:
' LIFE SAFE for VULTURES in Sardinia,Italy (2021 -2026). The setting is similar to our project area, with island-
breeding Griffon vultures. As this LIFE is a follow-up project of LIFE under Griffon wings (20 l5-2020), the team must
have a vast experience in tackling threats tbl Griffon vultures and raising awareness antong local island stakeholders
and the general public.
' LlFEwithVulturesCY in Cyprus (2019 - 2023). Although this project will be in the final year rvhen LIFE SUPport is
supposed to start, making the possibilities of an in-person meeting limited. we will definitely reach out to their project
and establish networking relations even in an online setting. On Cyprus Griffon vultures are critically endangered as

only few breeding pairs are left on the island. It will be good for the LIFE SUPport project team to experience what final
actions can be taken in case numbers of Griffon vultures dwindle to a critical point in our project area.
Of course, these are two interesting projects which will be able to equip the project team of LIFE SUPport rvith inrportant
knowledge, but throughout the duration ofthe project lve rvill also reach out to other organizations and Birdl-ife partners
(e.g. in Bulgaria, or Spain) to explore the possibilities of valuable networking opportunities. The network of relevant
contacts of VCF will gleatly contribute to this.
Ftttthermore, BIOf/ (as BirdLife paltner in Croatia.; will attend several Nature Task Folce (NTF) meetings of BirdLife
Europe. which has the scope to influence the EU policy agenda. Meetings are held twice a year (online and in-person)
with the participation of Birdlife Partners and BirdLife Secretariat. Birdlife International is a global partnership of
conservation organizations and is the leading authorify oll the status ofbirds, their habitats and the issues affecting birds.

Description

One NTF nr r.vill be organized within the franrework of this project. in order to use the opportunity to exchange
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know and experience across organisations dedicated to bild conservation in Europe. s lvill be a good oppoftun
'tyto enable the transfer to the wider audience from the Mediterranean and also to raise the profile of the remote islands

in Croatia and support the Iocal contmunity,

T.8.3 Reviewing Glilfon vulture strategic documents (NPD-IVIESD, BIOM, JUP):
8.3.1 Griffon vulture Management Plan review
The backgrourrd document for the Griffon vulture Marragement Plan was developed in 20 19. The MESD will adopt the
Managenrent Plan in 2022 lstated in tlre Annex to the application), as it is a prerequisite for the implenrentation of the
Priority Action Frante\.vork (PAF) which is supposed to be irrrplemented through European Structulal atrd Investment
Funds 202 l-2027. Five years after the adoption of the Managenrent Plan. which should be still rvithin the tirneframe of
the project. the project will evaluate and review the inrplementation of the Griffon vulture Managentent Plan. The review
will be done using a stluctured and participatory approach, with a series of workshops with clear goals. Five-year review
should enable going full cycle. including lessons lealnt and adaptation ofthe lVlanagement Plan for the next 5 years.

8.3.2 Guidelines for Management plan for SPA Kvarner otoci
IVlanagenrent plan for SPA Kvarnerski otoci has not yet been developed. In order to provide relevarrt inforntation for the
future development of the Management plan, project beneficiaries r.vill review and update conservation objectives and

measures for this SPA and develop short guidelines for the developnrent of the Management plan. Guidelines will be

developed by consulting relevant experts from project beneficiaries arrd external experts, rvhere appropriate.

T.8.4 After-LIFE conservation plan (BlOM, JUP, VCF, PZO Krk, HEP DSO, NPD-MESD):
Project After-LIFE conservation plan rvill be produced before the end of the project and submitted together with the
final report. It lvill be produced in Croatian and English. in electronic forrnat. The Plan rvill include sustainability,
replication and upscaling of project results and will target specific stakeholders. such as decision makers. PA management

authorities, civil society and relevant expefts. The Plan lvill describe how actions initiated in the project will be continued
and developed in the years that follow the end of the project and how the long-term management of Griffon vultures in
the nroiect area rvi!! lre as-sured. It u'i!l also consider the trvo Grilforr vLrlture strategic t!ocumenfs ft"om T R.l This means'''' t' J

that the Plan will inclrrde a ser nf actions to he infeorafed into the lVlarra.enrent Plan of the SPA Kvarnerski ofoci rvhich

needs to be developed by the JUP. .\ctions uill refer to project elenrents dealing u'ith the lorvering of direct and indirect
threats, nronitoring ofGriffon vultures'population and their threats. infornration dissenrination and alvarettess raisirrg.

It will also provide a set of actions to be taken in older to improve national compliance with EU legislation. primarily
Birds Directive. in respect to setting SMART objectives and conservation measut'es.

The After-LlFE Plan rvill be developed by project beneficiaries in close consultation with the Project Steering Committee
in order to build a realistic plan and to get national level support for its inrplementation. The Plan will be distributed
among the key stakeholders and project netrvork established during the project - at the local, regional, national and

international level. JUP rvill be in charge of the local and regional level, BIOM andNPD-MESD of national level, and

VCF of international level.

Budget for the WP8 consist of the following:
LIFE Networking for BIOM, JUP,PZO Krk, HEP-DSO, NPD-MESD (EUR 18.600) - travel
Nature Task Force nreeting in Rijeka - for BIOM (EUR 9.109) - travel + venue + field trip
Attending Nature Task Force meetings for BIOM (EUR 7.280) - travel

Final regional stakeholder wolkshop - BIOM. VCF, NPD-MESD (EUR 5.272) - travel + travel for relevant stakeholders

Workshops for strategic documents development/ review - for BIOM (EUR 798) - travel
Griffon vulture Managernent Plan review - for BIOM & NPD-MESD (EUR 6.800) - verlue & catering, travel for extertral

participants

Guidelines for SPA Kvarnerski otoci Management Plan - for BIOM & NPD-MESD (EUR L300) - venue & catering
After-LIFE plan - BIOM & VCF (EUR 1.800)- travel + catering + travel
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I Associated with document Ref . Ares(2022)5j06813 - 13/07/2022

Public *fully open P aaonaricalty posted anline)

Sensitive - limited under the conditions of the Grant Agreenent

EU CIASSiJiEd _RESTKEINT.UE/EU.RESIRICTED, CONFIDENNEL.UE/EU4ONFIDENTUL, SECNET.UilEI].SECRET under Decision 20 ] 5/444

| - Udruga BIOM

| - Udruga BIOM

| - Udruga BIOM

6 - MINCOR

l - Udruga BIOM

Due Date
(month)

6

24

56

60

60

Dissemination Level

PU - Public

PU - Public

PU - Public

PU - Public

PU - Public

Tlpe

DEC 
-Websites, 

patent
filings, videos, etc

R - Document, report

R - Document, report

R - Docunrent, report

R - Document, report

Lced BencficiaryWork
Packagc
No

wP7

wP7

wP7

WP8

wP8

DeliverableName

Project Website

Educational rnaterial and program

Final Conference

Griffon vulture Management Plan Revision

After-LIFE conservation plan

Deliverable
No

D7.t

D7.2

D7.3

D8.l

D8.2

'16
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f)eliverable Dl.l - KPI rvebtor)l extract (beginning)

Description

Electronic report in English (- 6 pages)

Deliverable Dl.2 - KPI rvebtool ertrnct (end)

Deliverable Number Dt.2 Lead Beneficiary l. Udruga BIOM

Deliverable Name KPI rvebtool extract (end)

Type R - Document, report Dissemination Level SEN - Sensitive

Due Date (month) 60 Work Package No wPt

Deliverable Number Dt.l Lead Beneficiary l. Udntga BIO\l

Deliverable Name KPI rvebtool extlact (beginning)

Type R - Docunrent, report Dissemination Level SEN - Sensitive

Due Date (month) 9 Work Package No wPl

Description

Electronic report in Enelish (- 6 pases).

Deliverable Number Dl.3 Lead Beneficiary l. Udruga BIOM

Deliverable Name Progress Report

Tlrpe R 
- 

Document, report Dissemination Level SEN - Sensitive

Due Date (month) 45 Work Package No wPl

[)cliverahle t)l.J - Progress l{eport

Description

Electronic report in English (- 20 pages)

Deliverable D2.l - Guitlelines tbr vulture population nronitoring

Description

Electronic report in Croatian (with English sunrnrary; -,10 pages)Guidelines r.vill provide exact positions of all colonies.
sub-colonies and individLral nests across in the SPA Kvarnerski otoci. Also, it will provide the appropriate methodology
for rnonitoring these colonies.

Deliverable Number D2. r Lead Beneficiary l. Udruga BIONI

Deliverable Name Guidel ines for vulture population rnonitoring

Type R - Document, report Dissemination Level SEN - Sensitive

Due Date (month) l3 Work Package No wP2



-, I !:,.i

! Associated with document Ref . Nes(2022)5106813 - 13/07t2022

Deliverable D2.2 - Good practice guide for boat otl'ners

Description

Leaflet in Croatian 14 pages. A.5 forrnat)

Deliverable D3.l - Report on the chnnges in habitat:rnd animal husbandrv on the Kvarner
Islands and Uika

Deliverable Number D22 Lead Beneliciary i. JU Priroda

Deliverable Name Good practice guide for boat owners

Type R - Document. report Dissemination Level Pt-l - Public

Due Date (month) 24 \York Package No wP2

Deliverable Number D3. I Lead Beneficiary l. Udruga BIOM

Deliverable Name Report on the changes in habitat and aninral husbandry on the Kvarrrer Islands and Udka

Type R 
- 

Document, report Dissemination Level Pt-r - Public

Due Date (month) 48 Work Package No wP3

I Description

Elcctl'onic rcpolt irr Cloatiarr {u'ith surnrnaly irr English), - -i0 pages. Results olthc questiorrnaire with shepherds and
arralyses on pasture restoration possibilities.

Deliverable D"l.l - Report on tackling lead poisoning and introtlucing non-leacl arnmunition to
hunters in Kv:rrner area

Deliverable D5.l - Electrocution hotspot anal)'sis report

Deliverable Number D4. I Lead Beneficiary l. Udruga BIOM

Deliverable Name Report on tackling lead poisoning and inh'oducing non-lead ammunition to hunters in
Kvarner area

Type R - Document, report Dissemination Level PU - Public

Due Date (month) 54 Work Package No WP4

Description

Electronic report in Croatian (rvith sunrrnary in English); 50 pages. Through the course of the project, hunters on

the Kvarner islands rvill be given lead-free anrnrunition for hunting. They lvill in return assess tlre effectiveness and

satisfhction regarding the ammunition. Also, three events will be organized lbr hunters regarding lead-fiee ammunition.
The findings of all of those activities will be encompassed in a report. This deliverable will also include findings fi'om
activity 4. I . l. i.e. the scope of poisoning incidents on Kvarner islands.

Deliyerable Number D5. r Lead Beneficiary L Udruga BIOM

Deliverable Name Electrocution hotspot analysis report

Type R - Document. report Dissemination Level PU - Public

)J
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Due Date (month) l8 Work Package No wP5

Description

Electronic report in English; I 5 pages. Report including electrocution hotspot analysis based on historic carcass search
and movernent data. To be used for site selection of inrplernentation of rnitigation measures.

Deliverable D6.l - Overall report on monitoring of success of conservation

Description

Electronic reporl in English (-'75 pages) discussing the overall effects of the implernented conservatiorr work with regard
to each of the threats. It will include yearly rnonitored data gathered throughout LIFE SUPport on nunrber of breeding
pairs, breeding success. rescued/ rehabilitated birds, food delivered to feeding stations, sheep killed, carcass search results
(belo,'v porver lines and poles) and tissue analyses of bird sanrples.

lrcll\ClA|JIC lt\r.L - 1LClr(rlt trll slilhCll(rltltl i.tll 2llCllCSS ilClltlalCS

Description

Stakeholder awareness report encompassing results of the public attitudes suwey, targeted stakeholder surueys and socio-
econonric survey, E,lectronic report in Croatian witlr a sunrrnary in English; .-50 pages.

Deliverable D6.3 - Griffbn l'ulture movernenfs report

Description

During the last year an overall site use map and report of the nrovenrents of the 25 tagged Griffon vultures will be

produced. Electronic report in English; 25 pages.

Deliverable Number D6.I Lead Beneficiary l. Udruga BIOM

Deliverable Name Overall feport on monitoring of success of conservatiou

Typ. R - Document. repoft Dissemination Level PU - Public

Due Date (month) 57 Work Package No wP6

Deliverable Number D6.2 Lead Beneficiary l. Udruga BIOill

Deliverable Name Report on stakehi-,Irlcr a\vareliess activities

Type R - Document, report Dissemination Level PU - Public

I)ue Date (montb) 56 Work Package No wP6

Deliverable Number D6.3 Lead Beneficiary 2. VCF

Deliverable Name Griffon vulture movements report

Type R - Document, report Dissemination Level PU - Public

Due Date (month) 5-l Work Package No wP6
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! Associated with document Ref. Ares(2022)5106813 - 1310712022

Deliverable D7.l - Project lVebsite

Description

Dedicated project page on each ofthe beneficiaries'websites in English and/ or Croatian

Deliverable D7.2 - Educationnl material and program

Deliverable Number D7.t Lead Beneficiary l. Udruga BIOVI

Deliverable Name Project Website

Type DEC 
-Websites, 

patent
filings, videos, etc

Dissemination Level PU - Public

Due Date (month) 6 Work Package No wP7

Deliverable Number D7.2 Lead Beneficiary l. Udruga BIOM

Deliverable Name Educational nraterial and progranr

Type R - Document, report Dissemination Level PU - Public

Due Date (month) 24 Work Package No wP7

Description

I Educational progranr and rnaterials 1in Croatian) created and tailored to suit the school children.

Deliverable Number D7.3 Lead Beneficiary l. Udruga BIOM

Deliverable Name Final Conference

Type R - Document, report Dissemination Level PU - Public

Due Date (month) 56 Work Package No wP7

I\,,1i..,...,1-1,. n' I r:,.-,t r"...r"......--...lrLlltll.larll lt '.J - | lll.ll \ trlllLtLllLL

Description

Conference agenda and parlicipant list in English.

Deliverable D8.l - Griffon vulture Nlanagenrent Plan Revision

Description

Griffon vulture lVlanagernent Plan revised after 5 years of implenentation; lVlanagement Plan in Croatianl -50 pages,

electronic forrnat.

li)

Deliverable Number D8.l Lead Beneficiary 6. MINGOR

Deliverable Name Griffon vulture Management Plan Revision

l}pe R 
- 

Document, repofi Dissemination Level PU - Public

Due Date (month) 60 Work Package No wP8
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I Associated with document Ref. Ares(2022)5106813 - 1310712022

Deliverable D8.2 - After-LIFE conservation plan

l. UdrugaBIOMD8.2

After-LIFE conservation plan

R - Document, report PU - Public

60 wP8

After-LIFE conservation plan drafted in a participatory approach with all project beneficiaries. Electronic plan in English;
^15 pages.
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LIST OF MILESTONES

Milestones

Granl Preparation (Milestones screen) - Enter the info.

I Associated with document Ref . Ares(2O22)5106813 - 13/07/2022

l-Udruga BIOM

3-JLI Priroda

3-JLl Priroda

3-JLl Priroda

l-Udruga BIOM

4-PZ otok Krk

3-JLI Priroda

Due Date
(month)

2

21

36

36

48

48

42

I8

Means of Verification

Consorlium agreement signed, detining mutual
roles. obligations and communication

Soft release aviary constructed together with
moniloring plattbrm

New observation station constructed near the
feeding station

A two-camera systenl will be set up on Plavnik in
order to collect data otr trest disturbance as r.vell as

deter irresponsible boat owllers fronr approaching
the clitl-s. Data fi'om video surveillance will
be collected and analysed and a leport will be
produced

After 3 seasotls of active colony and nest
disturbance surveillance by volunteers, boat
operators in the Kvarner area (fisherrnerr. tourists,
excursion boats, etc.) have been rnade awarc of
best practices of good behaviour around clitli
with GV breeding colonies

Establishment of the lst supplementary feeding
station on Krk island, operated by PZO Krk

Renewed permit for supplementary fbeding
stations to include a larger source area in Croatia
for carcasses to be transported to feeding statiolls

lnternational workshop held about the EU

Lead BeneficieryWork Package No

WPI

wP2

wP2

wP2

wP2

wP3

wP3

wP3

Milestone Name

Consortium agreement dlafted and signed

Inrproved vulture release system

Construction of observatiorr platfornt

Established and tunctional video surveillance
on Plavnik colony + report on irnpact of nest
disturbance

Volunteer vigilance

Establishment of the feeding station on Krk

Renewed permit fbr supplementary feeding
statrons

lnternational workshop organized on EU
sanitary regulation

Milestone
No

2

J

4

5

6

7

J:

!!!-FFm,
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Milestones

Granl Preparation (Milestones screen) - Enter the info.

I Associated with document Ref. Ares(2022)5106S13 - 13/0712022

l-Udruga BIOM

4-PZ otok Krk

l-Udruga BIOM

2-VCF

5-HF.P-ODS d.o o.

l-Udruga BIOM

l-Udruga BIOM

l-Udruga BIOM

Due Date
(month)

24

5l

48

54

48

36

56

54

Means of Verification

sanitary regulation and exchange ofbest practices
from other EU mernber states

Oul work with regard to the promotion of non-
lead ammunition arnong hunters in the Kvarner'
area will be published in a selectcd hunting
magazine

The applied preventive measures will be
described and analysed in a flnal report.
The report will also encompass shepherds'
satisfaction regarding the preventive nleasurcs

Workshops will be held for law enfbrcernent
officers on wildlife poisoning, and for hunters
on lead poisoning and the use of lead-tiee
anrmunition

Tagging of 15 juvenile and l0 adult Griflbn
vultures completed

200 mediunr-voltage pylons retrotitted and tnade
bird safe

Seminars with 60 HEP DSO employees
and subcontractor companies were organized,
educating thern about issues ofbird electrocution

Minimurn l0 volunteers trained tbr bird
electrocution mon itoring

A yearly report on CV breeding population on

Kvarner will be produced, with total number of
bleeding pairs, positions ofthe sub-colonies and
nests as well as breeding success

Lead BeneficiarlWork Package No

WP4

wP4

WP4

wP4

WP5

WP5

WP5

WP6

Milestone Name

Article about work with huntels on Kvarner
islands

Report on testing best preventive measures to
avoid carcass poisoning

Workshops for key stakelrolders held

25 Griffons tagged

Power intiastructure rnitigated

Seminars with energy stakeholders

Volunteers engagenrent

Article on GV colony sizes and breeding
success

Milestone
No

()

l0

ll

l2

t3

t4

t5

t6

.)-)
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Milestones

Grant Preparation (Milestones screen) - Enter the info.

LIST OF CRITICAL RISKS

Critical risks & risk matragemeDt strategy

Grant Preparation (Critical Risks screen) - Enter the ido.

! Associated with document Ref . Ares(2022)51068j3 - 13/0712022

l-Udruga BIOM

l-Udruga BIOM

l-Udruga BIOM

l-Udruga BIOM

l-Udruga BIOM

l-Udruga BIOM

Proposed Mitigation Measures

Project b,:neficiaries already have good conrmunication with the MoA and the MoA
understan ls tlre issues of tbod availability for Griffon vultures, which they confirnred in their

i.1

Due Date
(month)

2

7

7

t2

54

47

45

Means of Verificetion

Project logo designed, which will be used on all
materials developed during the project

Notice boards installed on Krk and Cres to raise
awareness about LIFE SUPport

I st project kick-off event organized in the project
area

Griflbn vulture Managernent Plan adopted

Final workshop ofregional stakeholders in person
in the project area

Meeting ofthe Nature Task Force orgatrized in the
project area

Experience exchange organized with other LIFE
Project

Lead BeneficiaryWork Package No

WP7

WP7

wP7

WP8

wP8

WP8

wP8

Milestone Name

Project Logo

Notice Boards

Project kick-off

Griffon vulture Managentent Plan adopted

Wolkshop Regional Stakeholders

Nature Task Force meeting organized

Networking with other LIFE projects

Milestone
No

t7

t8

t9

20

2l

22

23

Work Package
No(s)

WP3

Description

Perrnit for new feeding station on Krk - High
irnpact, low likelihood - As with every permit, sorne
delays can be expected in getting the permit for

Risk
number

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!rFmnr



Prcrlect 101074212 - - LlFE2l-NAT-ill{-LIFE SUPporl - LtFE-202j-SAP-NAT

Critical risks & risk management strategy

Grant Preparation (Critical Risks screen) * Enter the info.

I Associated with documenl Ref. Ares(2022)5j06S13 - 131}il2022

letter ol'support - cleally stating
of lbod availubility.

will contribute to finding sol

The NPD-MtlSD, as an associate partner, will help in lobbying with the MoA in case of
issues rvitlr the permit.

Project berreficiaries have good communication with the MoA and also expericnce with these
permits ard rvith lobbying to change the extent of the perrnit. Detailed justification of the
reasoning bel:ind the extension should suffice to nritigate this risk.
TheNPD-MIISD, as an associate partner, will help in lobbying with the MoA in case of
issues u'itlr the permit-

Project beneliciaries have already good collaboration with the regional police, as they
rvork togeJter with JUP's rangers and they also attended lectures held jointly by the State
lnspectorate and BIOM on illegal killing of birds.
To avoid tris risk. rve will build on the network of police established through BalkanDetox
LIFE. We will also collaborate with other government institutions in organizing the lecture
fbr police, that can influence thern to come (tbr example State Inspectorate. Police Academy)
and with vrhonr project beneficiaries have already established relationships.
Itr the evt:nt that police will not be able to join the lectures, even after all the above
nteasures :rre implemented, project approach will be adjusted and educational materials will
be produc,:d and shared with the police without the lectures.

Project be,lef iciaries HEP DSO has extensive experience with public procut'enrent, having
a dedicatel dcpartntent tbr public procurement. The risk will be mitigated by preparing the
project technical documentation as clear as possible and by starting the public procurement
procedure as rjoon as possible.

the issue

Proposed Mitigation MeasuresWork Package
No(s)

wP3

WP4

WP5

Description

the new f'eeding station on Krk by the Ministry of
Agriculture. The risk is marked low likelihood as the
MoA has already issued 2 pernrits in the past, so the
process is not new

Risk of stalling the public procurement for
mitigation of electrocution - Mediunr irnpact,
rrrediunr likelihood - As with marry public
procurenlents, there is a risk that the public
pl'ocurement procedures will take longer than

Extending the perrnit for feeding station to be
broadened and include food frorn a larger area in
Croatia - High inrpact, medium likelihood - We
expect possible issues with the extension of the
pernrit for the f-eeding station to include fbod fronr
a larger area as the sanitary issues need to be
considered when extending the perrnit. The risk is
marked medium likelihood as detailed justifications
will be needed. However, the MoA has already
issued these pernrits to 2 feeding stations, so the
process is r-rot new.

Not pernritting police officers to join the lectures
- Low impact, rnedium likelihood - Considering
the political and hierarchical structure of police
departments it can be expected that by the time the
project starts there ale difl'erent persons in charge
who are not that understanding of the issues of
wildlife crime. llowever, the risk is marked as low
inrpact, since the approach can be adjusted in case

of police not being pernritted to join the lectures.

Risk
uumber

2

3

4
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Critical risks & risk management strategy

Grant Preparation (Critical Risks screen) - Enter the info.

! Associated with document Ref . Ares(2o22)5106813 - 13/07/2022

HEP DSO is currently ing ar wolk through another LIFE ect- LIFE Danube Free
Sky, which slrould also help in recognizing and mitigating this risk on rime.

Considerirrg that the covlD-19 pandemic has been rvith us since early 2020, project
benetlciar es itave already adjusted their operations to this risk. In case ofrestrictions. project
beneficiar es will adapt tlteir activities to online fornrats wherever possible and also to open
spaces (in case of education fbl school children). Meetings, workshops and tlaining can
be organized online, using the available collaboration platforms. Even experience exchange
(networkirtg)could be organized online if necessary. Public events would either be postponed
or nroved ro onlirre fornrat, albeit with limited reach.

Propmed Mitigation MeasurcslVork Package
No(s)

wPl, wP5,
wP2. WP4,
WP7. WP3

wP8,
wP6.

Description

expected since there might be appeals to the
procedure. The irnpact would be medium in case of
public procurernent being stalled, as the rrritigation
nleasures would then be implenrented later in the
project. We do not expect this for other public
procurement procedures, as the amounts are lower.

Restriction due to COVID-19 pandemic - Medium
inrpact, mediurn likelihood - Due to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandernic it can be expected that
there would be lestrictions related to public
gatherings, which could irnpact the organisation
of rneetings, events. workshops, training and
particularly international.

Risk
number

5

J(i
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1. RELEVANCE

1.1 Background and general project objectives

The Griffon vulture (Gyps firlvris) is a large scavenging bird of prey from the family of Accrpitrrdae. The
species rs protected by EU Birds Directive Anrrex I Bern Conventron Annex ll. Bonn Convention Annex
ll fuloU Raptors Annex I under Bonn Convention, CITES Annex ll and EU regulation of trade of fauna
and flora Annex A.

irt Croatia iite Gtfforrvtrilur'e 's,,artre,i BJei,rgl.rvr Sup arrtr {he specres rs cor}sidered EndangeretJ lENt
as rt disailpe.rr?0 fronr most ol ts U roatran CreeOrng range ilurrnq the 20th cenrur) f-ormerly tne silecres
!v2s oreeoir.rg rronr Nrlounl I...lch.a ttre Prrirorje reqrotr Kvarr-rer islarrds arrcl l\Iolrrrt !'eleilrt lo ilre carryorrs
cf certain Dalnr:trar. rr',,--TS tlre rsla-J rf Brac ljount Brckc"o ,rnd oarl rf lhe Dub'r,,rr.,rrk Littcr:l
However, with the last breeding parrs drsappeanng from the Croatian mainland in 2003 (National Park
Pakrenica\ llr-- -..rtire atrlcchthono-rs popr_rlalion of Gritson vLrli,_rr,es ln Croatia i3,rlw3Javs r.e5triit1r,1 fiir
breedtrrg to a few islarrds in the SPA Krrarnerskr otoci (HR1000033r Cr:s. Krk Prvic arrd Plavnik Here
the species breeds on cliffs directly above the sea, which is a unique feature, not observed in any other
courrtries of its breeding range.

The current breeding population is assessed at around 110 pairs and it forms ihe connection between
the breeding populations of the Alps in ltaly and those of the rest of the Balkans. The Expert
Background Study for the Griffon vulture Management PIan (BlOM, 2019) recognizes the following main
threats for the population: lack of food, elecirocution, poisoning and disturbance at their breeding
colonies.

Due to the decline of traditional animal husbandry in Croatia, the Griffon vulture has been faced with
lack of food which is in correlation with the number of breeding pairs. The number of sheep on most of
the islands have declined since the beginning of the 20th century and it has experienced a change from
extensive to intensive husbandry. The change in keeping also resulted in a decrease in sheep mortality
which further decreased the availabrlity of food for vultures. An adult Griffon vulture needs around 0.5
kilograms of food daily. which increases during the breeding season. lt eats around 182.5 kilograms of
food per year, and around 228 kilograms of food a year if it successfully raises an offspring. lt was
estimated in2017 that in the SPA food js available for 143 adult breeding individuals (around 70 pairs)
in hypothetical case every sheep ends up as food avarlable for vultures, however because a part of
carcasses ends up in places unreachable to vultures, or are eaten by ravens, dogs, jackals, foxes or
boars the actual amount of available food is significantly lower. According to the registry of domestic
animals there are around 31 500 sheep in the area, and assuming that the yearly mortality is around 5%
there are around 1 500 sheep carcasses available in the area. ln the Kvarnerski otoci area there is a
lack of 27 .6 tons of food for vultures (or 41.5 tons of carcasses of sheep) per year just to keep the
current population stable (1'10 pairs or220 individuals). From 1982 to 2012lhere was organised feeding
of vultures, where in some years more than 50 tons of carcasses were thrown to the vultures.ln 2012
the organised feeding was stopped and the population of vultures decreased in the following years.

The amount of available food on Kvarner islands is not sufficient to sustain the population of vultures. so
feeding stations have been set up. One feeding station has been set up within the SPA Kvarnerski otoci,
and another cne tn the SPA Ucka i Cicarija The feedrng stations caused the population to stabilise, but
a general lack of food is still a looming problem.

Background and general project objectives

Explain the problem and the needs to be addressed in the project. Descibe the background, stafting paint / quantified
baseline ot the project.

Please explain in which location and/or sector the main activities of the project will take place and justify that choice.

Provide a clear and quantified desciption of the conseNation issue and threats targeted, as well as relevant
background information and quantified figurcs defining the baseline to justify the proposed lnterventions by

At stage 1 (concept note) when relevant, descibe the main species/habitats directly targeted by the prcject: scientific
name; refer to the Annex(es) of the EU Bitds or Habitats Directive where they are listed; population size within each
prcject area; conseruation status; habitat name and Natura 2000 code; o/o of the cover within each project area;
conservation status.

At sfage 2 (full proposals), when relevant, provide a bief desciption of the arcas where conseNation actions will be
implemented and main species and / or main habitats direcfly targeted by the project, and submit the following annexes:

maps

desciption of sites

description of specres and habitats

Describe the previous conseruation efforls in the project area or for the habitats/species targeted.
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Electrocution on energy infrastructure is one of the main causes of death for vultures of all ages. This
problem has been known for some time, andin2007 and 2008, seven cases of electrocuted Griffon
vultures were recorded in the Kvarner area, and a further 20 cases have been found from 2017 lo 2019.
Electrocution typically happens on a medium-voltage pole when a bird bridges two live wires or one live
wire and one earthed element (e.9. such as a steel pole). Because of this, larger birds that tend to perch
on poles are at greatest risk because they can more easily bridge the gap between conductive
elements. Medium-voltage (distribution) infrastructure (voltages between 10 and 35 kV) is specified
because the distance between live elements is sufficient for birds to bridge the gap, with high-voltage
elements (100 kV and more) used in the electrical transmission system generally being suffioently far
apart to prevent bird electrocution. Griffon vultures, buzzards, eagle owls and tawny owls have been
found electrocuted in the Kvarner area. Electrocution can happen throughout the year, and if an adult
bird dies during the breeding season, their brood fails.

It is important to retrofit medium-voltage network elements to mitigate the threat of electrocution of
Griffon vultures and to identify all possible bird electrocution hotspots within their home range. lt is
crucial for planning and building of medium voltage power lines to minimise the possibility of
electrocution of birds.

Poisoning is one of the main reasons for mortality in vultures in general. There are three types of
poisoning affecting vultures, accidental poisoning caused by poisoned baits meant for predator control,
lead poisoning caused by exposure to remains of ammunition (saturnism) and poisoning caused by
veterinarian/medical products. The most dangerous for Griffon vultures are accidental poisonings
caused by poisoned bait meant for predators. Vultures are usually accidental victims of poisoning meant
to targei dogs, jackals, foxes, wolves or other animals. Most commonly used poisons are insecticides,
rodenticides, fungicides, herbicides, or snail repellents. The poison is usually spread on the meat or on
the whole carcass. The carcasses are placed in easily accessible places where predators and vultures
can come and feast on the remains. The biggest recorded accidental poisoning of Griffon vultures was
in 2001 on the lsland of Rab. A sheep carcass was covered with carbofuran, and 17 dead Griffon
vultures were found in its vicinity, and four more were found afterwards. ln 2016 three poisoned Griffon
vultures were iound on the lsland of Krk. The last rnland populatron of Grrffon vultures dred out because
ui severai uases oi porsonrrg ciurrng rhe 9us near Panienrca. Leao porsonrng of Grrnon vurtures nasn I

been researched enough in Croatra. lt happens when vultures consume carcasses that have lead
amnrunition rn tlrem This can happen if during hunting the amrnunitron doesn't kill the animal and rt runs
away and dies later, or hunters leave remains purposely for the vultures, unknowing of the danger of
lead poisoning to the vultures. ln 20'1 B two Griffon vultures were recorded wrth elevated blood lead
levels, and in 2019 one dead Griffon vulture was recorded with the most probable cause being lead
poisoning lTiSljar et al, 20191 lt is necessary to cooperate with the hunters, so they don't leave
carcasses with lead ammunition in them, and to encourage the use of ammunition without lead in
Croatia. The use of anti-inflammatory medication like Diclofenac in veterinary can cause poisonings on
vultures. ln India, during the 90s and early 00s, several species within the genus Gyps were almost
decimated because they fed on livestock that were treated with Diclofenac. Vultures ihat consume
diclofenac die quickly after, with their kidneys shutting down. Diclofenac is still allowed in some
European countries, but Croatia has no registered veterinary/medical product that contains diclofenac.
During a consultation that the European Commission held with EU member states that Croatia attended
in 2015, it was concluded that in case of registration of a veterinary/medical product that contains
diclofenac it has to inform the user that only veterinarians can apply the medication, and it cannot be
used on animals that have not been registered.

Disturbance of the breeding populaiion happens nearthe cliffs where the Griffon vultures breed.
Touristic and scuba diving boats that drive near them disturb the breeding birds and their young. A lot of
touristic boat tours include visiting the cliff, and the boais stop underneath the cliffs so the tourists can
take photos or make noises to try to make the vulture fly. Also, individuals that rent boats also visit the
cliffs. This kind of disturbance during late breeding season can disturb the young birds that are not ready
to fly yet, and they fall into the sea. ln some years all of the young birds fell into the sea. The
disturbance of adult birds also prevents them from landing and feeding the young, and the young that
are capable of flight are strll not good fliers to fly to different locations or to scavenge for themselves.
Disturbance of adult birds during early breeding can cause them to leave their nest and their eggs
become more vulnerable to predation by ravens and gulls. lt is suggested that tourist boats and boats
with scuba divers can come up to a safe distance of 80 meters close to the cliff without disturbing the
birds and it should be necessary thai all boats follow that suggestion. The young that fall into the sea are
transported to the Beli Rescue Centre. The centre gets around 10 Griffon vultures peryear, and almost
all of the birds are from the most visited colonies. After rehabilitation, the young vultures are released in
nature, usually in the spring of the following year. Since there is no specialised infrastructure on the
feeding station on Cres where vultures are usually released, they are brought there in transporter boxes

nd on the same The release would be much better and less stressful for the
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young birds if there was a soft release aviary where they would spend some time without human
presence and in contact with wild Griffon vultures that come to feed on the sjte.

Current policy framework in Croatia includes the Croatian Regulation on Ecological Network (Natura
200) and jurisdictions of public institutions for management of ecological network sites (Official Gazette
B0/19)and Croatian Regulation on conservation objectives and measures for target bird species in
ecological network sites (Official Gazette 25120 and 38120).

The Regulation on Ecological Network lists the bird species for which SPAs were designated. ln total 5
sites were designated - 2 for breeding and feeding (HR1000023 SZ Dalmacija i Pag, HR1000033
Kvarnerski otoci)and3forfeeding(HR10000l8UdkaiCicarija HR10000'1 9Gorski Kotarisjeverna
Lika, HR1000022 Velebit), albeit the last breeding pairs on breeding site SZ Dalmacija i Pag were
recorded in 1997.

The Regulation on conseryation oblectives and measures contains the target species conservation
objectives and measures for protecting bird species in SPAs. Conservation objective for site relevant for
breeding (SPA Kvarnerski otoci) is conserved population and habitats (vertical island cliffs above the
sea for breeding and extensive pastures for feeding) for maintenance of the breeding population of 110-
130 pairs. Conservation oblective for sites relevant forfeeding is conserved population and habitats
(extensive grasslands) for feeding of the breeding population.

The project objectives and activities of LIFE SUPport will significantly contribute to implementing
conservation measures and achieving conservation objectives listed forthe Griffon vultures for SPAs
Kvarnerski otoci and Udka i Cicarija.

The overall goal of the project LIFE SUPport is to improve breeding and survival conditions for
the last remaining population of Griffon vultures (Gyps fulvus) in Croatia, located on the Kvarner
lslands. By tackling the most important threats on their breeding grounds, the current population
of around 110 pairs will increase in number, which should allow them to re-colonize the Croatian
mainland in the future and connect to other populations of Griffon vultures in the Alps and the
Balkans. R.euuiurrizaLi.-rrruiiire Cruairarrntairriarrd wiri irupeiuiiy be a guai .-ristrrre iuLrre LiFE proiecis.

1.2 Specific project objectives

Specific project objectives

Descibe the speciftc objectives of your project (clear, measunble, realistic and achievable within the duration of the
prcject).

The project LIFE SUPport aims to improve breeding and survival conditions for the last remaining
population of Griffon vultures (Gyps fulvus) in Croatia, located on the Kvarner lslands. The urgency and
need for such a project have been outlined in the expert background study prepared for the currently
pending adoption of the Griffon vulture Management Plan in Croatia. By tackling the most important
threats on their breeding grounds, the current population of -110 pairs will continue to survive and
possibly increase in number, which is an important first step for the species to re-colonize their historical
breeding ranges on the Croatian mainland and connect to other populations of Griffon vultures in the
Alps and Balkans. The most important threats targeted by LIFE SUPport are nest disturbance, lack of
food, poisoning and electrocution. The main objectives are therefore:

1. Reducinq nestlinq mortalitv by minimizing nestdisturbance and by improving the rescue and
rehabilitation operations of the Beli Rescue Centre for Griffon vultures. Currently around 25oh
of the nestlings fall into the sea, of which roughly half are saved and rehabilitated. By increased
surveillance of colony disturbance and through awareness raising among boat operators during
the critical period of the breeding season, this numbershould be reduced to 15%. With a

camera system installed on Plavnik colony in specific, a better understanding of interactions
between boat owners and Griffon vulture colonies can be obtained which will improve fuiure
surveillance of the area to match periods of high boat activity. Furthermore, rehabilitation
practises of the Beli Rescue Centre should be ameliorated by the construction of a soft-release
aviary, reducing the birds' stress on the day of release.

2. lncreasino food availabilitv for vultures by improving and expanding the existing network of
managed feeding stations and by exploring possibilities to increase natural feeding
opportunities. The current yearly drop of sheep carcasses on supplementary feeding stations is
15 tons. During the project this should be increased to 40 tons to meet the needs of the current
Griffon vulture population. This will be achiejved by improving the current permit conditions for
existino feedino staiions and bv establishino a new feedino station on the island of Krk. which
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will be run 5y PZO Krk and supplied by shepherds from the island. ln addition, the project will
establish the basis for future work on habitat restoration and the improvementof extensive
shepherding practises, which contrnue to decline.

3 Preventton of poisoninq events by explorrng best preventive measures to avoid the use of
illegal poisoned baits, by promoting the use of lead-free ammunition and by capacity building of
relevant enforcement agencies for combating illegal wildlife poisoning. A single poisoned
carcass can quickly decrmate a large pad of the current population of Griffon vultures. One
important reason for shepherds to put out poisoned bait, or to quit their line of work altogether
is due to the damage done by Golden jackals on their herds. Currentiy 2300 sheep and lambs
are killed yearly by jackals on the island of Krk. By testing different kinds of fences, using
shepherd dogs and engaging with hunters, the project aims to reduce this numberto 1800 per
year with ongoing reductions after the project finishes as a result of local upscaling of the
preferred method. 150 huntersfrom Cres, Krk and Rabwill also be engaged in LIFE SUPport
by the promotion and testing of lead-free ammunition and by informing them about the
environmental impacts of lead poisoning. Replacing 6000 bullets will reduce the amount of lead
in the envrronment by at least lBkgs (but could potentially be up to 210 kgs, depending on the
size of the bullet). To better understand the impact of lead poisoning on Griffon vultures and
other birds (mostly raptors and owls) from the Kvarner islands, at least 30 samples will be
taken and analysed. Finally, LIFE SUPport aims to have a workshop with at least 20 policemen
from the project area to educate them about illegal wildlife poisoning.

4. Reducrng mortality arisinq from electrocution by applying appropriate mitigation measures on
the most important electrocution hotspots in the project area. Several years ago, 200 medium
voltage poles ('killer poles') were retrofitted for bird safety, on just the island of Cres. During
LIFE SUPport the aim is to double the number of mitigated killer poles' and rnclude
electrocution hotspots on other Kvarner lslands and mountain Udka in this process.
Additionally, l0local volunteers will be trained to do carcass searches to measure the effects
of the mitigation measures, and at least 60 employees of energy companies will be educated
about the importance of maintaining and improving power infrastructure for the sake of bird
conservatton.

dr ru rdrJil tq dwdtEr tc)5 ur u tglt Lr I gdt) dilu iluuu) LU ruudt
stakeholders, the wider public and government bodies. The objectives dealing with each of the
marn threats will target specific threat-related stakeholders. which include excursion boat
operators (22), shepherds (95), hunters (490), police officers (20) and employees of energy
companies (60). Furthermore, the project aims to hold education about Griffon vultures in at
least 12 schools in the prolect area, directly involving around 360 school children. Through
LIFE SUPport and the wide range of stakeholders involved it is also very likely to expect a
strong increase in the number of impressions on Griffon vulture of the general public through
online media. ln 2020 the number of impressions among the Croatian public was 773.000, and
it is expected that the project can'reach up to 3.900.000 impressions just among Croatrans.
With VCF as a partner on this project it is likely to reach a much higher number of impressions
on an international level. Finally, LIFE SUPport foresees the help of at least 52 volunteers rn

several of its activities, such as bird electrocution monitoring, nest disturbance monitoring,
camera footage analyses and awareness raising among boat owners. This will actively involve
both international and Croatian volunteers in Griffon vulture conservation.

6. Ensurinq sustainabilitv and replication of proiect results by enabling conditions and providing
means for the successful management of Griffon vultures in the SPA Kvarnerski otoci and
finding opportunities for future projects on Griffon vultures that would focus on the broader
scale. The Griffon vulture strategic documents, such as the Griffon vultures Management Plan
and the Guidelines for Management plan for SPA Kvarner lslands, are an important aspect of
sustainability. Experience and best practice exchange among regional and international
stakeholders (via LIFE networking) are important for providing replicability. After-LIFE
conservation plan should identify appropriate replication and upscaling opportunities, with the
minimum of developing at least one project on Griffon vultures, building on the results of the
LIFE SUPport project.

Overall, by mitigating each of the above-mentioned threats, an increase in the number of Griffon vulture
breeding pairs is expected from 110 to 125 pairs, as well as improved breeding success of the species
going up from 70 to75o/o in the project area. As the species is long-lived and needs time to reach
reproductive age, the effects are likely to continue improving afterthe project is finished and therefore
many of the pro.,ect outcomes are aimed at having a long-lasting impact (mitigated power infrastructure,
new and improved feeding stations, capacity building of relevant stakeholders, etc.). All this is an
important first condition to be met for a future re-colonization of the mainland by Griffon vultures. Lastly,
during the course of the project a total of 25 Griffon vultures will be tagged for multiple reasons, which
will contribute to each of the above-mentioned threats. The tagged birds will provide general information
of Griffon vulture move which will differences in dis rsal
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adult and juvenile birds. changes in their feeding range, as well as potential areas of electrocution
hotspots. Furthermore, the data will feed into the early-warning system for poisoning events (started by
BalkanDetox LIFE).

1.3 Compliance with LIFE programme objectives and call topic

The LIFE SUPport prolect is contributing to the boosting and integrating the implementation of the EU's
policy objectives for halting and reversing loss of wildlife habitats and species across all sectors, as it
involves mainstreaming biodiversity into veterinary science, energy sector, and rural development. lt
directly contributes to all of the specific objectives of the sub-programme "Nature and Biodiversity".

First - to develop, demonstrate, promote and stimulate scale up of innovative techniques, methods and
approaches (including nature-based solutions and ecosystem approach) for reaching the objectives of
the EU legislation and policy on nature and biodiversity, and to contribute to the knowledge base and to
the application of best practices, including through the support of the Natura 2000. The project direcily
contributes to the implementation of the Birds Directive, the Multi-species Action Plan to Conserve
Afncan-Eurasian Vultures, and the Croatian Griffon vulture Management Plan (in draft, to be adopted in
2022). The project will gather valuable data on the Griffon vultures and secure improved management of
the species by reducing nest disturbance, mitigating electrocution and providing food at feeding stations.
It will also secure prerequisltes for improved habitat management by prioritization of habitat to be
restofeo, oy testng oest pracitce preventrve rneasures agarnstlacKals, an0 reuLrcrng ine arnount of teao
;- .h^ ^-.,1.^^$^-t YL^ ^-^i^^r..,;lt ^l^^ ^-^..:l^ ..^1..^Ll^ L^^^l:^^ )-.- C^- tL^ 4.....-^ --^^-.,1^ai^-
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feaslbility study, which is planrred as pad of the draft Croatran Griffon vulture lllanagenrerrt Plan-

Second - to support the development, irnplementation, monitoring and enforcement of EU legislation

and policy on nature and biodiversity. including by improving governance at all levels, in particular
through enharrcing capacitres of public and private actors and the involvement of civil society, also
taking into due consideration the possible contributions provided by citizen science. The project will
evaluate and review the implementation of the Griffon vultures Management Plan (which will be adopted
in 2022) and provide guidelines for the future SPA Kvarnerski otoci Management Plan. lt will significantly
improve the capacities of the JUP and Beli Rescue Centre to manage the Griffon vulture population in
the future. The pro.lect will improve coordination between two relevant national authorities - the Ministry
of Economy and Sustainable Development (MESD) and the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) by improving
national policy related to conservation of Griffon vultures - both conservation and veterinary regulations.
Also, the project will enhance capacities of the private sector, namely PZO Krk, to manage a feeding
station and engage local shepherds in Griffon vulture conservation. Finally, civil society will also build its
capacity, from local stakeholders to project beneficiaries.

Third - to catalyse the large-scale deployment of successful solutions/approaches for implementing EU

legislation and policy on nature and biodiversity, by replicating results, integrating related objectives into
other policies and into public and private sector practices, mobilising investment and improving access
to finance. The project aims to ensure sustainability and replicability of project results. lt will enable
future deployment of successful solutions and approaches to Griffon vulture conseryation and
management by providing best practice at several levels - new feeding stations for Griffon vultures, Beli
Rescue Centre operations, state-of-the-art mitigation measures for electrocution, excursion boat
operators near the colonres, hunters using non-lead ammunition, shepherds testing best preventive
measures, etc.

Gompliance with the call topic

lndicate the call topic to which your proposal relates, and explain haw the proposed project addrcsses tie scope of fhe
topic desciption in the Call clocument.

The LIFE SUPporl project proposal falls under the intervention area "Safeguarding our species". The
proiect is directlv aimed at improvinq the conditions of species throuqh focusinq its activities on reducinq

Gompliance with LIFE Programme objectives

Explain how the project contributes to the specific objectives of the LIFE Prognmme and the sub-prcgramme targeted
by the call (Nature and Biodiversity, Circular Economy and Qual\ of Life, Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation
or Clean Energy Transition).
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the mortality of Griffon vultures and tackling all relevant threats - lack of food, electrocution, poisoning
and disturbance at their breeding colonies. Project also contributes to resolution of conflicts in wildlife
management as both wild boars and jackals predate sheep, which are the main food source for Griffon
vultures. By tackling lead poisoning caused by lead ammunition used by hunters and carcass poisoning
by shepherds, the projeci works on improving acceptance and promotes coexistence with Griffon
vultures as protected species. LIFE SUPport aims to significantly raise awareness of targeted
stakeholders (shepherds, hunters, excursion boat operators, school children, police, iourist, boat
owners/ nautical tourist, fishermen).

Additionally, the project will create cerlain preconditions for future projects in the intervention area
"Space for Nature" by providing guidelines for the SPA Kvarnerski otoci Managernent Plan
development. Also, the pro1ect will secure prerequisites for improved habitat management by
prioritization of habitai to be restored, by testing best practice preventive measures against jackals, and
reducing the amount of lead in the environment.

Considering policy priorities, the LIFE SUPport projectdirectly supports the implementation of the EU
Birds Directive. This project proposal aims at improving the conservation status of Griffon vulture, a
species of EU importance. The project is implementing objectives and measures as outlined in the
national Prioritized Action Framework (PAF) (draft, in public consultation unlil 0711212021) -
implementation of the Management Plan for Griffon vultures is listed as a priority for lhe 2021-2027.

As described above, the project deals with direct threats to Griffon vultures - lack of food, electrocution,
poisoning and disturbance at their breeding colonies. Threat mitigation will have indirect positive effects
on other Bird Directive Annex 1 species: Golden Eagle, Short-toed Eagle, Eagle Owl, Hen Harrier,
Shag, Peregrine Falcon and Lesser Kestrel.

The project also deals with the implementation of conservation objectives for SPA Kvarnerski otoci, as
listed in the Croatian Regulation on conservation objectives and measures for target bird species
in ecological network sites (Official Gazette 25120 and 38/20). Conservation objective for SPA
Kvarnerski otoci is conserved ooDUlation and habitats (vertical island cliffs above the sea for breedino
and extensive pastures for feeding) for maintenance of the significant breeding population of 110-130
parrs.

The project also implements the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030. The Strategy aims for a coherent
network of protected areas and the project deals with one of the 3 key nature protection commitments
by 2030 - Effectively manage all protected areas, defining clear conservation oblectives and measures,
and monitoring them appropraately. The project is focused on the SPA Kvarnerski otoci and
implementation of conservation objectives and measures, as well as their monitoring. Also, the Strategy
aims for building on an integrated and whole-of-society approach by improving knowledge, education
and skills. The project is focused on gathering the best data and developing the best nature-based
solutions, as well as education and awareness raising of many targeted stakeholders (school children,
hunters, police, shepherds, excursion boat owners etc.).

1.4 Concept and methodology

Concept and methodology

Descibe the ovenll interuention logic of the prcject, including the main idea and assumplions (i.e. how arc the
proposed activities and sleps of your pnject expected to lead to the intended changes in tems of outcomes and
impac:ts).

Explain the methodology, i.e. the main tools, techniques, methods and ptwedures you will use to implement the
technical part of your prcject. JusW why the proposed methodology is the most suitable for achieving the prcject's
objectives.

The Griffon vulture population on Kvarner islands is the last remaining population of this historically
widespread species in Croatia. ln the beginning of the 20th century its distribution range was continuous
throughout the country, from the very eastern borders, through the whole coniinental part of the country
to the southern nesting areas of the wider Konavle area. Merely 50 years ago, they were still breeding
regularly along the Dalmatian coast, with colonies in the canyons of rivers Zrmanja, Cetina, Krnjeza,
Paklenica and Krka as well as cliffs of Biokovo mountain in the very south. Today their last breeding
colonies remain on cliffs of 4 islands in the northern Adriatic (Cres, Krk, Plavnik and Prvic). Reason for
this rapid decline of breeding range is a cumulative effect of different threats, mainly lack of food due to
abandonment of iraditional extensive agriculture, poisoning, and in more recent times, nest
disturbance and electrocution. Project LIFE SUPport ("Sup" in Croatian means vulture) is
conceptualised in a way that each of these most severe threats is covered with their own work package
containinq soecific tasks desioned to mitiqaie the detrimental effect of the resoective threat to the last
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Griffon vulture population in Croatia. Through dealing with these threats, the pro.ject aims to reverse this
negative trend and secure Kvarner island as the last sanctuary of Griffon vultures.

Nest disturbance in the Kvarner area is a particularly serious threat because of the specific nesting
habits of the local population. Majority of their nests are situated on the cliffs above the sea, so
disturbance of nestlings in critical periods usually results in their falling into the sea and drowning.
Unfortunately. this criiical period when young vultures are fledging (June/July) overlaps with the high
tourist season when many boats travel beneath the cliffs daily. Some irresponsible touristic boat owners
are also intentionally coming very close to ihe nests to provide their customers a better view of the birds
and it can have a very strong impact on newly fledged birds that are not yet ready to fly. This is
especially common on the island of Plavnik, where the nests are positioned low above the sea and in
certain years, all nestlings from that colony end up in the sea, where they either drown or end up in the
Beli Rescue Centre which is operated by Public lnstitution Priroda. Through WP2, the project will tackle
nest disturbance and nestling mortality by video surveillance of Plavnik colony and forming a volunteer-
based vigilance task that will survey the Griffon vulture colonies and both deter irresponsible boat
owners and distribute educational materials to tourists about the importance of responsible behaviour
near Griffon vulture colonies. Also, through task 2.3. Project aims to increase capacity of Beli centre to
take care of rescued nestlings and secure soft release aviary to maximise their chance of successful
release in the nature upon recovery as well as observation platform to monitorthe release and feeding
station use on Cres.

Reason why the last breeding population of Griffon vulture remained on Kvarner island lies in traditional
extensive husbandry practices still used on these islands today. Sadly, these practices as well as sheep
numbers in general are steadily declining. According to available reports, on the island of Cres the
number of sheep in 1576. was 70 000. ln 1910. That number dropped to 43 000, in 1961. 23 833, in
1993. 14 176 (Posavi et al, 2002). ln 2018. lt is estimated that around 11 000 sheep still graze on Cres.
Apart from the fact that the number of sheep and other cattle has been greatly reduced in the last
centuries, in the last 50 years there has been a significant shift from extensive husbandry to jntensive

one. This results in lower sheep morlality which was estimated to be around 5% in 2010. as opposed to
10'% after World war 2 (SuSic & Radek, 2010). Also. rntensive husbandry results in gradual succession
or open naorlats rnto maqurs as sneep are no longer roamrng rree and marntarnrng tne grasslanos wnrcn
is reducrng the avarlabie feedrng habrtat for Griffon vuttures. Additional factor that adds up to reduced
food availability for Griffon vultures is the introduction of wild boar on the island of Cres and jackal on
island of Krk. These two species also feed on carcasses and thus compete with Griffon vultures for
already dwrndling food resources Also, since both wild boar and jackals predate sheep their oresence
on these islands further deters local shepherds from traditional extensive husbandry and increases
potential of mass poisoning events as collateral effect of human-wildlife conflict. Since land
abandonment, especially in island areas, is a complex issue rooted in socio-economic factors that are
beyond the scope of any single nature conservation project, this project aims to mitigate this threat by
establishing new and upgrading exisiing supplementary feeding stations for Griffon vulture as a first aid
method through Work package 3. Supplemeniary feeding stations or ''Vulture restaurants" are a

common and well-established successful practice for increasing food supply for vultures applied in
many countries with clear positive results. Havrng a functional supplementary feeding station is a best
fast response method for increasing food supply as the carcasses are laid out in the open and are
available to vultures unlike the carcasses in the overgrown maquis that vultures can't reach and end up
being eaten by either wild boar or jackals. Also, since supplementary feeding stations are fenced,
carcasses placed there are not available to jackals and wild boar.

ln 2017, HEP DSO and BIOM performed a baseline study of bird mortality in Natura 2000 areas. As part
of this study, predicted habitat use models for select bird species were overlaid with existing Middle
voltage infrastructure to produce a "risk map'and categorise areas by priority for carcass searching.
The subsequent carcass search found significant mortality of both Griffon vultures and other bird
species. ln addition to the aforementioned study, regular carcass searches have been performed by
BIOM on the island of Cres yearly since 2018, funded by MAVA in the scope of the Adriatic Flyway 4
project coordinated by Euronatur. As a result of these findings, HEP DSO has already retrofitted -200
high-risk medium voltage poles on the island of Cres to make them bird-safe. Through this project, we
seek to expand this beyond the island of Cres and roughly double the number of retrofitted poles, with
-200 new retrofitted poles in the project area. We estimate that the baseline mortality from electrocution
for the entire project area is around 2-3 Griffon vultures per year. While the risk to birds from overhead
medium voltage power lines can never be exactly zero, through the activities in this project we estimaie
that Griffon vulture electrocution mortality in the project area will be reduced below detectable levels and
cease to be a significant threat to the Kvarner population.

Poisoning is identified as a direct threat for Griffon vultures on Kvarner islands, either by ingesting
remains of lead ammunition or poisoned bait. Their social nature and feeding habits make ihem
especially sensitive to this threat, because they search for food and feed in groups and a single

ned carcass can result in vultures. Most recent mass event of Griffon
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vLrltures in Croatia was in 2004. on the island of Rab \,vhen at least 17 vultures were found dead around
the sheep carcass which was baited with carbofuran. These events, although rare, can have a

devastating effect on vulture population, especially a relatively small one such as this.

However, the scope of the threat is still locally unknown, hence in this project we will investigate the
scope of lead rntoxication and its effects on wildlife in the area. Hunters are an especially important
stakeholder group to tackle lead intoxication and if they do not switch to lead ammunition, Griffon
vultures will continue to become potential victims of lead poisoning when eating remains of game
animals. We decided to raise awareness of hunters on lead poisoning via handing them lead-free
ammunition and organizing hunter to hunter education on the benefits of using such ammunition. This
was proven as a good method during previous BIOM projects on the island of Cres. By including
shepherds in our project activities, we can potentially prevent large poisoning events. Such poisoning
incidents are likely to happen in the future, since jackals have arrived on the island of Krk and are
causing damage on livestock ever since. However, with an early warning system implemented through
task 4.5, catastrophic effect of mass poisoning can be minimised by a quick response from the project
team that will go on the field, coverthe poisoned bait and alert the competent authorities. Also, local
police officers are currently not trained to investigate and process such cases. Thus, in this project we
will raise their capacities and enable them to learn from Spanish authorities, who are considered a best
practice example to tackle poisoning of wildlife.

1.5 Upscaling results of other EU funded projects

Upscaling results of other EU funded projects

Explain if and how the proposal builds on or up-scales rcsu/fs of other EU tunded projects.

LIFE SUPpo;l aiins ic ieaji,ce :he eifect ci tlr,-eaieiiirg faciois iiiai iire Giiffor, ,uii.r'- 5r'EcJirrg
nnnrlAtinn is er rrrentlv faeinn in tho Krrarnor islan.le rnd in rininn Se tO a.e?te farrnr_rrahla cnndifinnc fnr
the species to gradually expand its distribution range to the mainland of Croatia, to the many sites it
used to occupy in the past. Similarto Croatia, vulture populations throughout the Balkan Peninsula, and
most of Europe, suffered severe depletion and even regional extinctjon, which js why the nature
conservatjon organizations have been very active in the field of vulture conservation in the region. This
projeci will endeavour to make use of aii deiiverables and outputs produced under EU funded prolects
with complementary actions and objectives, especially those relevant to mitigation of threats that
vultures in Croatia are currently facing. For reducing the threat of electrocution, the project team will
research the best options and methods (model of insulators, manufacturer, instalment procedures) for
isolating dangerous powerlines, already tested under several LIFE projects such as LlFE14
NAT/BG/000649, LIFE,16 NAT/BG/000612, LIFEl 6 NAT/BG/OOOB74.

Combating illegal wildlife poisoning will be conducted according to best practices implemented within
BalkanDetox LIFE project (LlFE19 GIE/NL/001016), by adopting the training programme developed
under the auspices of the Wildlife Crime Academy (WCA) and implementing it towards law enforcement
officials in Croatia. Attendees of the WCA in Spain from Croatia will upon completion of the entire
training programme be certified as trainers and will transfer the knowledge gained there to a much
greater number of other law enforcement officers and agents from the country, especially from the
Kvarner islands, through the conduction of national training courses. These national training courses
conducted within LIFE SUPportwill ensure thatcapacity building of the most relevant national
stakeholders is carried out in continuity in Croatia on a much larger scale, well after project LIFE'1 9
GIE/NL/001016 ends.

LIFE SUPport project will additionally adopt another best practice model developed in LIFE'14
NAT/BG/649 and further implemented under LlFE19 GIE/NL/001016 project, the "Early warning system
forwildlife poisoning based on intensive GPS tracking of Griffon vultures". The practice provides for
intensive monitoring of GPS tracked Griffon vultures in order to improve detection of potential poisoning
incidents in the environment. The tagged birds are monitored on an online monitoring tool developed
within LlFE19 GIEiNL/001016 project, which currently monitors the movements of over 40 vultures from
the Balkan Peninsula and in cooperation with many stakeholders from the region. Larger number of the
vultures tracked allows the coverage of colonies and feeding events over a larger range. This method
allows us to discover poisoning incidents, but also to act preventively, based on the behavioural and
movement patterns of the tagged birds, and prevent potential poisoning incidents on a larger scale.
LIFE SUPport will equip at least 20 Griffon vultures with GPS tags, which will significantly improve the
probability of detecting potential poisoning incidents in Croatia and beyond.

The project will also adopt the early warning system app, which is developed within the LlFE19
GIE/NL/001016 proieci, and will adapt and distribute the aDD to law enforcement officers and other
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relevant stakeholders in the country. The wide distribution of the early warning system app among
relevant stakeholders will significantly increase their response time to potential poisoning incidents in
the environment, enabling them to react immediately to any problematic situation that might occur
according io the data received through the app.

lmplementing preventive measures against predation by mammalran predators is one of the key actions
contributing to reduction of human-wildlife conflict, which is the most frequent driver behind the illegal
use of poison baits in the environment. LIFE SUPport project will build upon the results and experiences
from ihe LlFE16 NAT/BG/000874 with selection and testing methods of the prevention measures and
tools thai the project will introduce to local livestock breeders.

1.6 Complementarity with other actions

Complementarity with other actions

Explain how the project is complementaty to other regional, national or intemational initiatives/actvities/pnjects. How
will it integnte the resufts from these other actions?

Multi-species Action Plan to Conserve African-Eurasian Vultures (Vulture MsAP) is a global
conservation action plan for African and Eurasian vultures, that was approved by the Convention for
Migratory Species (CMS) at COP12 in 2017. LIFE SUPport aims to tackle all conservation threats
deemed to be of critical priority for the vulture populations in Europe, Central and East Asia -
unintentional poisoning (using poison baits), electrocution on energy infrastructure and decline of food
availability. All of these threats are present in the Kvarner islands and represent the main obstacles
standing in the way of population increase of the local breeding population and its natural dispersion
towards former breeding areas on Croatran mainland. The actions proposed underthe LIFE SUPport
^,^;d^r 
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nrooosed in lhe framework of actions of thc Vr rltrrre MsAP and are recoonized to be of essentral orioritv
for implementation.

Croatian Griffon vulture Management Plan (with action plan) is planned to be adopted by the Ministry of
Economy and Sustarnable Development (MESD, associated partner) tn 2022, which is also written in
the Annex submitted by the NPD-MESD to this project application The project activities are
complementary to the draft Management Plan and after its adoption will directly implement the
Management Plan and many of its activities.

LIFE SUPport endeavours to adopt and adapt best conservation practices that have already been
developed and implemented in other projects and conservation initiatives. The actions of our
project directly address one of the most dominant threatening factors that vulture populations are facing
today - wildlife poisoning. One of the main obstacles in dealing with wildlife poisoning are low
awareness and operational capacities among relevant governmental institutions in Croatia, especially
law enforcement institutions, which is why this type of environmental crime often has low priority for
them and why wildlife poisoning incidents often remain poorly investigated. LIFE SUPport will adopt the
Level 1 (Basic) training programme developed and implemented already under the BalkanDetox LIFE
project and implement it in Croatia. This training programme is designed to provide law enforcement
institutions with basic knowledge and operational tools related to conducting investigations of wildlife
crime, including illegal poisoning, poaching, but also electrocution and collision with power lines. The
anti-poisoning actions foreseen within LIFE SUPport project are complementary to the initiatives taken
under the Mediterranean Anti-Poisoning Project (Fighting poisoning-reducing vultures (and other
scavengers and predators) mortality due to the use of poison baits and lead ammunition across the
Mediterranean), which aims to minimise the scale and scope of poisoning in the Balkans.

The project will contribute to intensive monitoring of Griffon vultures from the Balkan Peninsula in order
to improve possibilities of detecting potential poisoning incidents and act preventively, a method
developed in LlFE14 NAf/BG/649 and further implemented under LIFE'19 GIE/NL/0010',l6 project.
Griffon vultures from the breeding population of the Kvarner islands will be tagged with GPS
transmitters and their movements will be monitored via an online platform (BalkanDetox Control Panel).
This online platform enables the users to jointly monitor and examine in real time movement patterns of
all vultures tagged within LlFE14 NAT/BG/649, LlFE19 GIE/NL/001016 and many other conservation
initiatives from the Balkan region, amounting to over 50 birds.

Apart from the issues of poisoning, core actions of the LIFE SUPport project are focused on reducing
the risk of electrocution on energy infrastructure, and food availability on the Kvarner islands, which are
recognized as one of main threatening factors for the local vulture populations. The actions of our
proiect are in line with best practices implemented to reduce the risk of soarino birds dvinq from
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electrocutron and collision in many LIFE funded projects, such as LlFE14 NAT/|T/000484, LlFE14
NAT/BG/649, LIFEl8 NAT/BG/OOO27B, LIFElO NAT/BG/OOO152, LIFE,16 NAT/BG/OOOB74,LIFElB
NAT/CY/OO1018, LlFE19 NAT/IT/000732. Additionally, meihods and practices used in these projects to
establish supplementary feeding programmes and new feeding stations for providing a safe food source
for vultures and increasing food availability will be taken into consideration when implementing actions
to increase food availability for the Griffon vultures of Kvarner islands.

1.7 Synergies and co-benefits with other LIFE sub-programmes

Climate Change and Clean Energy Transition: The green energy transition, while it is a crucial step
towards mitigating the looming global threat of climate change, poses significant challenges at the national
level when it comes to assessing and mitigating the local biodiversity impacts of new infrastructure such
as wind farms, solar farms and power lines. Future energy generation projects will inevitably require an
expanded and more robust energy transmission and distribution network, which will in turn need built in
safeguards for biodiversity. Through this project, in addition to specifically addressing the issue of bird
electrocution on medium voltage infrastructure in the project area, we will work with energy companies on
mainstreaming biodiversity conservation, to ensure that they consider biodrversity conservation in their
work in the future.
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of poison baits in the environment. Poison baits in Croatia are most commonly prepared with Carbofuran.
a pesticide which has been banned for use in agriculture in the EU due to its high toxicity and damaging
effects it has on human health. The use of poison baits is a nonselective method of extirpating animals
and it represents a public hazard, as unaware citizens may easily come in contact with poisoned animals
both in urban and natural environments. The tasks foreseen within our pro1ect are in line wrih the polrcy
objectives of the Circular Economy and Quality of Life sub-programme as they directly focus on preventing
and reducing the impact that these hazardous substances have on the environment and human health.
Additionally, by working on preventron and deterrence of using illegal highly toxic compounds in the
environment, and the use of lead ammunition for hunting in the Kvarner islands the project will significantly
contribute to eliminating and preventing the adverse effects of soil pollution.

Another essential activity of the LIFE SUPport project is to significantly reduce the mortality of juvenile
Griffon vultures caused by nest disturbance from tourist boats. As the Griffon vultures of Kvarner islands
nest on cliffs in coastal waters they represent a significant attraction and there are dozens of tour boat
operators that take tourists to see the breeding vulture colonies. The peak of the iourist season
coincides with the fledging period of Griffon vultures, and apart from the disturbance that often causes
the newly fledged birds to abruptly abandon the nests and drown in the sea such large amount of people
that visit these sites also results in significant pressure on the marine environment, primarily through
littering.

1.8 Synergies and co-benefits with other EU policy areas

Synergies and co-benetits with other LIFE sub-programmes

Describe synergies wrth oher LIFE sub-programmes (Naturc and Biodiversity, Circular Economy and Quality of Life,
Climate Change or Clean Energy Tnnsition). Descibe spillover effects (co-benefits) in addition to those targeted by
the prcject. If possible, quanw the contibution.

ldentily ffie actvities/tasks that addl'ess these poltcy objectlves of other LIFE sub-ptrynnme$

Synergies and co-benefits with other EU pollcy areas

Descibe the syneryies and positive spillover etrects (co-benefits) with other EU policy arcas (for example agicufture,
heafth, civil protection, jobs and grcwth, etc.). ff possible, quantify the contibution.

ldentify the activitieatasks Itaf adress these other EU policy objectives.

Common Agriculture Policy: LIFE SUPport project endeavours to maintain and promote traditional
animal husbandry practices and local livestock breeds, which have been present in the Kvarner region
for centuries. These traditional extensive farming and agro-grazing practices support biodiversity and
the maintenance of landscapes. Traditional grazing practices that are still to a large extent implemented
in this region have a beneficial effect on the foraging success of Griffon vultures. They inhibit the
overorowino of karst qrasslands and fields and thus have a beneficial effect on food availabilitv and
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foraging success of Griffon vultures, making rt easier for them to locate natural occurring feeding
opportunities in the environment. Additionally, this type of environmentally sustainable farming enables
the local livestock breeders to produce food whilst simultaneously protecting nature and safeguarding
biodiversity, which is one of the priorities and focus areas of the Common Agricultural Policy of the EU.
As these traditional, environmentally friendly animal husbandry practices, as well as sheep populations
are in declrne in the Kvarner region, there is less available food for the vultures, both for naturally
occurring feeding events and existing supplementary feeding stations. This project wili endeavour to
investigate in detail the current changes in habitat and animal husbandry practices on the Kvarner
lslands, including motivations and drivers for shepherds to continue or abandon shepherding and
conflicts with wildlife in order to propose and promote optimal solutions for increasing natural food
availability for the Griffon vultures and maintarning this environmentally friendly way of farming.

Public and animal health policy: ln the EU, Regulation (EC) No 85012004 of the Council of 29 April
2004 on persistent organic pollutants and amending Directive 79l117|EEC aims to better protect human
health and the environment from persistent organic pollutants by prohibiting, phasing out as soon as
possible, or restricting the production, placing on the market and use of substances subject to the
Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, some of which are active compounds of
substances frequently used for poison baits and intentional poisoning of wildlife.

The LIFE SUPport project will propose to integrate the project results on the use of toxic compounds in

Croatia into the REACH policy. The Project team will consult REACH policy revision and seek
consultations on how to propose suggestions and amendments to REACH Regulation for the S-year
obligatory review to monitor progress in the achievement of its objectives, following the review
conducted in 2017.

ln addition, the project directly deals with the EU sanitary regulation 1069/2009 and 14212011.This
Regulation lays down implementing measures for the public and animal health rules for animal by-
products and derived products. Detailed provisions concern the disposal and use of animal by-products
and derived products. Project is improving the operations of the feeding station on Cres and setting up a

ilew leeuiltg s{dtton uil KT(, lur wltrLtr d pcrnill lor n99, igggrrrg stairo{r un KrK dnu exlenorng iile fJerilili
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The permits ar'e to be issued by the fulinistry of Agriculture. Also, the project wtll organize an
international conference on the EU sanrtary regulation to which also relevant national authoriiies will be
invited. As a follow-up to the workshop as part of WP3, the pro.;ect will produce policy
recommendations, including arguments for the revisron of the current national legislaiion in favour of
supplementary feeding of vultures outside feedrng stations. The project partners, including the NPD-
MESD, will advocate towards the Ministry of Agriculture for the new regulation to grant Kvarner Islands
exception from the national sanitary regulation, in accordance with EU sanitary regulation 1069/2009
and 14212011. We expect to contribute to the improvement of the national policy relaied to conservation
of Griffon vultures - both conservation and veterinary regulations.

Reducing lead in the environment rs related to public health policy as well. The European Chemical
Agency (ECHA) has assessed the health and environmental risks posed by the use of lead projectiles
for hunting and outdoor sports shooting as well as lead used in fishing sinkers and lures. The ECHA is
rn the process of bringing forward a proposal for further EU-wide restrictions on the use of lead in

ammunition for hunting and outdoor sports shooting as well as in fishing. The proposal aims to address
the risks of lead in these activities to protect people, wildlife and the environment. The Agency
concluded that an EU-wide restriction would be justified. ECHA's proposal to further restrict the use of
lead follows an earlier one covering lead in gunshot for hunting and sports shooting in or around
wetlands. The European Commission adopted this restriction under the REACH Regulation on
2510112021. lt will apply in all EU countries from '1 5 February 2023. The project will contribute to
reducing lead in the environment by securing lead-free ammunition to local hunters, who have provided
the letter of support for the project. The results of the project will be shared with the EC in order to
provide relevant data on the experience of using lead{ree ammunition on Kvarner lslands.

2. IMPACT

2.1 Ambition of the impacts

Ambition of the impacts

Identry and quanw lhe elfecfs of the prcject (during the implementation and up to 5 yaa's after its eN).
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Lead poisoning and carcass poisoning:

Local hunters are equipped with lead-free ammunition and the wider hunting society is aware of lead
poisoning and its impact on the environment. Awareness will be measured by questionnaires and their
satisfaction with the use of such ammunition, as well as information if they plan to continue to use it after
the project period. We estimate that by handing out 6000 lead-free bullets in the course of the project,
there will be at least 1B kg of lead less in the environment.

Shepherds are aware of best preventive measures to protect livestock from potential predators and will
assess their effectiveness. These preventive measures will potentially deter shepherds to use illegal
poisoned bait for predator control and thus lowering the possibility of Griffon vultures becoming collateral
victims of such incidents. During the course of the project, we will monitor the number of sheep killed by
jackals before and after setting up preventive measures. ln 2021, jackals killed a total of 2000 lambs and
300 sheep on the island of Krk. By testing implementation of best-preventive measures, such as
shepherd dogs and different kinds of fences, as well as a deeper collaboration with local hunters, the
number of sheep killed by jackals should decrease during the project implementation. We will also
monitor the spill-over effect of information to other shepherds (mediated PZO Krk as partner) and check
if other shepherds adapted new measures outside our project.

Police officers from Kvarner are aware and educated about processing cases regarding wildlife
poisoned from lead and poisoned bait. We will monitor the number of poisoning cases detected and
processed during the project, with anticipation that the number of police reports will increase. lf such
cases are correctly investigated on sight, i.e. by police officers on the field, there is a higher possibility
that the case rs processed rn the whole enforcement charn and results rn a convrctron of the perpetrator.
Herrce, we wiii arso monrror coun cases regarotng potsonlng.

By sharing results and activities of the project, the general public will also become more aware
concerning poisoning rncidents. We will communicate with them how to report findings of dead animals
and poisoning cases. Thus, we anticipate that the number of dead vultures/ birds/ anrmals reported by
locai people is elevated at the end of the project, rn comparison to its start.

Colony disturbance:

Griffon vulture colonies are closely monitored, boih by implementation of video surveillance on ihe
island of Plavnik and increased presence of project staff and volunteers during the most sensitive
period. lncreased presence of project staff and active engagement with local stakeholders responsible
for nest disturbance, namely excursion boat operations but also individual tourists and scuba divers
visiting waters around colonies will result in change of their behaviour for the benefit of Griffon vultures.
Also, capacity of Beli rescue and recovery center responsible for rescuing and rehabilitating fallen
vultures will be raised by construction of a soft release aviary and observation platform that will result in
better conditions for vulture rehabilitation. These activities will result in overall decrease of juvenile
mortality and expected decrease in the percentage of young nestlings that fall in the sea each year from
25% which is the current estimation lo 15o/o by the end of the project. Also, through working with the
boat excursion operators in the field as well as other stakeholders, the project aims to reach at least
'l 0.000 people and raise their awareness on how to behave around Griffon vulture colonies.

Electrocution:

Bird conservation has been mainstreamed among companies and employees working on the medium
voltage network. Preparations of internal HEP DSO document how to design power lines in Natura 2000
sites. BIOM has worked together with HEP DSO on mitigating bird electrocution on the island of Cres
since 2017. ln the first year of carcass searching 10 Griffon vultures were found, indicating a serious
problem of killer poles'. We estrmate that currently 2-3 new Griffon vulture electrocution events happen
every year - this number is particularly alarming given the species' long life and generation periods as
well as Croatia's small total population. Through the activities in this project we aim to reduce this
number to zero in the project area. During LIFE SUPport the aim is to double the number of mitigated
'killer poles' and include electrocution hotspots on other Kvarner lslands and mountain Udka in this
process.

Food availability:

lncrease food availability from 15 tons to at least 40 tons, which is a rough estimate for the current need

Wherever possible, use quantified indicators and tatgets.

Note: ln addition to the desciption above, include quantified indicators in Part C of the application forms (both
hoizontal KPII forthe LIFE gognmme as well as any speciftc KPls relevantto the proposal).

that are a your
should not be into account.

of the Kvarner ulation. Establishin SU lem is first because we cannot reverse
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this trend of decreasing extensive shepherding (source of natural food) in the duration of the project. By
working with shepherds and preparing a ground for pasture restoration possibilities our project will
create a road map to reverse the decline. Project is a big investment in local capacity of PZO Krk and
their support to local shepherds and conserving the extensive shepherding practises.

Cumulative effect of aforementioned impacts will result in increased number of breeding pairs
and higher breeding success. Number of breeding pairs is expected to rise to 140 by 5 years
beyond project end and breeding success is expected to be 80%.

2.2 Credibility of the impacts

Gredibility of the impacts

S/,ow ffie sfeps of your calculatians and base yourself on the activities mentioned in your woft plan.

Justify and substantiate the baselines, benchmarks and assumptions you used, makiry teference to rclevant
pub I ications, sfudies o,' statistics.

Tty to use the same methodologies for calculating impacts (avoid using ditrercnt methodologies for each paftner, rcgion
or cout tty).

Calculations are based on the data coming from the Expert Background Study forthe Griffon vulture
Management Plan (with action plan), produced by BIOM in 2019 and other relevant references.

Monitoring

Lucic, V. Kapell S. Andevski. J , Budinski. 1.. Modric M. Vuleta. E (2019) Grrffon vultures research

'cs-,i- 2.id & 2; i3 .roouciat'ur, SiOivi. p. Jo

Lucic V arrd Koc,e U. 12C201 Report on irnpiemented rlonrtonng Associatiorr BlOtll and DOPPS i, 83

Disturbance

Disturbance of breeding brrds occurs contrnuously near the cliffs where Griffon vultures breed in Croaiia
Excursion and diving boats put lots of pressure on most of the known colonies, and with the
encouragement of "experience tourism" this pressure could be even more pronounced. Boats usually
stop under the cliffs, to give tourists the opportunity to photograph the cliffs and Griffon vultures. Some
boat owners act irresponsibly and approach the cliffs at only 10 meters, do not control the behaviour of
tourists, and even make noise that forces juvenile vultures to take off from the nest. Juvenile vultures
are not ready for flight and often this results in young falling into the sea and drowning. Also because of
this disturbance, parents start to avoid nests and do not feed their young, and in the early stages of
incubation, they leave the nest and leave the eggs or chicks unprotected. Therefore, it is urgent to
ensure the implementation of measures from the Corrigendum to the ordinance on conservation
objectives and conservation measures for target bird species in ecological network areas (NN 3812020)
(30.3.2020.) which prescribes that anchoring and navigation of all types of vessels it is not allowed at a
distance of less than 80 m from coastal breeding, feeding and resting sites of vultures. The BeliVulture
Centre and Visitor Recovery Centre alleviate the consequences of the disturbance of Griffon vultures in

breeding colonies. The Beli Centre can receive around 10 birds per year. Afterthe rescue, the vultures
are transported to the Centre Beli where they remain in care for as long as necessary, usually until the
spring of next year. After recovery, the vultures are released. Another form of disturbance that could
become a problem in the future is climbing tourism. This problem has been identified in several
countries, but in Croatia for now is not significant. However, in the future, if vultures re-inhabit Ucka or
Paklenica, where they used to breed, this should be considered and ensure mitigation measures.

Relevant references

Harel, R., Horvitz, N. and Nathan, R. (2016) ,,Adultvultures outperform juveniles in challenging thermal

soaring conditions", Scientific Reports. Nature Publishing Group, 6(27865). doi: 10.1038/srep27865.

Schenk, H. (1977) .,Status and conservation of Birds of Prey in Sardinia. With a special note on the
impact of man on a Griffon vulture population", u Proc. lnt. Conf. Birds of.
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Su5tc. G. (2013a) ,Griffon vulture (Gyps fulvusl', u Tuti5, V i et.al.(ur ) Red data book of birds in
Croatia.2. ed. Zagreb. Ministry of Environmental and Nature Protection, State lnstitute for Nature
Protection, p. 145-1 46.

Su5ic, G. and Radek, V. (2010) Action plan for the protection of the last population of Griffon vultures
(Gyps fttlvus) in Croatia.

Food availability

The reduction in the total number of livestock in extensive farming on the islands, and in the rest of
Croatia, togetherwith the reduction of natural mortalityof livestock, has resulted in a significant
reduction in available food for Griffon vultures. There has been a change in the management of
domestic antmals and improved livestock health, thus reducing morlality. After the 2nd World War, the
natural annual mortality of sheep on Cres was 10%, while today it has been reduced to 5%. This also
reduced the amount of food available for scavengers, especially vultures. By a simple calculation of the
trophic potential, it can be determined that the amount of available food derived from sheep in the
Kvarner islands is not sufficient even for the current population of Griffon vultures. Therefore, feeding
stations have significant importance for maintaining a stable population of Griffon vuliures in Croatia.

Relevant references:

Modric, M. and Vuleta, E. (2018) Expert explanation of the justification of buslness with animal by-
products for the purpose of feeding the Kvarner population of Griffon vultures (Gyps fulvus) by the
Public lnstitution "Priroda". Rijeka

SuStc.G. t2013al ,,Griffonvulture(Gypsfulvus)'. uTutiS,V.iet.al.(ur.) Reddatabookof birdsin
C;'ca!;a.2. ei.Zag:=5. i"liitisi,'; jf L-rv;iorir,-rer ,ial a,id i.jaiuie Pr'rtieciior r. Siaie irrstiiuie fur iiaiur'e
Protpetinn o 14c-1AA

Su5ic, G (2015a) Expeft study for the establishment of a feeding ground for Griffon vultures rn the Uika
Nature Park - l. part.

SuSic, G. (20 15b1 Expert siudy for the establishment of feeding grounds for Griffon vultures rn the Ucka
Nature Park - ll. part. Senj.

Su5ic, G. and Radek. V (2010) Action plan for the protection of the last population of Griffon vultures
(Gyps fttlvus) in Croatia.

Lucic V. (2020) Feeding station monitoring plan. Association BIOM p. 13

Lucii V. (2020) Volunteer monitoring program for feeding station monitoring. Association BIOM and
DOPPS, p.22.

Poisoning

For the conservation of Griffon vultures in Croatia, two types of poisoning are relevant: unintentional
poisoning of Griffon vultures through illegal poisoned baits intended for predator control and lead
poisoning through exposure to the remains of hunting ammunition (saturnism). Cases of poisoning of
vultures in Croatia with pesticides and rodenticides from the group of carbamates and
organophosphates (carbofuran, methomyl, deltamethrin) and also organochlorine hydrocarbon residues
such as DDT and its isomers were recorded.

Poisoning by poisoned baits

Griffon vultures are collateral victims of attempts to poison other animal species, most often predators,
with illegal poisoned baits. Poisons used are usually insecticides, rodenticides, fungicides, herbicides, or
agents for controlling snails. The illegal use of poisonous baits to exterminate species that come into
conflict with humans due to damage on crops and livestock is a common practice in many rural parts of
Europe and Croatia. Some cases of such poisoning have decimated the vulture population in Croatia. ln
2004 SSES WCTE with carbofuran on the island of Rab resulti in at least 17
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vultures being killed. Poisoning also destroyed the last population of the Griffon vultures on Paklenica,
which eventually disappeared through several cases of poisoning in the 1990s.

Lead poisoning (Saturnism)

Lead porsoning is a well-known cause of death of vultures. Among the vultures ihat arrived at the Beli
Centre in 2018,2 first-year Griffon vultures with elevated blood lead levels were recorded. Also, in 2019,
one vulture death was recorded where the most probable cause was lead poisoning. Lead poisoning in

Kvarner is a particularly pronounced threat. Due to a lack of food in the area, the vultures exploit every
source of food including carcasses and remains of game, which can often contain lead residues.
Therefore, it is necessary to work with hunters to use unleaded ammunition, which has long been
available on European markets and it is necessary to encourage its use in Croatia. BIOM has already
worked with hunters on Cres island regarding non-lead ammunition in 2019 by providing them with non-
lead ammunition. The hunters reported that they were satisfied with the power and performance of the
ammunition. Thus, this project will also be a continuation of work with this stakeholder group, but
broadening it to the islands of Krk and Rab.

Additionally, at an EU level, the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) assessed all the uses of lead -

sport shooting, fishing activities and hunting upon request of the European Commission. ECHA
concluded that there are risks from these uses to wildlife, livestock, the environment and human health
that are not adequately controlled and which need to be addressed at EU level. Thus, among else,
ECHA proposed a ban on the use of lead in hunting, with an adequate transition period. Our work with
hunters on Kvarner will ease their iransition to non-lead ammunition, if its use becomes obligatory.

Relevant references:

Association BIOM (2020) Kvarner Unleaded project flnal repod, p.3.

Assocratron tstOful (2020) Porson - Better Not loucn frnal report, p.J.

Botha A J et al t2017) MLrltr-species Action Plan to Conserve African-Eurasian Vultures CMS
Raptors MOU Technical Publication, (5) pp. 164. Available at:
https://www.cms. int/raptors/sites/defaultrfiles/pu blication/vu ltu re-msap_e.pdf .

Curic S. et. al. (2008) ,Handel mit Carbofuran Gefahr fur die gefdhrdete Population der Gdnsegeier
(Gyps fulvus) in Kroatren'. Tierdrztliche Umschau. 68(8), pp. 437441. Available at:
https://www.bib. irb.hr/364849.

European Chemical Agency (2021). echa.europa.eu/. Accessed on 22nd November 2021 .

Lukac, G. (1999),,Extinction is obvious orwhy the only terrestrial breeding place of Griffon vultures
(Gyps fulvus Hablizl 1783) in Croatia has disappeared ". Starigrad-Paklenica.

Medugorac. B. et.al. (200'1 ) ,,The content of heavy metals and chlorinated hydrocarbons in the tissues of
the Griffon vulture ", in XXV|ll. Expert meeting of the Section for Health Ecology of the Croatian
Pharmaceutical Society of the Republic of Croatia and the Croatian lnstitute of Public Health
"Challenges in Ecology": book of abstracts, pp. 199-200. Available at: https://www.bib.irb.hr/108439.

Pantovii, U. and Arrdevski, J. (2018) Reviewof the problem of poison use and vulture poisoning in the
Balkan Peninsula.

Sabodanec, R. et.al. (2005) ,,Fatal poisoning of a Griffon vulture (Gyps fulvus) with methomyl", European
Journal of Wildlife Research, 51 (3), pp.. 21 0-21 2. doi : 1 0. 1 007/s 1 0344-005-0099-7.

Su5ic, G. (2013a),,Griffon vulture (Gyps fulvus)", u Tuti6. V. iet.al.(ur.) Red data bookof birds in
Croatia.2. ed. Zagreb: lvlinistry of Environmental and Nature Protection, State Institute for Nature
Protection, p. 1 45-'1 46.

TiSljar, M. et.al. (2019) Pathomorphological lnvestigation and the Causes of Deaths in 2018 - 2019 as a

Step in Protection and Conservation of Griffon vultures (Gyps fulvus) population in Croatia.

ZorbaS A. (2021) Analysis of the use of lead-free ammunition on the island of Cres. Master thesis,
University of Karlovac, p.42.

Electrocution

Electrocution on medium-voltage power infrastructure is an important risk factor that affects many bird
species. |n2017,2018, and 2019, several medium-voltage powerlineswere investigated on Cres, and
the deaths of Griffon vultures and other of birds n owls and owls were
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ln that period, at least 20 electrocution cases were recorded on the island of Cres. Prior to
that, in 2007 and 2008, 7 Griffon vulture electrocution cases were recorded on the island of Cres. lt is
therefore extremely important to work on identifying and retrofitting critical hotspots on the medium-
voltage network to make them safe for Griffon vultures. Solving the problem of electrocution is an
obligation according to the Corrigendum to the ordinance on conservation objectives and conservation
measures for target bird species in ecological network areas (NN 3812020) (30.3.2020.) which
prescribes that it is necessary to plan and build the electricity infrastructure to prevents electrocution of
birds on medium voltage (MV) lines and that technical measures for preventrng further bird mortality
need to be implemented on sections of existing lines where monitoring confirms increased risk of
electrocution.

Relevant references

Association BIOM (2020) Guidelines on lmpactAssessmentof Power Lines on Birds, p. 18.

KorSa. M. (2019) Bird mortality by electrocution on the island of Cres. University of Zagreb.

Susic. G. (2013a),Griffon vulture (Gyps ftilvus)', u Tuti5, V iet.al.(ur.)Red data book of birds in
Croatia. 2. ed. Zagreb: Ministry of Environmental and Nature Protection, State lnstitute for Nature
Protection, p. 1 45-1 46.

Su6ic,G.andRadek,V (2010)Actionplanfortheprotectionofthelastpopulationof Griffonvultures
(Gyps fulvus) in Croatia.

Zec. M., Katanovic, l. and Culig, P. (2017\ ldentification of the most critical parts of the MV neiwork for
bird deaths within the Natura 2000 area in order to implement measures to protect birds from
electrocution - Final Report.

2.3 Sustainabilitv of proiect results

Sustainability of project results

Descibe your strategy to sustain the project's resufts afrer the EU funding ends. Consider the following aspects:

- How will the project impact be ensuted and sustained? Which tasks will you carry out dufing the project to
ensure that?

' Which parts of the pnject should be continued or maintained? How will this be achieved and whieh resources
will be necessary?

LIFE SUPport aims at ensuring sustainability of project results by providing means for the successful
management of Griffon vultures in the SPA Kvarnerski otoci.

ln order to secure sustainability of Griffon vulture management, LIFE SUPport will use the following
approaches:

- mitigation of relevant threats to Griffon vultures - food availability, poisoning, electrocution and
nest disturbance

- working with targeted stakeholders - shepherds, hunters, police, etc.
- work at the policy level by reviewing and developing Griffon vulture strategic documents and

improving implementation of EU sanitary regulation

Mitigation of threats and working with stakeholders

Camera system on the Plavnik colony to better understand interaction between boats and birds on
nests, to determine peak periods to adjust future work to be more present dunng critical periods will be
installed during the project. Their operations should continue after the project and JUP will secure
covering of maintenance costs in their annual budget. Awareness raising among boat operaiors should
be coniinued to keep colonies safe in future. This will be done via JUP boat surveillance and/or
continuation of volunteer vigilance network implemented as paft of the project.

Small infrastructure constructed as part of the project will stay in the project area. Local organisations
(JUP, Beli Rescue Centre and PZO Krk) will be in charge of their maintenance, securing the budget for it
in their operational plans.

lmproving the legislative procedure in the functioning of existing feeding stations will ensure a sufficient
amount of food for the exrsting Griffon vulture population and enable its growth. At the same time, this
can contribute to the establishment of new feeding stations and their functionality. The inclusion of PZO
Krk in the establishment of feedinq stations is a completelv new practice in Croatia. since so far thev
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have been managed only by public institutions from the nature protection sector. Such an example could
serve as an example to similar entities, and thus the network of feeding stations would continue to
expand. lt is also expected that shepherds will be more wrlling to cooperate with PZO Krk since it is an
entity with which they cooperate in other fields in their business or are its members. As PZO Krk will
procure a vehicle for transporting carrion, it will ensure the long{erm sustainability of this feeding
station.

Opening additional areas from which carcasses can be provided (e.9. from Lika-Senj County) will
remain effective after the project ends as well, which should provide addiiional security for having
enough food to be delivered to the feeding station in Cres and possible future feeding stations.

Given the sensiiivity of the area, continuous monitoring of bird electrocution is necessary, both to ensure
the functioning of existing mitigation measures and to continue to identify possible new electrocution
hotspots which can arise due to changes in habitat structure or new feeding stations. HEP DSO has a

continuing commitment io keep their infrastructure bird-safe. lnstalled mitigation measures will be
maintained/replaced in the future.

PZO Krk, as a local cooperative for farmers, will keep supporting local shepherds with best practice
preventive measures. The fences and shepherd dogs will continue to be in use in the area even after
the project ends. PZO Krk will also continue to facilitate collaboration with hunting associations on Krk
island, also to the benefit of shepherds (dealing with jackals, boars).

ln order io prevent lead poisoning incidents in the area, hunters should continue to use non-lead
ammunition. During the course of the project they will test and assess non-lead ammunition, as well as
become aware of the negative impact of lead on the environment and human health. Also, there will
potentially be a total ban in the EU on the use of lead in hunting in the near future. Hunters participating
in this project will be better prepared once the ban will be in force.

JUP (managers of Natura 2000 sites in Primorje-Gorski Kotar County) are important for sustainability.
Throughout the project they will become more connected to local stakeholders to tackle the threats and
more eqLlrpped (rntrastruc[ure, srarr capacrty) tor dealrng wtln rnreats reraleu to uflttons. .rtJP wttr

i^^J ...:tf t:t^ ^-^-- ,!^ l^^^l -^--.,-il,,vvD,t'urt (r,Erltscrv€5 oD d ruudr Pv[rr lvr 
'gPvrr'rrv 'rrJutcu drru ucav vvlu'ils, qil.virv (rr! 

'ved' ev'I'r'u!r'!t.

Policy work

As for ihe policy work. the project will work on the strategic documents, namely evaluation and revrsion
of the Griffon vulture Management Plan and development of Guidelines for Management plan for SPA
Kvarner lslands. These strategic documents will be developed using a participatory approach, which will
in turn secure ownership of the documents by relevant stakeholders. The most important stakeholder is
the JUP - project partner. The prolect will raise JUP' capacities for management, as well as improve
many aspects of Griffon vulture management. Having these Griffon vulture strategic documents
prepared will set a basis for future successful management of Griffon vultures by the JUP and relevant
stakeholders.

lnternational workshop on EU sanitary regulation will be implemented within LIFE SUPport, which in turn
will result in improving the implementation of EU sanitary regulation and better coordination between two
relevant national authorities - the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development (MESD) and the
Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) on issues related to conservation of Griffon vultures.

Development of the After-LIFE conservation plan will in more detail discuss appropriate sustainability
options.

2.4 Exploitation of project results

Exploitation of project results

Do you lorcsee other ways of exploiting the projecf 's resu/fs (e.9. ulilisation in fufther research, in developing / creating
/ marl<eting a product or p/ocess, in creating / ptoviding a sevice, in standardisation etivities etc.)? Wha arc the
targeted userc?

Note: DonT fotget to include the activities in the mandatory Work Package for Sustainabilrty, rcplication, and
exploitation ol p/o/bct /esu/fs.

LIFE SUPport project results could be used in future research of Griffon vultures.

The Griffon vulture population of Croatia is unique in Europe because the vast majority of the breeding
population nests above the sea. lt is also the last populaiion of Griffon vultures which connects the
oopulations in the Alps with those in the Balkan peninsula. Movement data and analyses of birds from
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this unique population will therefore greatly improve the general understanding of Griffon vulture
movement patterns and behaviour and could be used in further research of Griffon vultures.

Early warning system could also be further used by other projects dealing with Griffon vultures.

Shepherding is declining, also thanks to the negative effects of jackals on Krk and wild boars on all
Kvarner lslands. LIFE SUPport will create an enabling environment and supporl shepherds to continue
being shepherds, as the issue of jackals will starl to be dealtwith. Results of the best practice preventive
measures, if successful, could be used to standardrse these activities.

2.5 Catalytic potential: Replication and upscaling

Catalytic potential: Replication and upscaling

Describe the potential for the rcsults to be replicated in the same or other sectors or places. Which ladors might favour
or fimft the replication?

Describe the potential for the resufts to be up-scaled by public/private actors or through mobilising laryer investments
or financial rcsources. What is the covenge and size of the mafuet? lNho arc the potential users of the rcsults?
Descibe the strategy and tasks to muftiply the impact of the project (duing implenentation or afrerwards) . How will its
main actions and rcsufts be rcplicated elsewherc?
Note: DonT forget ta include the activities in the mandatory Work Package for Sustainability, rcptication, and
exploitation of projecl rcsufts.

LIFE SUPport aims at ensuring replicatron and exploitation of project results by enabling conditions for
the successful management of Griffon vultures in the SPA Kvarnerski otoci and finding opportunities for
future projects on Griffon vultures that would focus on the broader scale.

in oroer to secure replrcaorlrty ano upscaling of Grrfton vutture management, LIFE SUPport wttl use tne
a^l^..,r--
'vr'vYri' rY dPPtvaur rcD,

- providing relevant data to target stakeholders and project beneficiaries on best practices and
options for replication and upscaling

- sharing of experiences and best practices with local, regional and international stakeholders
- networking with other (LIFE) projects

The establishment of a feeding station not managed by public bodies will potentially encourage other
entities (Rewilding Velebit Foundation) with a similar interest to establish new feeding stations in Croatia
and in neighbouring countries like Slovenia (DOPPS - BirdLife Slovenia).

Promoting practices related to pasture restoration will ceftainly improve their conservation and
coniribute to their spread to other parts of Croatia. Pastures in the karst area are disappearing, and
appropriate practices for their restoration have not yet been developed at the state level. They support a
significant degree of biodiversity both in the Kvarner islands and in the rest of the coastal part of Croatia.

The report that will be created during this project and which connects potential areas for pasture
restoration and provides insight into the background of the abandonment of extensive sheep breeding
will serve as a basis for future restoration programs in the subject area. This is important because
Griffon vultures are entirely dependent on people and without proper management they would not
survive.

Bird electrocuiion mitigation is straightforward to upscale and apply to other areas as information and
funds are available. The relative risk from different kinds of power infrastructure (e.g. pole material,
console configuration) will be analysed and made available to facilitate identification of high-risk
infrastructure in other areas.

Since jackals will most likely continue to spread, important lessons learned in the Kvarner area
regarding the use of preventive measures for livestock predation, can be used on other sites in Croatia
and other surrounding countries with similar conflicts (limiting factor is presence of wolves in many other
areas).

Other BirdLife partners in the area can use knowledge gained through the lead-free ammunition
experiment in the Kvarner and replicate it in their own countries. Hunters who participated in the
activities can influence other hunters to change their practices and use lead-free ammunition. This will
be especially important if a total ban on the use of lead goes into force in the EU (money for equipment
might be a limiting factor or availability of lead-free ammunition).

Other police county stations can also receive the training developed on tackling poisoning under this
The tce can also be mod d for countries and can be used othern
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BirdLife partners in their work with law enforcement officers. Limiting factors for holdrng such trarnrng
may be furrds for organizalrorr.

An early-warning sysiem for porsoning events can be shared wrth regional partners (Slovenia, ltaly,
Serbia)and help in fast response in case of poisoning events.

Development of the After-LIFE conservation plan will frrdher drscuss appropriate replication and
upscalinq opportunities.

3. IMPLEMENTATION

3.1 Work plan

Work plan

Provide a brief desciption of the ovenll structure of the work plan (list of work packages or graphical prcsentation (Peft
chaft or similar)).

t\tl:,/rtji::ri I'r:r:r_\:1:."1:t,j r:ii :,rl:lril'ilr:r:r
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3.2 Stakeholder input and engagement

Stakeholder input

ldentify any key stakeholders oulside the consoftium that are required to ensurc lhe soccess of the prcject. How will
you mobilise them to contribute to your project activities or pafticipate in these?

Annex Letters of suppott to demonstrate the type and level of commitment already secured (if any).

ff your project (or a paft of it) depends on suppott of the competent authoity or stakeholders, provide letters of suppott
to show their commitment to the project

Support letters from all relevant stakeholders attached.

Food availability:

ln order to ensure the implementation of all project activities related to the establishment and functioning
of feeding stations, the involvement of the Veterinary Directorate of the Ministry of Agriculture is crucial.
This body is already involved in the legislative procedure related to the establishment and operation of
feeding stations and during the project plans to continue to be involved in all activities for which it is
responsible, including through participation in meetings and similar activitres, as well as taking part in

the Proiect Steerinq Committee (PSC). Aqrooroteinka. a companv that currentlv performs this activity,
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will also attend the meetings related to the food supply of the existing feeding stations. Public lnstitution
Nature Park Udka is also expected to participate in them, because it manages a feeding station outside
the project area where birds from the Kvarner islands feed.

Since the planned feeding station will be positioned in the municipality of BaSka or the municipality of
Punat, their representatives who support the establishment of the feeding station in the area of their
municipalities and thus the preservation of the Griffon vulture on the island of Krk will be involved in the
whole process of site selectron.

Poisoning:

For the duration of the project, it is planned to strengthen the existing ties of individual project
beneficiaries with shepherds, since their activities are extremely important for the long-term survival of
the Griffon vulture in Kvarner. Through this project, overlapping interests are being promoted with the
aim of achieving a common goal - the preservation of pastures. This is secured by having PZO Krk as a
partner, and by having local stakeholder meetings.

Shepherds of Krk (and Cres) are also needed fortesting of best preventive measures as alternatives to
carcass poisoning. The project will provide shepherd dogs and fences for protecting sheep from jackals.
PZO Krk is already encompassing shepherds in their day to day work. To ensure a real commitment
from this stakeholder group, PZO Krk will do all cooperation with shepherds locally in person, on the
island of Krk (via visits and/or meetings).

Hunters from Cres, Krk and Rab will be provided with free non-lead ammunition. Hunters will be directly
contacted through their hunting associations by BIOM on Rab and Cres, with whom we have already
cooperated in scope of previous projects. First communication with hunters from Krk will be through
PZO Krk and later also directly by BIOM. Personal contact is desirable and all events will be live (not
online), since hunters are a specific group that is very social and this should be used for better future
cooperation on the project. Three events will be organized during the course of the project for direct
cooperation with hunters The results of the cooperation with hunters from the Kvarner islands will be
presented at a one-day frnal conlerence, on wnlcn nunters irom across the Prrmoqe-GorsKr Kotar
^^..-... 

i--Ja---vwurr(t vvilr v0 firvr(su. nPolr iv'rr rrurrrcrJ rurrr r\vdrrr9r rDrdrruo urdt vvgr€ illvvrvvu ilr rEoolrv rlurr-r9du

arlrnunition, we plan to invrte national experts on the topic (most lrkely frorn the University of Kariovac),
as well as a foreign hunter, who has experience in using lead ammunitron. The results of the work with
hunters will also be published in a selected hunting magazine to reach a wider hunting population. We
have acquired support letters from two hunting societies on Cres, one from Krk, one from Rab and from
the University of Karlovac, which has a speoailsed hunting study programme. We also have a support
letter from Association 'Pramenka" from Cres island, whose members encompass shepherds. who are
also hunters.

Police in the Kvarner area will be contacted through the main county police department of Primorje-
Gorski Kotar. The Primorje-Gorski Kotar Police Department organizes, coordinates, directs and
supervises the work of all police stations in the aforementioned county. Since police officers from the
Primorje-Gorski Kotar County are key stakeholders in tackling illegal killing of Griffon vultures, through
the project we will provide them with the opportunity of free capacity building on tackling wildlife crime.
We will also include experienced law enforcement personnel from Spain in the training to share their
experience with Croatian law enforcement.

Electrocution:

Education on the threats arising from bird electrocution will be organised for stakeholders, including:

- Companies that build and maintain the power lines (external contractors that are typically
contracted by HEP DSO), to increase the number of reports of bird electrocution coming from
power company employees;

- Public lnstitution employees, including rangers, to increase the number of repods from rangers
and increase pressure from protected area management authorities to promptly respond to
reports.
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ACTIVITY

Task 7.1 - Development and
implementation of the LIFE SUPport
communication plan

Task 7.2 - LIFE SUPport
cominunlcation and awareness
raising events

Task 7.4 - Dissemination of LIFE
SUPport proJect results

Task 8.1 - Share experiences and
best practices with other regional
stakeholders

Task 8.2 - Neturorking with other
(LIFE) proiec{s

Task 8.3 - Reviewing Griffon
vulture strategic documents

Task 8.4 - After-LIFE conservation
plan
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3.5 lmpact monitoring and reporting

lmpact monitoring, evaluation and reporting strategy

Descibe your overall approach to monitor and evaluate the impact indicators during your project. Ensure that you
include specific tasks fo monitor, evaluate and rcpoft impacts in the wofu plan (seclion 2 of this template).

lmpact indicators have been defined in the respective work packages and KPls. The overall approach
used to monitor and evaluate the impact indicators includes both impacts of conservation actions and
impacts of awareness raising actrons.

Monitoring, evaluation and reporting of impacts of conservation actions includes Monitoring of Griffon
vultures breeding success and movements (6.1)and Monitoring of effects of conservation actions
(including ecosystem services) (6.2). Monitoring, evaluation and reporting of impacts of awareness
raising actions includes Monitoring of stakeholder awareness (including socio-economrc and public
attitudes surveys) (6.3), semi-siructured rnterviews with shepherds (3.4), shorl evaluation questionnaires
for hunters (4.4), police (4.3) and school children (6.3).

Monitoring will include data collection through the above-mentioned tasks. Evaluation of the impacis will
be done by experts (of project beneficiaries or external) after data collection. Reporting will be ensured
via drafting reports relevant for each of the above-mentioned tasks.

These tasks will feed relevant data for the KPls.

Tasks to monitor, evaluate and report impacts are detailed in the WP6 on Monitoring and evaluation.

3.6 Gommunication, dissemination and visibility

Comnunkdfion, dfsssfilnflton ar$ rlslblfiiy of ftrn t*rg

uawvwrra4Ftaw,cr'G'(sI. urfim)emcpt,am't,ocommu''E"a''onafl{'otssi,tmnadonaclntn6sK,pfiiltpEtrE&atm
and its results aN maximize the impact (to whom, which fomat, how many copies, etc.). Clarify how your intent to
rcach each target audience, and explain the choice of the dissemination channels. Descibe the methods and indicatoE
(quantitative and qualitative) to monitor and evaluate the outreach and covenge of the @mmunication and
dissemination aclivities and rcsufts.

Descfibe how the visibilry of EU funding will be ensurcd.

LIFE SUPport project has a WP dedicated to communication (WP7). Here we present relevant target
audiences and communication and dissemination activities for each WP.

WP2 - excursion boat operators, tourists, fishermen

lncreased awarenbss among boat owners (fishermen, excursion boats, tourists) about best practices for
good behaviour near Griffon vulture colonies will be achieved through volunteer-based vigilance task that
will survey the Griffon vulture colonies in summer period that is critical in young Griffon vulture
development as they are fledging but are still incapable to fly. They will both deter irresponsible boat
owners from venturing too close to colonies and distribute educational materials to tourists about the
importance of responsible behaviour near Griffon vulture colonies. There are 22 known excursion boat
operators that work in the project area and we expect to reach all of them. We expect to reach 10.000
people (boat owners, tourists, fishermen) and raise therr awareness by the end of the project. Volunteers
will spend 3 seasons actively surveilling colony and nest disturbance by boat operators in the Kvarner
area (fishermen, tourists, excursion boats, etc.) and makrng them aware of best practises of good
behaviour around cliffs with GV breeding colonies. ln addition to the volunteers a more frequent presence
of rangers from JUP will be ensured at sea, in order to sanction intentional disturbance of Griffon vultures
and raise awareness among excursion boat operators and their iourists, boat ownersl nautical tourists
and fishermen to behave responsibly near the colonies.

During the tours, leaflets (10.000 copies) and appropriate information developed through task 2.5, on how
to behave in the vicinity of colonies, to whom and how to provide timely information on the vuliure in
drstress, will be distributed to excursion boat operators, tourists present on their boats, but also individual
tourists, scuba divers and fishermen etc.

WP3 - shepherds

Setting up of the new feeding station on the island of Krk will be promoted even before its consiruction, in

order to ensure adequate supply of dead animals to the feeding station. The promotion will be done
throuqh leaflets, but also throuqh participation in various qatherinos of shepherds. The opening ceremony
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of the feeding station is planned as a central event for its promotion and connection with the local
community and their production. As shepherds are crucial for the successful functioning of the future
feeding station, through communication with them, it will be possible to provide feedback and alignment
with their possible needs and suggestions. We plan to engage with 95 shepherds - eiiher directly or via
awareness raising.

WP4 - hunters, shepherds, police

Hunters (150 in the islands of Cres, Krk and Rab) will be contacted through their hunting societies. Our
work with hunters will take part in the form of workshops and meetings (in live). The results of ourwork
with hunters will be disseminated to other hunters from the Primorje-Gorski Kotar County through a final
workshop event. We expect to reach at least 490 local hunters via our awareness raising activities. They
will be contacted through the county's hunting association. Hunters on a national level will become aware
of our joint activities through an artrcle in a hunting magazine (circulation of 15.000 copies). We will also
develop a report encompassing our work with hunters, which will be publicly available.

Shepherds will be contacted by PZO Krk. To ensure a real commitment from this stakeholder group, PZO
Krk will do all cooperation with shepherds locally in person, on the island of Krk. Shepherds will be
contacted via cooperative and one-by-one (those that will implement best preventive measures). The
report on testing best preventive measures will be shared with other relevant institutions that work with
livestock breeders, especially focusing on areas with human-wildlife conflict. Our work with shepherds will
be disseminated to the general public through articles and social media.

The police officers will be contacted through the Primorje-Gorski Kotar County police department, which
coordinates the work of all police stations rn the county. We plan to train approximately 20 police officers
from Kvarner lslands. Our work with them will be shared with the general public through parlner web
pages and social media.

WPs - energy sector stakeholders (HEP DSO county distribution areas and their subcontractors)

Thrao qcminar-q $rtll ho hgil fnr a1t_t^t\t-ta\t6t HEP DSO rlictrihrrrOn 2ae2e^?la,/ees ?tC iO',l.ty pta+9area
area (PA) manaqement instituttons. 20 oeoole are olanned to attend each seminar (60 attendees total).

County-tevei drsiflbutror'r area enrpioyees of HEP DSO wril be reached through internai comrnunrcatton
procedures. Representatives of subcontractors will be contacted by HEP DSO. County PA management
institutions will be contacted by BIOM. LIFE visibility will be displayed clearly at all seminars.

WP7 - general public, school children

WP7 deals with project communication, awareness raising and dissemination. This is the main package
that will ensure communication and dissemination of all project activities and results. Addressing specific
target groups related to threats facing Griffon vultures will be done through communication, awareness
raising and disseminaiion activities described for each work package. Therefore, WP7 deals with the
general public and school children.

The following communication and promoiional materials will be developed - project leaflet, project poster
for ferries, project banner for vehicles, project stickers for (reasonably sized) equipment, project page on
partners' websites, project promotional materials.

At the beginning of the project a communication plan will be developed by all partners, led by BIOM in
order to plan and coordinate communication and promotion activities.

The majority of materials will be produced online, but one project leaflet will be produced and printed
(minimum in English and Croatian, minimum '1 .000 copies in each language) in order to be used at project
events and while attending different national and international events. Project posters will be put on ferries
connecting Kvarner lslands to the mainland (7 lines, 2 ships each), as the approach was successful in
LIFE Artina. Project beneficiaries will develop a dedicated LIFE SUPport project page and use it to
promote project activities and results. Project beneficiaries will also use their own social media channels
to promote the project. ln 2020 the number of impressions among the Croatian public was 773.000, and
it is expected that the project can reach up to 3.900.000 impressions just among Croatians. We expeci
further impressions thanks to the engagement of the VCF which has numerous international audiences.
Promotional videos will be produced (short animation videos and films). Promotional material will be
produced and distributed to key stakeholders, such as t-shirts (100), mugs (100), mouth masks (100),
stickers (1000), etc. They will be drsseminated at relevant project events. Project fleece will be produced
for project beneficiaries in order to promote project and LIFE Program (ca 30 pieces).

Project events will be organized in order to promote project activities and results, such as kick-off events,
lnternational Vulture Awareness Day, vulture releases with media coverage, Final Conference etc.

School children represent an important target audience of the project. Educational materials will be
school vi but also for awareness rarsrn events. Educational ram will
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be rmplemented by BlOIvl in 12 schools during the project period, engaging a total of 360 children. Local
schools from the islands of Cres, Krk, Rab and LoSinj. as lvell as several of those frorn the Kvarner area
(e.9. Rryeka, Opatija, Lovran) will be included

Monitoring of the outreach and coverage of the communication and dissemination activities and results
will be secured by following web page and social media statisiics of all project beneficiaries, by using
Mediatoolkit - online monitoring and analysis of mentions and reach. Monitoring wrll also be ensured by
having participant lists on each project event and assessment of attendees for each public event. KPls
also include communication. Evaluation will be done on an annual basis, as per revision of the
communication plan.

More details on general communication and dissemination activities can be found in the WP7.

WP8 - regional stakeholders (Nature Park Udka, Rewilding Europe, DOPPS, Karlovac University
of Applied Sciences), other LIFE projects, relevant stakeholders for the Griffon vulture
Management Plan (PA management authorities, scientists, NGOs, tourism sector, hunters,
shepherds...)

WP8 deals with sustainability and replication of project results, so there will be different opportunities to
promote project activities and results. Sharing experiences and best practices with other regional
stakeholders will be an opportunity to promote the project and project results and encourage replication.
As part of networking with other (LIFE) projects and BirdLife Nature Task Force, project activities and
results will be shared and experience exchanged in detail, with a prospect of joint future initiatives.
Development of the After-LIFE conservation plan will be another opportunity to promote and discuss
project results and to plan for integration of project results into relevant policies, regulations and
management practices.

Most activities of the WP8 will include key stakeholders relevant for susiainability and replicability of
project results. Therefore, their engagement will be monitored through their attendance to project
activities, the level of their engagement during these activities (e.9. in the regional stakeholder meetings,
.-levcluprrrurii. ui oiiaiegiu iouurrreiri.-. ar rci ..Jcveioptirerri. ui ii re Aiier -LiFE piarr). Uiiirraiciy, i.i ruir

ergsgerent l.,i!! be .r!sible by fcllcr..,irg f,-rt,-:re ccnser.,:lren :cti.rities rcr G'if{.or r.,1r11re-c !h3l e1!tt t-rg

implemented in Croatia and the region

LIFE and Natura 2000 visibility (flags, roll-ups, logos) will be put on all deliverables and materials and
visibility will be ensured during all events. Project beneficiaries have experience with LIFE and Natura
2000 'risibility and rrill also use a'railable opportunities to promote LIFF Program, such as presentations
on LIFE lnfo Days, Conservation Service Meetings, etc.

4. RESOURCES

4.1 Consortium set-up

Consortium cooperation and division of roles (if applicable)

Descibe the consoftium composrtion. How wiil ail the partners together bring the necessary experfse?

ln what way does each of the pafticipants contribute to the prcject? Show that each has a valid rcle and adequate
/esources to fulftl that role.

Fill out the Pafticipant information (annex) with more details on the patticipants and their projed teans (key shn.

The consortium composition consists of a balanced team of beneficiaries with international, national and
regional experience needed for ihe successful implementation of LIFE SUPport.

Association BIOM is the BirdLife partner in Croatia and is the leading organisation in Croatia for wildlife
research and conservation. lt is well connected with relevant stakeholders in the sector of nature
conservation, has experience as coordinating beneficiary in tvvo other LIFE projects and will be the
leading partner for LIFE SUPport. BIOM has been working on Griffon vultures in collaboration with JUP
for a number of years (monitoring, tagging, tracking...) and was in charge of the development of the
Expert Background Study for Griffon vultures Management Plan. BIOM will take care of overall project
management and synergy, lead or assist in each of the project work packages, lead communication
about the project and make sure activities are carried out on time.

Vulture Conservation Foundation is an international foundation committed to the conservation of
Eurasian and African Vultures. Over the vears thev have been involved and leadinq manv LIFE proiects
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related to vultures on a European wide scale. VCF will contribute to LIFE SUPport by sharing their
expertise with regard to dealing with threats for vultures; by facilitating collaboration and exchange of
experiences with other organizations working with vultures across the Mediterranean; by upscaling
important project results to other regions in Europe (and vice versa) and by spreading the most
important project ouicomes to an internaiional audience.

Javna ustanova Priroda is responsible for management of all Natura 2000 sites in the Primorje-Gorski
Kotar County of Croatia. Both SPA Kvarnerski otoci and (most of) SPA Udka i Crcarrja are part of thrs
county. JUP has been running the Beli Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre for Griffon vuliures on the
tsland of Cres since 2014. Part. of their operations include the yearly monitoring of Griffon vulture
colonies (iogetherwith BIOM), the rescuing and rehabilitation of drowning Griffon nestlings, and running
the feeding station of Strganac on Cres. During the LIFE SUPport they will improve the operations and
staff capacity of the Beli Rescue Centre, advise PZO Krk on how to run a feeding station, and mitigate
the threat of nest disturbance.

Poljoprivredna zadruga Otok Krk is an agricultural cooperative that works with local farmers and
shepherds on the island of Krk. They have experience with other EU-funded projects, such as lnterreg
and strive to help their members in advancing and raising their production and in branding and
placement of their local produce. With this close contact to shepherds, but also to local municipalities
and local hunting organizations, PZO Krk will have an important role in engaging them in several
activities of the project, particularly to reduce the use of poison and lead, and by making sheep
carcasses available to Griffon vultures. PZO Krk will be in charge of the feeding station which will be
constructed during LIFE SUPport.

HEP Distribution System Operator Ltd. is responslble for safe supply of electricity to customers in
Croaiia and it is also responsible for the maintenance and operation of the distribution network. HEP
DSO is committed to reduce its negative impacts on biodiversity and environment and has done some
implementation of anti-electrocution measures on medium voltage overhead power lines in all its
ilj>ir ibuLion areas. Futtiterrirore, HEP DSO is currently a irro1ect oenefioary of ine LiFE Danuoe Free
qLr, /l 1trtr I O NIAT/ql/ /nn4 n?2\ lJtrO nCr\ ,^,;ll ha in aha.^^ ^, \ArD E .r,hi^h n^^l^ ..,;+h -;+i^^r;^- +h^ 

-^^+- ', \-
irnporlant hotspots for electrocution risk in the SPAs Kvarnerski otoci artd Ucka i Crcanla.

The Nature Protection Directorate of the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development
(NPD-MESD) is a national authority responsible for the conservation of species and habitats,
designation of SPAs and supervrsing the work of public institutions that manage Natura 2000. They are
responsible for national policy on nature conservation and drafting relevant laws and regulations. The
NPD-MESD is also responsible for the adoption and implementation of the Management Plan for Griffon
vultures (with action plan), the key document relevant for the LIFE SUPport project, as the project will
be implementing different parts of the Management Plan. The NPD-MESD has also adopied the
conservation objectives and measures for Griffon vultures in SPAs Kvarnerski otoci and Ucka i Cicarija
and the LIFE SUPport project will be implementing most of the prescribed conservation measures. The
NPD-MESD is responsible for the authorization of derogations from the measures of strict protection for
birds in accordance with the Birds Directive, as well as for authorization of research and other activities
in protected areas. The NPD-MESD will be an associated partner to BIOM. The NPD-MESD will co-lead
the WP B on sustainability and replication and will lead the task 8.3 Reviewing Griffon vulture strategic
documents. They will work closely with the Ministry of Agriculture related to veterinary policies that
enable Griffon vulture conservation. The NPD-MESD will participate in the international workshop on EU
sanitary regulation and in the Project Steering Committee. They will contribute to networking,
dissemination of project results and drafting of the After-LIFE plan.

4.2 Project management

Project management, quality assurance and monitoring of progress

Descrrbe fhe management struc{ures ad decision-making mechanisms within the consortium. Explain how decisions
will be taken and hw rcgular and effective communication will be ensured.

Descibe the measurcs and methods planned to ensure good quality, monitoing, planning and contrgl of project
implementation.

BIOM will coordinate the overall project implementation, conduct monitoring of project progress and
reporting.
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Project will be managed in close coordination among the consortium members. At the very beginning of
the project all partners will sign the consortium agreement defining mutual roles, obligations and
communication. Project internal coordination will be ensured through the Project Management Board
(PMB) that will include key project staff from all five project beneficiaries plus the associate partner. PMB
will be coordinated by BIOM, it will be in charge of overall activitjes planning, ensuring good
communications flows, monitoring and evaluating project progress, anticipating risks and solving potential
problems, as well as planning cooperation with key stakeholders. PMB will hold regular meetings,
minimum every three months. Once a year PMB will meet in person in order to contribute to the team
building and ownership towards the project. All other meetings of the PMF will be online to save the
carbon footprint.

Project Steering Committee (PSC) will be established in order to ensure good communication and
support of national level key stakeholders. It will include representatives of two competent minrstries -

Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development (also associated partner) and Ministry of Agriculture,
BIOM, JUP, PZOKTk and HEP DSO. The PSC will be chaired bythe Project Manager, itwrll meetonce
a year in person, and if necessary organize additional onIne meetings. The PSC will be updated by the
project beneficiaries on the project progress, drscuss potential problems and solutions, provide key input
for the project After-LIFE Plan and sustainability of project results. lt will be directly involved in the
discussion on improving national policy related to conservation of Griffon vultures - both conservation
and veterinary regulations. lt will provide a review of most relevant reports, and support in their
dissemination.

BIOM will set up the internal project planning and reporting system, which will include quarterly
reporting and planning (both technical and financial) in order to secure regular reporting and possible
adjustments of plans. This will also provide opportunrties to promptly react to any challenges in prolect
implementaiion and will enable adaptive management, rn coordination with the Project Monitor and
Prolect Advisor. BIOM will also provide an appropriate platform for communication and storing
relevant project materials and documents (such as Slack, Basecamp. Dropbox NextCloud Flickr ).
The details will be agreed among all partners at the beginning of the project.

BlOlt4 will te in rharge of conductirg ?r exteino! auCit fcr the pr"ject tc ..,eri! the project Crllplianno
with the accountrng standards and ceriify that all project expenses are in line with the LIFE Grant
Agreement. Auditors will also check the project funding resources, ensuring that there is no double
funding by other EU funding. ln addrtron, externai auditors conduct regular annual audit reviews of BIOM.

4.3 Green management

Green management

Descdbe the measures proposed to reduce the environmental impact of your project, for example through the use of
grcen procurcment, envircnmental managemenl sysferrs, efc.

During the course of the project we will have in find the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals,
European Green Deal, lntegrated National Energy and Climate Plan for the Republic of Croatia,
Croatian Law for Promotion of green vehicles (official gazette NN 52121), Low-carbon developmeni
strategy of the Republic of Croatia until 2030 with a view to 2050 (official gazette NN 63/2021) and
Decision forGreen procurement in central public procurement procedures (official gazette NN 49/2021).
We will use the MESD portal on green procurement (httos://zelenanabava.hr/) as a reference. By having
a strategic approach to green management, as described below, we will promote sustainable
development and usage of low greenhouse gases. We will be implementing measures in the protection
of biodiversity, which will help the natural food chain.

During the procurement of equipment and materials necessary for the implementation of the project
we will choose the least environmentally damaging goods: used equipment will meet the latest Energy
Star standards for energy performance, such as Computers free of lead, mercury, PVC and halogenated
flame retardants. They will also comply with the RoHS Directive 20021951EC (Restriction of hazardous
substances in electrical and electronic equipment).

As the site locations are mostly islands and remote locations, we will not be able to access by using
different transportations other than a car. However, whenever possible, we will use public
transportation (buses) to reach project locations, e.g. when engaging volunteers. We will use the car as
sustainably as possible - sharing the car with other organisations, not only within BIOM. The Kvarner
lslands are not connected to the railways, and some islands can only be accessed with a boat ora ferry
Additionally, the transport of some construction equipment, or transport instance dead animals will not
be possible usinq public transport. Therefore, we will purchase a proiect vehicle with a low carbon
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emission (e g. LPG or hybrid car), and with a long usage rate. The specialized vehicle
dead animals will be purchased abiding the regulatory requirements for such vehicles.

transport

While producing the promotional and educational materials we will use recycled or recyclable
materials. We will get promotional apparel made from eco-friendly recycled materials with no micro
plastics. Promotional and educational flyers and posters will be used scarcely and most of the
promotions for the project will be made digitally - using social media and our website.

Printing or photocopying documents will be avoided unless hard copy will be absolutely necessary;
recycled papers or from sustainably managed forests (FSC certificate) and vegetable inks will be used
for office operations. Multifunction printers will be used rather than separate machines for different
functions for printing, copying, scanning, faxing. Printers will foresee duplexing (i e. print on both sides of
a piece of paper) and energy-saving features.

During the project implementatron we will arm to limit the number of in-person meetings and organize
online meetings instead. For example, in-person meetings of the Project Management Board will be kept
to a minimum (once per year) and will coincide wrth other project meetings, or the monitor visit in order
to lower the carbon footprint. When, however, we do have in-person meeiings or educational events we
will supply the participants with locally grown food. The food will be mainly plant based and the meat
will mostly be coming from local farmers which have an important role in our project. By doing that we
will promote the local community of farmers that do not use pesticides or use them scarcely and it will
minimise our reliability on importing red meat in Croatia. While getting accommodations we will seek
out more sustainable opiions, and hotels or bigger apartments will be booked only if there is no available
accommodation. Forthe Final Conference we will seek to find a hotel that has a sustainability certificate.

Finally. our actions of preventing the use of lead ammunition will help prevent lead from being circulated
in the food chain and being distributed in waters. This action will help the biodiversity of the area. Also,
by preventing the use of poisoned baits will help reduce chemicals in our ecosystems and food chains
iliese acirt-irts wlil crecie a ioxtc-f lee e{tvIoniltent aftd p{evert( poirutrun lroflr oelltg gerterateu as weil as

A^t^ r^ ^t^^^ ^^! -^-^!.,
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4.4 Budget

Estimated budget - Resources

See detailed budget table (annex 1 to Part B).

5. OTHER

5.1 Ethics

Ethics

Not applicable

5.2 Security

Security

Not applicable
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6. DECLARATIONS

Higher funding rate YES/NO

Do you fulfil the conditions set out in the Call document for a higher funding rate (75% or
67o/o)?

lf YES, explain and provide details.

NO

We confirm that to our best knowledge neither the project as a vvhole nor any parts of it are
(nor will be) submitted for any other EU grant (including EU funding managed by authoities
in EU Member States or other funding bodies, e.g. Erasmus, EU ReEonal Funds, EU
Agiuuiiuii Furni>. Eurvpyart irtvcsilrrcri 6arrh, civ.). ii iiO, o^1rioi" anJ y,ouirio.i€ioiiS.

YES

Financial suppori to third parties (if applicable)

lf in your project the maximum amount per thitd party will be morc than the thrcshold amount set in the Call document,
justity and explain why the higher amount is necessary in order to fulfrl your project's objectives.

Not applicable

ANNEXES

LIST OF ANNEXES

Standard
Participant information
Maps
Description of sites
Description of species and habitats
Letters of support

Double funding

YES/NO

lnformation concerning other EU grants for this project

A Pbase note that therc is a stict prohibition of double funding from the EIJ budget (except
under EU Synergies acfions).

We confirm that to our best knowledge neither the project as a whole nor any parts of it have
benefitted from any other EU grant (including EU funding managed by authorities in EU
Member States or other funding bodies, e.g. Erasmus, EU Regional Funds, EU Agricuftunl
Funds, European lnvestment Bank, etc.). lf NO, explain and provide details.

YES
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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION

PROJECT

Project name and acronym: Securing a future for Griffon Vultures in Croatia - LIFE SUPport

PARTICIPANT 1 /yse same paftner numbering as on Submission Sysfen screens).

Legal name (short name): Association BIOM (Biom)

DESCRIPTION OF PARTICIPANT

Prcvide a shott description ol the pafticipant, with an explanation on how it matches its main rcle and /€.sks in the proposal.

' Biom was established in 2006 and since then it became one of the most relevant NGOs in nature conservation in
Croatia. lts vision is to harmonize human development with nature protection and to maintain a high level of
biodiversity in Croatia by applying EU standards. Today Biom has more than 300 members, 36 fulltime
employees and 5 to l0local and international volunteers, in two offices (Zagreb and Sint). Since its beginnings
Biom has implemented more than '150 nature conservation projects, which included surveys, monitoring and
mapping of wildlife, in cooperation with relevant authorities, management institutions of protected area and with
stakeholders.

dioill rs welr connected wtin relevani staKenoi0ets tn lne sec[or ol nature cor!servalton and ls irte ieadillg
^,^^-i^^+l^^ :^ 

^-^^ri^ 
a^-..,ilalia^vryu,,!as(,v'rvo!v'r,,,r,pis"'s,,(irvvuilu,c

the grcr,rrd. A[ international ievel Biom js a nrernber of the Internaiioi.ial Uniori for Nature Coirseryairor.r (iUCN)
and it is the Croatian partner of BirdLife lnternational the world s largest network of wildlife conservation NGOs.

Biom is currently leading two EU LIFE prolects: LIFE Artina (LlFE17/NAT/HR/000594) & Dinara back to LIFE
(LIFE18/NAT/HR/000847). lt is also a pa,'tner in LIFE Lynx (LlFEl6/NAT/Sl/000634). LIFE Against Bjrd Crime
(LlFE1 7/Gl E/NL/000599) and BalkanDetox LIFE (LlFE1 9/c lE/NL/001 0 1 6).

KEY STAFF

Provide a shott description of the profile of the peBons who will be pimaily responsible for carrying out the prcposed activities.

Andreas Engelen, male, project manager, MSc Biodiversity and Conservation Ecology

Andreas is a conservation biologist and ornithologist and has been working for Association Biom as fieldwork' coordinator for the LIFE Artina (LlFE17/NAT/HRy000594) and Adriatic Seabird Guardians projects since 2019.
Prior to that he worked for three years for a commercial company (Rifcon GmbH) as principal investigator fol
several environmental impact assessment studies related to agricultural wildlife. He has experience in delegating
teamwork, talking with stakeholders and project reporting.

' Sanla Bogdani6, female, project administrator, high school degree (Administration)

Sanja has been working as financial project administrator for the last B years and has experience with both EU
funded projects and projects from other programmes. She is currently leading or supporting the administration of
5 LIFE projects in which BIOM is involved.

r Goran Siki6, male, project communicator, MSc Journalism

Goran has been head of communications at Biom since 2020. He rs responsible for media outreach,
communication with concerned citizens and stakeholders, as well as for the improvement of overall visibility of
associations' activities in nature restoration and conservation. Before joining Biom Goran was working as a
journalist and editor for more than 20 years.

Sven Kapelj, male, programme manager bird team, MSc Biology

Sven is programme manager of the Bird conservation programme in Biom and experienced in conservation work
and bird monitoring. He is one of the co-authors of the background document for the national management plan
for Griffon Vulture. By contrrbuting to this document, he acquired considerable understanding about the specres
and its threats, as well as the different stakeholders relevant for Griffon Vulture conservation in Croatia. Sven has
been cooperating with JU Priroda on the subjectof Griffon vultures specifically since 2016, including work such as
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assisting the colony monitoring, determining breeding success, helping with quality control for the educational
materials forthe visitorcentre, etc. He also introduced them to GPS tagging of rescued and rehabilitated juvenile
vu ltu res.

Dubravko Dender, male, programme manager bird team, MSc Biology

Dubravko is programme manager of the bird conservation programme in Biom. During his career he got his working
experience at the public and non-governmental sector. Through his work rn the state administration body, he
gained various experiences necessary for cooperation with representatives of other sectors and various
stakeholders whose interests overlap with the goals in nature protection. Such skills are crucial for projects like
this, since it deals with the conservation of a species that today is largely dependent on humans, and is ihreatened
primarily by activities of other sectors. Dubravko has also been coordinating and participating in various projects
related to bird monitoring.

lvana Saric, female, programme manager safe flyways team, MSc Experimental Biology

lvana is the Safe Flyways programme manager in Association Biom. This programme encompasses Biom's
:projectsthatfocusontacklingillegal killingofbirds,poisoning,bycatch,electrocutionandcollision.Sheiscurrently

managing the Life Against Bird Crime project (LlFE17 GIE/NL/000599), on which Association Biom is a partner.
She also has vast experience in facilitating and moderating workshops with various stakeholders. ln 2018 she

, served as a trainer for police officers in Croatia, regarding tackling illegal killing of birds. lvana is also one of the
' co-authors of the National action plan for the conservation of the Griffon Vulture in Croatia

lva 5ostari6, female, programme manager education team, MSc Molecular Biology

lva has over 5 years of experience organising educational trainings, workshops and lectures for both children and
adults, designing educational materials and programmes implemented in both indoor and outdoor setting. During
the same period she has also been involved in the organizations of volunteer camps, international long{erm
volunteering projects, citizen science actions and the coordination of local volunteers. During the last 2 years she
has been managing the wider strategic programme for education, volunteers and members within Biom.

Mate Zec, male, programme manager lT, MSc Biology

Mate has been working for Biom since 2014 and is currently programme manager in for lT and data analysis He
is experienced in GlS, movement analyses, ecological modelling. Through the pro.jects Mediterranean Flyway
Phase ll (BirdLife Small Grant, funded by MAVA) and Adriatic Flyway 4 (Euronatur, funded by MAVA) he has been
rnvolved a lot in carcass searchjng and engaging with energy companies for the purpose of bird conservation.

Nera Fabijani6, female, conservation officer, MSc Agriculture

Nera is working within the Safe Flyways and Mammals programme in Association Biom. She is currently project
manager for BalkanDETOX LIFE (LlFE19 GIE/NL/00'1 016) and LIFE Lynx (LlFE16 NAT/Sl/000634) on which
Association Biom is a partner. She has experience in organizing workshops with various stakeholders. During
the last 4 years Nera has also been a lecturer at the Karlovac Universrty of Applied Sciences in the Department
of wildlife management and nature protection.

Petra Gulig, female, conservation officer, MSc Experimental Biology

, Petra has 5 years of working experience, mostly in nature conservation. She has done bird monitoring and surveys
in protected areas, education of adults and coordination of volunteer actions. She has experience in organising

, workshops, coordinating projects, editing publications and is a licensed drone pilot. Petra has a bird ringing licence
with additional education in tagging vultures with telemetry devices.

Josip Turkalj, male, conservation officer, MSc Ecology and Nature Protection

Josip is an ornithologrst and has been involved several projects regarding bird ringing, monitoring and conservation
of birds. He has a bird ringing licence and participated in several ringing camps during which he was also involved
in various educational actrvities. Josip participated in Griffon Vulture ringing and releasing and has assisted in the

! colony monitoring during several years.

Nikolina Petrac, female, volunteering officer, MSc Education of Croatian language and literature and MSc
of Czech language and literature

Nikolina has more than 5 years of experience in coordinating volunteers and even more experience volunteering
herself. For two years she worked in Amnesty lnternational Czech Republic with volunteers with fewer
opportunities and coordinated Erasmus+ interns. She developed not only an in-depth understanding of volunteer
needs and the challenges they face, but also of the process of setting up the learning objectives and reflection on
acquired competences. ln Biom she has already coordinated 3 ESC projects, one currently ongoing, and is also
responsible for Biom's volunteering programmes in general.

PROJECTS OR ACTIVITIES
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List of up to 5 relevant previous pnjects or activities, connected to the subject of this ptoposal.

Authoring the background document for the National Grlffon Vulture fVlanagement Plan

ln collaboration with JU Priroda, Biom took part in Griffon Vulture colony monitoring and was responsible
for tagging and ringing rescued and rehabilitated birds.

Kvarner Unleaded

lnterreg LIKE

BalkanDetox LIFE (LlFE1 9/clE/NL/001 01 6)

AFFILIATED ENTITIES I ASSOCIATED PARTNERS

Does the pafticipant envisage that pat'l of its work is petormed by affitiated entities or associated partners? lf yes, please desctibe
the entQ / partner, their link to the participant, and descibe and jusw the fasks foleseen lo be performed by them.

The Nature Protection Directorate of the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development (NPD-MESD) will be
associated partner to BIOM Association.

The NPD-MESD is a national authority responsible for the conservation of species and habitats, designation of
SPAs and supervising the work of public institutions that manage Natura 2000. They are responsible for national
policy on nature conseryation and draftrng relevant laws and regulations. The MESD rs also responsrble for the
adoption and implementatron of the Management Plan for Griffon Vultures (with action plan), the key document
relevant for the LIFE SUPport project, as project will be implementing different parts of the Management Plan. The
MESD has also adopted the conservation objectives and measures for Griffon Vuliures at SPA Kvarnerski otoci
and Ucka and Cicarila and LIFE SUPport project will be inrplementing most of the prescribed conservation
measures. The MESD is responsible for the authorisation of derogations from the measures of strict protectjon for
birds in accordance with the Birds Directive. as well as for airthorisation of research and other activities in orotectecj
areas.

The It/ESD will actlvely coniribute to the re'ire,,ar cf the lvlanaEenreni Plan;nrplenreniatron 5 years aftei it adoplion,
which will be implemented as parl of the project. They will also contribute to the development of the Guidelines for
Management Plan for SPA Kvarnerski otoci.

Tha NIPI-) 
^f 

rh6 t\,ltrQn ,r,ill rlcn 
^..t,^i^-i6 

t^ ih6 ,^f6.^aiinnol 'r,nrLrhn^ ^^ h^^t ^.-^t'^^ nwnnriaana /^^^/l;^^ +h^Pq, ('v,Pqtv /vv, \r,,vp v, uvuv! u^vur,!r,ue , sYaru,rrg U rc

implernentation of the EU sanitary regulations 1069/2009 and 1421201 1 and will cooperate with the Veterrnary
Directorate of the Ministry of Agriculture related to veterinary policies that enable Griffon Vulture conservation.

The activities foreseen by this project can be permitted in accordance with the Nature Protection Act for the purpose
of species conservation and research, so the MESD will issue relevant permits for planned activities and will assist
the project beneficiaries to obtain necessary permit from other authorities (namely from the Veterinary Directorate
of the Ministry of Agriculture).

A representative from the MESD will take part in the Project Management Board and in the Steering Committee of
the LIFE SUPport project. The MESD will contribute to dissemination of project results and networking, especially
through participation at project events and relevant meetings. The MESD will contribute to the sustainability and
replicability of the project results.

PARTICIPANT 2 fuse same paftner numbeing as on Submission Sysfen sc,'eers/.

Legal name (short name): Vulture Conservatron Foundation (VCF)

DESCRIPTION OF PARTICIPANT

Prcvide a short desciption of the participant, with an explanation on how it matches its main role and tasks in the prcposal.

The VCF is an international foundation committed to the conservation of European vultures. The VCF has
extensive experience in captive breeding, reintroduction, restocking and conservation of vultures in their natural
habitats. The VCF is the lead organisation in all aspects of the conservation of vultures in Europe. ln particular.
the VCF coordinates the highly successful reintroduction of the Bearded Vulture in the Alps, including the
coordination of monitoring at an alpine scale, thus working with a wide range of partners, and is also reintroducing
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this species in Andalusia, Corsica. Grands Causses (France) & Maestrazgo (Spain). The VCF also coordinates
the captive breeding network for this species.

The VCF has also been contributing to the reintroduction of the Griffon Vultures to Bulgaria, Cinereous Vultures to
France and Bulgaria and to the restocking of Griffon Vultures in Sardinia and Cyprus, mostly by translocation of
birds from rehabilitation centres in Spain. VCF is also actively engaged in Egypiian Vulture conservation - notably
through many LIFE projects.

The VCF has also co-led the production of the Vulture Multi-species Action Plan - the global blueprint for
conservation of Old-World vultures, that has been endorsed by the CMS, and has led the development of the latest
international species actions plans for the Cinereous and the Bearded Vulture, that have also been adopted by the
EU in 2018. The VCF gathers the latest data, produces best-practice and know-how on vulture conservation in
Europe.

Finally, the VCF is at the forefront of actions to minimize threats to vultures, namely illegal poisoning - including
leading a broad anti-poisoning LIFE project in the Balkans.

KEY STAFF

Provide a shott desciption of the profile ot the peBons who will be primaily responsible for carrying out the prcposed activities.

Jos6 Tavares, male, director, PhD

Jos6 Pedro Tavares, a Portuguese national, is a biologist with a life-long vocation and action in the field of nature .

, conservation, with 20+ years of experience in developing and managing LIFE projects. After doing his university
in Lisbon, he went on to the UK to do a PhD on ornithology. He then worked for the Portuguese Government
National Park Service, and spent 12years at the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), the biggest
nature conservation organization in Europe. At the VCF since February 2013, Jose is working towards turning the
VCF jnto a sustainable, effective, leading organrzatron securing the protectron of vultures and their habitats. This
,r,arlz ia,,nlrrac ant ^n1,, a^ thn a.n,'a! ^^^.^.\,.ri^- nraia^lc -^i -^ri'ir;-. ^^ ,,',r+','-. h',t -lc^ ^r"^irll\f, . ,- J' trt Jl-v.)

oroanrzational develooment and manaoement. Jos6 has co-manaoed several LIFE oroiects in multiole countries
and will secure here overall project management budget control partnership and stakeholder building and
problem-solving.

Jovan Andevski, male, Vultures Programmes Manager, BSc

Jovan Andevski started to work on vulture conservation in North Macedonia (2003.1 for the Macedonian Ecological
Society. |n2007 started to work for the Black Vulture Conservation Foundation as coordinator of the Balkan Vulture
Action Plan until 2011, when continue to work on vulture conservation for the Frankfurt Zoologrcal Society. Since
2013 he is workrng for the Vulture Conservation Foundation, currently as Programmes Manager. ln his 1B years
of working experience has been involved in many vulture conservation projects across Europe: Cinerous Vulture
conservation in Mallorca, Bulgaria and France; and in the Griffon Vulture reintroduction pro1ect in Bulgaria, Sardinia
and Cyprus. He was also involved in the preparation of the Multi-species Action Plan to conserve African-Eurasian
Vultures (Vulture MsAP) appointed as European Coordinator, and also an author of the Cinereous Vulture Flyway
Action Plan and the EU SAP for the Cinereous Vultures.

Uros Pantovic, male, BalkanDetox LIFE project coordinator, MSc

, Ornithologist by profession with a strong background in managing conservation projects. Uros is dedicated to
, improving the situaiion with vultures and wildlife poisoning in the Balkan region, namely through the BalkanDetox

LIFE project which he coordinates. He is also experienced in developing project proposals, including LIFE
applications.

Franziska Loercher, female, scientific and conservation coordinator, MSc

Population Biologist by training and is working with vultures since 2010. Beside experience with the release of
young Bearded Vultures, Franziska was involved in several LIFE mainly on monitoring and research actions. Her
expertise is in databases, GPS tagging and analysis as well as the genetic monitoring. She also has experience

, in leading LIFE applications.

Julien terraube, male, research officer, PhD

, Julien is a population ecologist and conservation scientist with a parlicular interest in understanding the effects of :

global environmental change on top avian predators and scavengers. His expertise is in ecological data
management and statistical analyses, habitat suitability analyses and raptor demography. He is currently the
research officer at the VCF and has experience in the management and implementation of several LIFE projects. '

Eleni Karatzia, female, communication officer, BA

, Communications professional with a strong background in content marketing, digital campaigns, and event
organisation, having worked in various countries in Europe and on different projects. As the Communication
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Officer, for LIFE-funded projects, she is actively supporting the communication actions and outputs when the VCF
is an associated beneficiary and is also coordinating the communication activities for the BalkanDetox LIFE project,
where the VCF is the leading beneficiary.

Alice Gama, female, financial manager and administrative assistant, BSc

Responsible for project development, proposal submission and project management tasks since 2007, including
LIFE projects, among other funding programmes. On the LIFE programme. she is financial manager on several
projects developed by the VCF, both on the associated beneficiary side, but currently also on the coordinating
beneficiary side, within LIFE BalkanDetox.

Consuelo Benedetti, female, financial assistance, MA

Financial Manager and Financial Assistant in several EU funded project funded under LIFE Programme (both as
associated and coordinating side), Horizon2020,lnterreg territorial cooperation, since 2012. Within the VCF, she
ts currently involved as frnancial assistant in BalkanDETOX Life and SaveforVultures LIFE pro;ects.

PROJECTS OR ACTIVITIES

List of up to 5 relevant previous projects or activities, connected to the subject of this proposal.

BalkanDetox LIFE (LlFE1 9/GlE/NL/001 01 6)

Development of Multi-species Action Plan to conserve African and Eurasian Vultures 2016-2017

LIFE Under Griffon Wigs - lmplementation of besi praciises to rescue Griffon Vultures in Sardinia
(Lr FE 1 4/NAT/rT/000484)

LIFE RE-Vultures - Conservation of Black and Griffon Vultures in the cross-border Rhodopes fulountains
(LrFE 1 4/NAT/N1i00090 1 )

vulrLrres r<eturn lfl durgana lLtFru6/NAItBGt z/8)

AFFILfATED EflTITIES' ASTI@fiATED PARTNERS

Does the pafticipant envisage that paft of its work is peilomed by affiliated entities or associated pattners? ll yes, please descibe
the entQ / paftner, their link to the pafticipant, and descibe and justify the tasks foreseen to be peiormed by them,

Not applicable

PARTICIPANT 3 luse same partner numbering as on submission System screensJ

Legal name (short name) i Javna Ustanova Priroda (JUP)

DESCRIPTION OF PARTICIPANT

Prcvide a short desciption of the pafticipant, with an explanation on how it matches its main mte and tasks in the proposal.

The Priroda Public lnstitution manages the NATURA 2000 area and protected areas where Griffon Vultures nest,
runs the Visitorand the Griffon Vulture Recovery Centre in Beli on the island of Cres, aswell as the vulture feeding
site in a separate location. Participates actively in monitoring of the population and raising awareness among the
general public about the need io preserve the last population of Griffon Vultures in Croatia. Considering the stated
competence and the implementaiion of measures, within the project it has a key role rn the rmplementation of
activitres that further improve and creaie quality conditions for further protection.

KEY STAFF

Provide a shott desciption of the profile of the pe8ons who will be primaily rasponsible for canying out the proposed activities.

lrena Juri6, female, Director of the lnstitution, BSc Marine Traffic

Project managing for many EU project, leading lnstitution, human resources management.
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, Marko Modi6, male, head ranger, BSc Forestry

Conducting activities regarding Griffon Vulture protection.

Petra Stijelja, female, consultant on project management, BSc Biology

I Conducting activities regarding coordinating project activities.

Elvis Vuleta, male, ranger - consultant, BSc Forestry

: Participates in activities regarding Griffon Vulture protection.
i 

Tomislav Ani6, male, research assistant, BSc Communication

: Certified Wildlife Rehabilitator in Recovery Centre.

PROJECTS ORACTIVITIES

List of up to 5 relevant prcvious pmjects or activities, connected to the subj@t of this ptoposal.

Founding and managing of Recovery Centre in Beli on the island of Cres

Founding and managing feeding site for griffon vultures

Conducting monitoring of Griffon Vultures colonies

EU projects of raising awareness and restauration of wet habitats (Mediterranean ponds) - LOKNA /
lnterreg SLO-HR

EU projects of raising awareness about large carnivores as part of 1) lnterreg SLO - HR So2itje; and 2)
Structural funds - Large Carnivores Visitor Center

AfFILIATEDET{TITIESIA9ffi9IATE9 PARTTERHI I

DoestheoartbioarrtewisdD thdtDeftof ibwotkis nrffi bvafflie@ rnt{tes orassocilrd oafip'Ep lfvcs. Ddrrstdtscrit"

Not applicable

PART'CIPANT4 (use same padnernambefing a8

nllnei: I

on Su,miswon Sysfem screens).
i

l' .-'-

i Legalname Poljoprivredna zadruga Otok Krk - PZO Krk

EESCRIPTION OF PARTICIFANT ...'.

Provicte a shoft desctiption of the pailicipant, with an explanation on lrcw it matches tts main rcle aN tasks in the pBosat.

Agricultural cooperative lsland of Krk gathers twenty farmers from the Krk island (Croatia) and provides services
for the farmers of the whole island. Most of agricultural practices in Krk revolve around traditional extensive sheep
and cattle grazing, viticulture, and olive cultivation.

Apart from economic empowerment of producers from the island trough shared marketing and distribution platform,
the cooperative is also engaged in circular economy practices with agricultural by-products (transformation of
sheep wool, olive cuttings and pomace in organic products), protection of Natura 2000 sites via the promotion of

to improve the use of abandoned
of allochthon wild animals.

KEY STAFF
', Pnvide a short descripfion d tr e prcfile of the pemons wlp wtll be ftr6pr"poseda6ftu{bs.

Karla Skorjanc, female, executive manager, MSc Sustainable Agriculture and BSc Political Science
:i
i Karla has experience in research concerning sustainable farming practices and forced migration, volunteer i
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: Krk island, providing consultation services concerning EU funds, writing projects, marketing, and organizing
events. Apart from working in the cooperative, she was also working on a HOR|ZON2020 project AE4EU as one
of the coordinators, and is developing a new certification scheme for European farms for the Agroecology Europe'association.Shehasbeenexecutivemanagerof 

theAgricultural cooperativelslandof Krksince April 2022.

PROJECTS OR ACTIVITIES

List of up to 5 rclevant previous prcjects or activities, connected to the subject of this proposal.

mediation between shepherds. hunters' associations, forestry agency, and local, regional, and national
governments on the topic of allochthons wild animals

developing effective subsidy mechanisms and other public programmes for the respective municipalities
present in the island

modernizing of the public tender for the loan of national agricultural land in cooperation with the city of
Krk

AFFILIATED ENTITIES / ASSOGIATED PARTNERS

Doesthepailicipanterviedge thdtpattof itswod(tsWrformed byaffilidtedeilitiesorass(rjlated pattners? tfyes, pladsedef'(;rtbe
the enw / paftner, their IinR to the patticipant, and describe and ju$ify the tasks foreseen to be performed by then.

Not applicable

Legal name (short name): , HEP-Distribution system operator ltd. (HEP DSO)

DESCRIPTION OF PARTICIPANT

Provide a shott descdption of the pafticipant, with an explanation on how it matches its main rcle and tas//8 in the proryal.

HEP-Distribution system operator ltd. (HEP DSO) is responsible for safe supply of electricity to customers in ,

Croatia. HEP ODS is a subsidiary company in complete ownership of HEP d.d. which is wholly owned by the state.
The company conducts the distribution of electricity taken from the transmission network and it is also responsible i

for the maintenance and operation of the distribution network in Croatia. The company consists of 21 distribution :

areas throughout the territory of Croatia with 2.444,542 grid users. With that in mind we are the only company in
Croatia capable of and responsible for mitigation and prevention of bird electrocution.

i

I

: KEYSTAFF
:' Provide a short dexription of the pofile of the peaons who witt be pdmaity tesponsible for carrying out the proposed activities.
;
I

Marta Malenica Cepelak, female, Environment protection coordinator, Master of ecology and nature
protection

7 years of work experience in headquarter of HEP DSO as environment protection coordinator. Marta is currently
Project coordinator in LIFE Danube Free Sky (in which HEP DSO is a Beneficiary Partner).

Vojko Sirotnjak, male, Assistant Director, Electrical Engineer

Assistant director of Elektroprimorje Rijeka, distribution area responsible for distribution network in the Kvarner
area.

PROJECTS OR ACTIVITIES

List of up to 5 rclevant pevious Nojects or &tivities, connected to the subject of this proposat.

i

Special agreement for protection of white stork with the Ministry of Environment and Energy since 2004
(revision 2016)
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lmplementation of bird protection measures in Nature park Lonjsko polje (2018 -2019)

Associated Beneficiary in the project Trans-national conservation of birds along the Danube River (LIFE
DANUBE FREE SKY)

Memorandum of cooperation with Birdlife partner in Croatia - Association BIOM since 2016

Active shareholder in the national action plans for protection of Gyps fulvus, Coracius garrulus and Aquila
chrysaetos

Not applicable

t

I
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MAP OF THE PROJECT SITE

For projects with area-based activities, provide one map per project site (sub-area). Each map should include (as appropriate).

- the location of the main habitats /specles targeted by the project

- the location of the different arca-based activities, as planned in the proposal

- a legend with all project activities that have been located on the map and an explanation of lhe habitats (official names
and codes).

- the boundaies of Natura 2000 sites, if relevant. lf the proposal includes actions targeting specles / habitats of the
Habitats Directive, indicate a/so SC/ /SAC boundaries; if it includes acttons targeting bird species of the Birds Directive,
indicate a/so SPA boundaries.

- the boundaies of the project area(s), if they are diferent from the Natura 2000 site boundaies.

Project name and acronym:
Securrng a future for Griffon Vultures in Croatia - LIFE
SUPport

Country

Map name:

Croatia

SPA Kvarnerski otoci
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MAP OF THE PROJECT SITE

For projects with area-based activities, provide one map per project site (sub-area). Each map shoutd include (as appropnate).

- the location of the main habitats / species targeted by the project

- the location ofthe different area-based activities, as planned in the proposal

- a legend with all project activities that have been located on the map and an explanation of the habitats (official names
and codes).

- lhe boundaies of Natun 2000 sites, if rclevant. lf the prcposal includes actions targeting species / habitats of the
Habitats Directive, indicate also SCI / SAC boundaies; if it includes actions targeting bird species of the Birds Directive,
indicate aiso SPA boundaries.

- the boundaies of the project area(s), if they are different from the NatuE 2000 site boundaies.

Project name and acronym: SecL,ring a future for Griffon Vultures irr Croatia - LIFE
SUPport

Country

Map name:

Croatia

SPA Ucka I Cicarila
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MAP OF THE PROJECT SITE

For projects with arca-based activities, provide one map per project site (sub-area). Each map should include (as appropriate):

- the location of the main habitats / species targeted by the project

- the luation of the different area-based activities, as planned in the propasal

- a tegend with all prcject activities that have been located on the map and an explanation of the habitats (official names
and codes).

- the boundaies of Natun 2A00 sites, if relevant. ff the proposal includes actions taryeting species / habitats of the
Habitats Directive, indicate also SCI / SAC boundaies; if it includes actions taryeting bitd species af the Birds Directive,
indicate a/so SPA boundaies.

- the boundanes of the p@ject area(s), if they are different from the Natun 2000 site boundaies.

Project nam€ and acronym: Securing a future for Griffon Vultures in Croatia - LIFE
SUPport

Country Croatia

Map name:
Current and historical breeding range of Griffon Vulture in
Croatia
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DESCRIPTION OF SITES

DESCRIPTION OF SITES

Project name and acronym Securing a future for Griffon Vultures in Croatia - LIFE
SUPport

Name of the project area:

The name must be usedconsrsfently on all maps and
Paft B

Surface area (ha):

Indicate the total surface of the project area in
hectarcs, rounded to two decimals

Kvarnerski otoci

1 141 47 .95 ha

EU protection status (if applicable) SCI HR2001357 (Krk), HR2001358 (Cres), HR2001359 (Rab)

SAC

SPA HR1 000033

Not applicableOther protection status
national or regaonal
dpprcdl,rcr.

according to
legislation (if

Main land uses and ownership status of the project area

lndicate what are, at the prcject application date, the main uses made ol the project site (e.9. faming, tourism. utban, nature
conseNation, etc.). lndicate the approximate percentages (in 7o) of the va'bus uses, ensuing that the total reaches 100Vo.
Indicate also the ownership status / types of the area at the project application date (e.9. pivate, state, etc.) and the approximate
percentages (in %) of the different ownership status /types, ensuring that the total reaches 100%.

The area is located in the Northern Adriatic and encompasses several large islands (Cres, Krk, Rab and part of
Losinj), and surrounding snraller islands. The exact land ownership is unknown and is currently being mapped.
The area has no dominant habitat type, but several different habitats with fairly similar coverage. The largest one
is broad-leaved deciduous woodland (20,67%, habitat code N16); followed by heath, scrub, maquis and garrigue,
phrygana (16,87%, habitat code 08), marine areas, sea inlets (14,16%, habitat code N01); dry grassland, steppes
(13,89%, habitat code N09); other arable land (12,21%, habitat code N 15); inland rocks, screes, sands, permanent
snow and ice (8,56%, habitat code N22); mixed woodland (4,2%,habilal code N19); coniferous woodland (3%,
habitat code N17); shingle, sea cliffs, islets (2,83%, habitat code N05); non-forest areas cultivated with woody
plants (1,79%, habitat code N2'1 ); other land (0,8%, habitat code N23); inland water bodies (0,55%, habitat code
N06); extensive cereal cultures (0,4%, habitat code N12), coastal sand dunes, sand beaches, machair (0,04'/",
habitat code N04); and bogs, marshes, water fringed vegetation, fens (0,03%, habitat code N07).

ln the project area there are a lot of tourist activities. mostly concentrated near the inhabited areas and marine
areas.

lmportance of the project area for biodiversity and/or for the conservation of the species /habitat types
targeted at regional, national and EU level (glve quantitative information if possible)

Justify why you have seleded this particular arca for your project. Explain why your choice is the most appropiate to rcach the
project's objeclives.

Cres, Krk and Rab are the largest islands of the project area, sized 405.7 km2, 405.22 kmz and 102.6 km'?
respectively. lmportant habitat for vultures and raptors is extensive open and mixed landscapes (dry grasslands).
The sea cliffs in the area are used by Griffon Vultures for breeding, represeniing the entire Croatian national
breeding population.
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Apart kom being a Natura 2000 site. the SPA includes several areas with additional conservation status. These
are Natural monument Oak in Sv. Petar two ornithological Special reserves Foji5ka-Podpredo6cica and Mali bok-
Koromacna, Special reserve of forest vegetation Glavotok and Koillun, ornithological Special rese.ves Glavine-
Mala luka, botanrcal-zoological Special reserve Prvic and Grgurov kanal, Significant landscape Lopar, Special
reserve of forest vegetation Dundo and Forest Park Komrcar. All four ornithologrcal reserves are important
breeding sites for Griffon Vultures.

ln fact, the coastal cliffs from Cape Glavina to the cove of Mala Luka on the island of Krk, proclaimed an
ornrthological reserve in '1 969, was the first bird reserve in the world whose primary goal was the protection of
Griffon Vultures. Later on. the island of Prvic rn 1972. and two cliff locations on the eastern side of Cres in 1986
were proclaimed as well. The reserve in the northeastern part of the island of Cres stretches from the cove of
FojiSka to the cove of Pod Predoicica. whereas the southeastern reserve encompasses the coastal area from the
cove of Malr Bok to the cove of Koromadna. ln these four special reserves. the use of the space and also the
activities carried out must be aimed exclusrvely at the preservation of the naiural phenomena for which the reserve
was proclaimed. This means that no interventions or activities are allowed which could endanger them. Even
though the majority of Griffon Vultures nests within these reserves, some important nesting sites are located
elsewhere in the SPA, most noiably the colony of vultures that regularly nest on the cliffs of the island of Plavnik.

Apart from vultures, the SPA Kvarnerski otoci also holds other important populations of rapiors: Lesser Kestrel
(100% of national population), Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos (127o), Short{oed Snake-Eagle Circaetus gallicus
(1 1%) and Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus (12%).The SPA is also important for other bird species, most notably
Eurasian Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus (100% of national population), Short-toed Lark Calandrella
brachydactyla (15%), European Shag Phalacrocorax aristoielrs desmarestii (22%), Litlle Tern Sferna albifrons
(20%) and Common Tern Sferna hirundo (11%). Furthermore, SPA Kvarnerski otoci contains 24% of national
wintering population of Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvlcensrs and 1 2,5 % of Black-throated Loon Gavia arctica, while
the wet grasslands on Krk lsland are used by migratory Common Crane Grus grus.

DESCRIPTION OF SITES

Project name and acronym
Securing a future for Griffon Vultures in Croatia - LIFE
SUPport

Name of the project area:

The name must be usedconsisfently on all maps and
Paft B

Ucka I Cicarija

Surface area (ha): , 1 605'l .33 ha

lndicate the total sufiace ol the project area in
hectares, rounded to two decimals

EU protection status (if applicable) SCI HR2000601 (Park priroda Ucka)

sAc

SPA , HR1000018

Other protection status according to Part of the SPA 'Udka i Cicarija" is also protected as a Nature
national or regional legislation (if Park (IUCN category V) in Croatia and it is managed by ihe
applicable): Public lnsitution (Pl) Park prirode Udka since 1999.

Main land uses and ownership status of the project area

Indicate what are, at the project application date, the main uses made of the prcjecl site (e.g. faming, tourism, urban, nature
conservation, etc.). Indicate the apprcximate percentages (in o/o) of the vanbus uses, ensuing that the total reaches 100%.
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lndicate also the ownership status / types of the arca at the project application date (e.9. private, state, etc.) and the approximate
percentages (in %) of the ditrerent ownership status / types, ensuing that the total reaches 100%.

The exact land ownership is unknown and is currently being mapped. The site consist predominantly of broad-
leaved deciduous woodlands (53,97%, habitat code N16); followed by mixed woodlands (10.44o/o. habitat code
N19); dry grassland, steppes (10.78o/o, habitat code N09), heath, scrub, maquis and garrigue, phrygana (10.25o/o,
habitat code NOB); other arable land (4.e9%, habitat code N15); coniferous woodlands (4.5%, habitat code N17);
extensive cereal cultures (including rotation cultures with regular fallowing) (4.28%, habitat code N'12); inland
rocks, screes, sands, permanent snow and ice (0.54o/o, habitat code N22), and other land (including towns, villages,
roads, waste places, mines, industrial site) (0.35%, habitat code N23).

There is extensive livestock farming (mostly sheep) and traditional agriculture in the populated part of the protected
area, which is declining due to emigration of local people. There is not a lot of tourist activities, but there are several
restaurants and hunting and mountain lodges. There is a relatively small amount of forest logging in the area, with
only'l .59% harvested of the total wood supply of 1 134321 m3.

lmportance of the project area for blodiversity and/or for the conservation of the species /habitat types
targeted at regional, national and EU level (give quantitative information if possible)

Justfu why you have selected this pafticular area for your prcject. Explain why your choice is the most appropiate to rcach the
prcject's objectives.

Mountains Ucka and Cicarija are situated on the northeastarea of lstria peninsula called White lstria because of
; dominaiion of limestone, less flysch zones. Due to its relief, proximity to the sea but also spreading deeply in to
' the continent, the area is characterized by a particular mixed continental and Mediterranean climate and

development of different kind of habitats (forest, open area, meadows partly in succession, rocks etc.) important
for ornithofauna.
The site includes significant landscape Ucka-Nor1h paft. Udka Nature Park with geomorphological natural
irlorlur-llir'ii '"';ia Diaga a,'J paiily 

"igrriiiuarri i.rrrJsu.:pe L,sir ra. Tiris aiea iras;irar ry pultjr. iur iciriiai iiuws iirai
nrcafc rrallarrc ittll_619nr1121 {r3g2 l1'r.r121Sk: drag:.gta.):ad a3:y3ts i\./el: dr:g:}. SerSit!':e li1_"e9l3i_.e lrebitalS
and pits important for some steno-endemic species like Crcatodir,-ts bozicevrci, Campanula tonmastntana and
rclict Lacefta horvathi.

Wrth regard to the the ornithofauna SPA Ucka i Cicarija holds important populations of raptors Golden Eagle
Aquila chrysaetos (12o/o of national population), Short{oed Snake-Eagle Circaetus gallicus (3.6%) and Peregrine
Falcon Falco peregrinus (2.5o/o). The SPA also holds 8.6% of national breedrng population of Ortolan Bunting
Emberiza hortulana. Until the 1970s the SPA hosted a breeding colony of Griffon Vultures Gyps fulvus, but these
days the area is only used as a feeding site and regular fly-over area for individuals coming from the Kvarnerski
otoci. Exactly for this reason, a supplementary feeding station with observatory was built in the Udka Naiure Park :

in 2017.
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DESCRIPTION OF SPECIES AND HABITATS

DESCRIPTION OF SPECIES AND HABITATS

Project name and acronym: Securing a future for Griffon Vultures rn Croatla - LIFE SUPport

Species

For each of the main species directlv targeted by the project, please indieate:

- scientific name (in Latin). If the species is a priodty species accoding to Annex Il of the Habitats Directive or is on the
list of piority bird species, please mark with an asteisk

- the Annex(es) of the EU Birds or Habitats Direclive where the specles is ,sted, if relevant

- population size within the project arca. ln case the project does nat include actions targeting a well-defined arca, please
indicate the population size at regional, national or muftinational level, as rclevant

- the conservation statuswithin the project arca. Please provide quantitative details. In case the project does not include
actions taryeting a well-defined area, please indicate the conseNation status at regional, national or multinational level,
as relevant

- for bird species, p/ease indicate whether the project area (if relevant) is used for breeding, winteing or staging.

The Griffon Vulture (Gyps fulvusl is a large scavenging bird of prey from the family of Accipitridae. The species is
protected by EU Birds Directrve Annex l, Bern Convention Annex ll, Bonn Convention Annex ll, MoU Raptors
Annex I under Bonn Convention, CITES Annex ll and EU regulatrorr of trade of fauna and flora Annex A.

ln Crcatia the Griffon t./ulture is narned Bjelcglar,,i Sup and the species is consrdered Endangered lEl.l) as it
il sacrtearecj fronr nrr)st of its Croatiarr breerlinq ianrle ijr.,irncl the 20' cerrtrrrtr For'rnerlv the soecies was b,'eeclittq
irorrt ilrlourrt Ucka. lire Prrrnurje regron. Kvarner rslarrds arrd fulourrt VeleorL iu lire carlyors oi certarrt Daitttattan
r-rvers the rsiand af Bfaa lilount Brokoi;o and oarl oi ihe Dubrovnrk Lrttoral Ho'rvever lvrth the last breedilrg pars
drsappeaflng tronr the Croatlan nrarnland rn 2003 (Natlonal Park Paklenrca). the entrre autochtnonous populatron
of Griffon Vrltures irr Croatia is novvadays restricted for breeding to a few islands in the SPA Kvarnerski otoci:
Cres Krk Prvrc and Plavnik Here the species breeds on clrffs directly above the sea, which is a unique feature.
nqi ohsgnrorl n a^v Othe' ^nr ^rr;pq nf ,rr br--erl;14 'Ange

The current breeding populatron is assessed at 1'1 0-130 parrs arrd it forms the connectron between the breeding
populations of the Alps (ltaly) and those of the Balkans (e.9. Serbia). Even though the population is currently
considered stable, the species faces multiple threats in the area which could all together could have detrimental
effects on its small population size An exarnple of this is an unintentional poisoning event that took place on the
island of Rab in 2004, where 21 Griffon Vultures got killed because of consuming poisoned bait which was intended
for Golden Jackals. Other problems the species faces range from lack of food (due to a ongoing decrease in
extensive sheep farming and livestock breeding on the islands) to accrdents (electrocution; collisions with power
infrastructure), disturbance at their breeding colonies and indirect poisoning via lead. Therefore, in order to secure
truly stable breeding conditions for the species and supporl a future recolonization of the mainland, it is important
to iackle the major threats at the last remaining breeding ground urgently and at the same time, which is exactly
what LIFE SUPport intends to do.

Furthermore, Griffon Vulture can be seen as sort of an umbrella-species, because tackling its threats also
increases the well-being of several other bird species in the area. Mitigating electrocution risk, for instance, will
benefit breeding and winterrng species such as Golden Eagle (Aquila chlysaefos)-, Short{oed Eagle (Cr,rcaetus
gallicus)' , Eagle Owl (Bubo bubo). , Tawny Owl (Strix aluco), Common Buzzard (Buteo buteo), Hen Harrier (Circus
cyaneus)" , Kestrel (Falco tinnunculr/s) and Lesser Kestrel (Falco naLtmanni)". Preventing nest disturbance is going
to positively affect other cliff-breeding species like Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos)*, Peregrine Falcon (Falco
peregrinus)-, European Shag (Phaiacrocorax aristofelis desmarestll). and Raven (Corvus corax). Similarly,
reducing porsoned baits and lead in the environment is going to benefit pretty much all above-mentioned raptors,
owls and corvids.

' species listed in the EU BirCs Directive Anrrex t

Habitats

For each of the main habitats directlv targeted by the prcject, please indicate:

- name and Natura 2000 code, as indicated in the EU Habitats Directive. lf the habitat is a pioity habitat (according to
Annex I of the Habitats Directive). please mark with an asteisk

- the 7o of the cover of the habitat type over the whole project area and for each sub-area

- the conseNation status within the project area. Please provide quantitative details.
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT

LIFE Nrture & Btodtvenlty 2021-2W

DECLARATION OF SUPFORT FROM TIIE COMPETENT AUTHORITY

Name and legal status:

UCka Nature Park Public Institution

Full address:

Liganj 42,
Lornan 51415,
Croatia

tl85 (0.)5!, ??9 !.q0_.. tl8s (8)5! 7?0_ !0! E-matl: evasili@Jppwtalu

Contact person (name and firnction):
Egon Vasilii, univ. dipl. polit., Director

spacify whether, why and how you will sugport this pmject:

public institution is in charge of the SPA Udka i Ciearila and the Nature park Udka which
important as a flyover sites for Griffon vultrnes. LIFE Sl-JPport tackles threats of ttre

wlhrre and we ile aware of thc activities of tlre projcct and support the project. We as

institution that manages the Nature park Udka and one of two feeding stations for Griffon
in Croatia see the importance of the project for conservation of Criffon wltwes.

support the project efforts to tackle all relevant threats to gnffon vulnues at thcir brccding
Enzuring long terur sustainqbility of fmd availability as well as mitigating electocution

very important oonbibutions to solving thrcats to the Kvarnsr population of griffon
We also support setting up of the feeding site at the Island of K* in ordcr to povidc

food supply for the vulnerable population on the island..We believo that the project
will bc uscful for the firture survival and cons€rr/ation of griffon vultures in Croatia.

€ will actively particip*e in dissernination of LIFE St Pport results and n*working. We are

wiling to take into account projcc.t rcsults and sciz6 any future opportrmities for
projoct deliverables in Nature park UCka area.

Sirnstur€ and

Name and status of

1-

?F:'
Egon Vasilid, Director

tJ
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REPUBLIKA HRVATSKA
MINISTARSTVO POLJOPRIVREDE

UPRAVA ZA VETERINARSTVO I
SIGURNOSTHRANE

Planimks 2r, l00m ZEgrb
Tol.: 6443 J40

KLASA: 372-01 nl -01 t I 57
URBROJ : 525 - I 0 / 0532-21 -2
Zagreb,23. studenog 202 l. Udruge BIOM

dazmanrke 2
tfi)00 Zrgreb

n/p Dubravko l)ender, diptbiol,
Voditelj pnogranr za oluvenje ptice

PREDMf,T: Plsmo podrlkezr prlavu proJekta iz LIFE pnogrrmr 202L.-2027. godins
yslanog zr oEuvanje vrste bjcloglavi wp (G1ps fulv,us) ne podruIju
Kvernenklh otoke
- dajc se

Po$tovani,

Temeljem dopisa, Va{ tJR.Br.: l-21-145 od 22. studenoga202l . godine kojim ste ovom tijelu
predstavili projckt - Llfl- SLI'port na podrudju Kvamcrskih otoka i planina Udkc i Cicarlie, a Ciji je
glavni cilj stvaranje okvira za dugoror)uo oduvanje jedine preostale populacije bjeloglavog supa (Gyps

fulvu) u Hrvatskoj, radi prijave projekta iz LIFE Narurc & Biodiversity 2021-2027 programc
dostavljamo mi5ljenje kako slijedi :

Uprava za veterinarstvo i sigurnost hrane tvlinistarstva poljoprivrede nadlelnaje, iznredu ostalog, za

podrudje nusproizvoda Zivotinjskog podrijetla koji nisu za gehranu ljudi (u daljnjem tekstu:

nusproizvodi). Zakonodavna osnova ovog podruCja jc u Zakonu o veterinarstw (,Narodne novine",
broj 82/13, 148/t3, I l5i 18, 52/21), a naCin postupanja od prikupljanja, prijevoza i skladi$tenja do

prerade, uporabe i uklanjanja radi sprcdavanja da predmehri nusproizvodi dovcdu u opssnost zdravlje

ljudi i Zivotinja ili okoli5, propisani su Uredbom (EZ) br. 1069n009r i Uredbom Komisije (EU) br.
u}n}tf .

Navedene uredbe, predvidqiu mogucnosti za odstupanja od pravila o uporabi nusproievoda, kadaje to
prikladno, radi olak5avanje hranjenja livotinja koje nisu namijeujene za ljudsku potro$nju. Konkretno,
omoguCena je uporaba nusproizvoda rizidnijih materijala katcgorije I i kategorije 2 u prehrani

ugroZenih ili zestidenih ptica wste le$inara i drugih vnu koje Zive u svom prirodnom staniitu, s ciljem

' Uredba (EZ) br. 1069n009 Europgkog parlamenta i Vijeca od 21. listopada 2009. o uwrdivanju zfravswenih
pravila za nusproizvode 2ivotinjskog podrijetla i od njih dobivcno proizvode koji nisu namijenjeni prchnni ljudi
te o strvlja{iu izvan mage Uredbe (EZ) br. lTl4l20fi2 (Undbe o nuspmizvodima 2ivotinjskog podrijctls) (SL L
300, 14. I L 2009., s. svim ianrjenann i dopunama)
2umdbr Komisije (EU) br. l42t2}ll od 25. velja0e 201 l. o provedbi Urcdbe (EZ) br. 1069/2009 Eumpskog
parlamenta i Vijeda o utvrdivanju z*rvstvenih pnvila za nusproizvodc livo{injskog podqieila i od njih dobiveno
proinode koji nizu narnlcnjcni pre{rani ljudi io provedbi Dlrcktivo Vijeta9TlTEtEZupogledu odrcdcaih uzoraka

i predmaa kojl su oslobodeni veterinarskih prcgtodr na granici na temelju te Direklive (SL L 34,26.2. 201 t., sa

svim lzrnJenrma i dopunama)



LlFE21-NAT-HR-LIFE SUPport (101074212\ - Annex 'l Part B - Page 54

! Associated with document Ref. Ares(2022)5106813 - 13tott2O22

promicanja biololke razrolikosti. Kako bi sc utvrdio odgovarajuci nadin oduvanja tih vrsta, ta je praksa
hmnjenja dozvoljena u skladu s uvjetima kojima sc sprcdava Sirenje bolesti. Vatno je da se u tim
uvjetima zdravlja tivoti4ja vodi raCrma o prirodnim obrascima hranidbe dotiEnih vrsila te o ciljevima
Zajednicc za promicanje biolo$ke raznolikosti, kako je navedeno u Priopccnju Komisije od 22. svibnja
2006. pod naslovom ,,Zaustavljanje gubitka bioloSke ramolikosti do 2010. i u razdoblju nakon roga".

Bududi dajc ovo tijelo driavne uprave zudjelovalo u uspostavi postojcdih hranili5ta supova na Cresu
i Ulkoj i dozvolilo kori5tenje odredenih nusproizvoda za njihow hranidbu, upoznato je s
problematikom nedostatka hrane pohebne za oduvanje bjeloglavog supa na predmcurom podrudju, kao
i dinjenicom da zbog naputtanja uadicionalnog $oesrstva te pojave divljih svinja i dagljeva na
otocima, opstanak bjeloglavog supa uvelike ovisi o uspostavi odgovarajuCih haniliSta koja nisu
dostupna navcdcnim si savcima

Sukladno tome, sprernni smo podrtuti predstavljeni pojekt ovirn pismom podr5ke, zudjelovanjan na
sastancima projekurih partncra i radionicama kako bi infonnfuali sve dionike o rclevantrrom
zakonodavstvu !e kako bi u okviru vercrinarskih propisa definirali rjeienja za problernatiku dostupnosti
hrane za bjeloglave supove i uspostavu novog hranitiSta.

Uprava za v€terinsrstvo i sigumost hrane je takoder spremna sudjelovati u rcviziji Plana upravljanja
bjcloglavim supom (s akcdskim planom) u okviru svoje nadleZnosti.

U tom smislu na predstavljeni pmjekt l-lFE S(-tPport na podrudju Kvamerskih otoka i plurina UCke i
e rcar4e, ko-yr dopnnosi isprmjavanju obveza Republike Hrvatske sukl:xlno Direktivi o oduvanju divljih
piica (Councii uueco-ve r'9i409tEEC:Zu,tVi rqTn(), a s ciijem pnJave proJekla tz LlFb Nature dt
Biodivcrsity 202l-2027 Progrdn4 Uprava za vetcrinarstvo I stgumost hrane daje pozitivno misljenje
tc podriava njegov razvoj i provedbu do konadne realizlcije.

S po5tovanjem,

A

dr. med. vet

4"'

Dostaviti:
l. Udruga BIOM, Caznsn$ka 2, 10000 Zagreb,
2. Pismohrana - ovdjc.

RA

T
nc.
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REPUBLIKA ERVATSKA
IIIIT\IISTARSTITO POIJOPRTVRE DE

UPR,AVA ZA VETERII{ARSTVO I
SIGI'RNOSTHRANE
Plaiasb2r' l0qnzrgnb

Td:64.43 s4O

CLASS: 322-Oll2l4lll57
REG- NO-: 52r1M532-21-2
Z:igeb.23 noveober2O2f

STIBJECT: Lctter of support for project rpplication
aimcd to the conservation of the grifion vulture (Glps
- is dclmacd

Ttr*

Bascd on your lcttr, No. l-21-145 from
proJect - LIFE SUPport m the Kvarner
is to create a frmewort for long-term of
Vulhrc (cWsfulvts) rn Croelie. m ords e

2O2l-?O27 programme, we pres€ot e

The Veterinary and Food Sefety
the subject of rnimel
legisletive besis sfrhis subject
lls/lE. SA2D.aodthe
aad dispoael for

ele

Associetion BIODI
dezrnanska 2
10000 Zegreb

to Dubrevko
Bird

trel

to &isbodythe
56ls[66mein goal

popul*ionof Griffo
the LIFENeture & Biodiversrty

of Agriculture is respoosible, inter aha. for
(hereinafter: by-products). The

('Nrodoe novrne", Nos- 82113, L4AB,
collectio& tr"[sport and storage o ptocessing, use

endaogering human and mimal health or the
No. 1069/2009r and Commission Regulatio,n @U) No

for of dcropting from tte nrles m the use ofby-pro&rcs.
wh€re ln frciliUte 66 f6afing of mim-ls not intendcd for humen cosrrytion In

by-prodrrcs of ri*icr Catego,ry I end Ceiegory 2 meids ia the diet ofpxticuler, it ls to
eodangered or vulture spocies and other ryecies living io thcn natot-.Ihabitet, wi& fte rim
ofpromoting In order to determinc |he ap'propriate wly to ooruicrve thcse qrccies, dic
typc of feeding is dlowed in accordance wi& fte coodidoos that prwcnt fre spread of ftc discese- A is

,t ncguhi@ (EO No. lfii92flD 2flD of tb Eurnpeo Hi"'-t ud of th Cmil Au 2l Oc'tober 2flD o
hciln roLs siml by{rodrcts .!d.ftrnrcd Fo&cts o.a ilhdcd fr lm cosmgiioa ud o
rcpcding Regulldm (EC) No. 177 112W2 (tuirorlby-Fo&6 Reguldoo) (Ot L 3{n, 14- l l-2{ID, rs m&d)
2 Co isrim Regdrtim (EIl) ItIo. l42fmll fi@ 25 Februry 20ll oo tbe iryl--'t-tio oencgptdoo (EC)
No. 1(Xi92fl19 of tteEuropeeoPutid eadoffu Co,reil obeefttrule* cwning oi'nl bygo&cts rod
dcrivcdpo&ctsmt inaeded frr hmcmnluptonadiAlemting CancnDireclirc 971t8 / EC i!rctttd
of ccrtri! srylcr ud ot{ecls --"tt fioo wterhry c:kb d bdd€i bes€d oa lEcctirrc (OI L 5.1, 26.220f I ,

esmded)
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ttat these mimel hedth cooditions co$ider tle natrrral f€cding p.ttsDs of the spccies
c(mcemed aad tlc objectives of Comrmity for the promotion of biologicel div€rsity, as sct od for ttc
Comrmication ftom the Commission froD 22 ltday 2006 cotitlcd *Ileltog the loss of biodiversity by
20lO and bcymd - Susteining ecosystem services for humm well-bcing"-

5fogs rlis stete rrlrninistalion body participated 1o 1[s establishment of lhe cxisting vulture fccding
grorm& m Cres and Uika and pcrnit the use of cerain by-pro&rcts fu their fceding, it is frmiliar
wift the problem of lact of frod rcedcd to F€s€f,ve fie griftd vultrre in lfic subje<r area so is with
the frct dtet &rc to the ebaodoament of traditioaal enimrl husbm&y and tte occurrence of wild boars
aod jadcals on islads, the survival of the griffon vulture largclydcp€ds
sitablc ftcdrtrg groun& thet are not evailablc to meatiioncd mmmrls-

on ttc of

Accordingly, we are read5r to zupport lhe presend proje.ct with dri" letter of
participetioo m poject pzUcr Ecdrngs aod wortsho'ps to inftrm dl

the Ve-termryrodFood SeiiryDncctor't r dso
Vultrue niaagEmmt Platr (riit m aciion plani wiihin

In this seosc, the prescnted project LIFE
Ciearija which comibr*es to meetirg the
the Birds Directive (Cormcil Directirc 791409

project from the LIFE N.ture &
Directorar€ gives epositive opinion and
irylcoeotetico.

Regards,

To be ddivercd o:
l. Associlioa BIOM, eazmnska2, t000O Zegreb,
2- Archives-here-

grifion

of thGrrffon

mouoteins U€te end
for accudaacewilh

withthe rin ef lplyisg f6 a

The Vaerinry ed Food Sefcty
md implcoenUtion rmtil fin-l

I'IRECTOR
Dr.sc Tntjrna Keratid, dr.med.vet
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LIFE Nature & Blodlvenlty 2V2l-2U27

DBCLARA'TION OF SUPPORT FROM TEE COMPETENT AUTEORITY

Namo and lcgal statrs:

ngloprotEitrh d.d.,fi oint sbck company)

Full addrcs:

SEojssho csle I l,
gesvfr 10360,

ret *.9.s.f .!.2!{f_zlA.-+.1.f5.(0).1_.aqCIJp!.. Fax: *.3.Q1.(0.)!..?g{.6_?.0_!. &mail:
info@agppotdn&a-hr, datko-henr@sgroproteir*a.hr

(readfimedot:
Hmrc, CBO Assietant frr HACCP oontr,ol urd Veilcinary

Please speci$ whether, why and how you will support this pmject:

d.d. TE iotercstd rn supporting LIFE Suport projcct. Wo &t SWAe of
planned activitios of thc projcct and undersland their importance tn Griffon
conswation. As a compsny that deals with ecological disposal of animal

feeding stations for
by-products,

have 8n importmt mle of l*ing catt of frod snpply for Griftn nrlturcs.
We understand the impact of the lack of food 8g direct tbreat to this spoct€s, and how
role wiU help with their oonssffation.

Agoproteinka d.d. will participate ut LIFE SUPport wifr supplinC the feeding gtations with
mimd by-pmducts that the Grifron vulhnes Gatr u8e a8 food. As tho only company thd deals
with animal by-products category I and 2 (animal carcasses)
very importmt gnkoholds for thet put of rhe projecr

ln Cmatis w€ 8€O thst we

and date: 8th Novembcr 2fr21
cd|l ,r96wrt' sro|.r$t

6

Nme md statu of signatory: lvica Grli6
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LIFE Nrtnre & Blodlverslty 2fill-2027

Df,CI,ARATION OF SUPPORT FROM THE COMPETENT AUTHORITY

Name and legal status:

Municipality of Ba$ka, local self-governmcnt unit

Full addrcss:

Palads 88,
51523 Baika
Croatia

Tel : 05 l/750-550, E-mail : opcina-baska@ri.t-com.hr

Contact person (name and function):
mr.sc. Toni Juranid, dipl.oec. (Mayor)

Pleasc specifr whether, why and bow you will sryport this project:

The muicipaiiry of Baska ex@nds ovcr !K,me of tne most lmponant oesung and rboding sitcs
fur the gdfto wlurcs on the f(rk island ln the area of the Mwdcipatity of Balka trere se
wo oldest omithological resctvcs for the protection of griffon wlturcs in Croatia - Kuntrep
(rcscrve Glavine - Mala Luka declared h 1969) and Prvid (dcclared in 1972).

LIFE SL?port tackles thrcats for thc griffon n{hre and we ane aware of the activities of the
projecq support the project and s€e the importance of the project for conssrvation of Griffon
vu.ltues.

We support thc projcct effofis to tackle all dcvsnt threats to griffon vulturcs at their brceding
and nesting sites. Ensuring long tetm zustainability qffood availability, preventing poisioning
as well as mitigating electrocution, are all very important connibutions to solving Oueals to
the Kvamer population of griffon vultures.

We also support setting up of the feeding site at the Island of Krt on the premiscs
municipolity of BaSka in order to provide additional food supply for thc wlnerable population
on the islqnd. We believe thar the project rezults will be usefrrl for the frrure survival and
conservation of griffon vultures in Cromia

and dsrc:
Norcmber 2021 in Balka

Name and status of signatory:
Toni Mayor of the Municipolity of Baika

a
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LIFE Nalure & Biodiversity 2021-2027

DECLARATION OF SUPPORT I'ROM THE COMPETENTAUTHORITY

and legal status;

Municipality of Punat, local self-govemment unit

Full address:

Novi put 2"

51521 Putrat
Croatia

Tel: 05 l/85,1- lzl0, E-mail: opcina@punatfu

Contact persoo (nane and function):
Ilaniel Sulid, bocc. iof. (lv[ayor)

Please speci$ whether. why and how you will support this projea:

The nrunicipality of Punat extends ovcr some of the most important feeding sires for the
griffon vultures oD the lok island. The t,lFE SUPport project tackles some of rhe mosr
imporlant threatg for the griffon vulturc. We are awarc of the activities of the project, support
them erd see the importance of the project for conservation of Griffon vultures.

We support tht project efforts to ackle all relevant threats to glffon vulores at &eh breeding
and nesting sites. Ensuring long term susainability of food availability. prcventing poisoning
as well as mitigating electrocution, are all very important contribulions to solving threats to
the Kvamer population of griffon wltures.

We also support setting up of the feeding site at the Island of K* on the premises
municipality of Punat ln order to provide additional food supply for the wlnerable population

the island- We bclicve that the project rcsults will bc useful for the future survivd and
conservation ofgriffon vultures in Croatia

Sienature and datc: 22. I 1.202 I

status of signatory:
Mayor of the Municipality of Punat
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LIFE Nrturc & Biodiverrity 2021-2027

DECLARATION OF SUPPORT FROM THE COMPETENT AUTEORITV

Name and legnl status:
Tqwn of Crcs, local self-govemmenl unit

Full address:
statute 15

51557 Creg
Croatia

Tcl: 051/661 950 Fmail: grad@cres-hr

Contact person (name and firnction):
Marin Gregorovid, rnag.polit (Mayor)

4rcEify nrh*r, ufty ud horv pr will nryon frig trojecr:

The largest pan of the griffon vulture population in Croatia is located in the area of the CiU
Crcs. Since this is a vcry charisnatic species whose survival on Cres has been associated widr
sheep farning for centuries, we welcome the activities of the LIFE SUPporl project. In the

ground for CIriffon Vultrres, crcatedof the City of Cres, there ta also the largest feeding
a result ofa decr€asing amount ofnaturally aveilable food for birds.

Wc are awarc of &e project activities and we support them, 8nd belierre that they will
to the preservation of the Griffon Vulture in the Kvamer area Wo especially

support the activiti$ of the project rctated to thc aupport of ecstensive sheep farming and
cooperation with the local community on the island of Cres.

and date:
November 2021 in Cres

and status of
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LIFE Nature & Biodivenity 2V2l-2O27

DECLARATION OF'SUPPORT FROM THE COMPETENT AUTIIORITY

and legal status:

VETERINARY INSTITUTE

Full address:

Savska cesta 143, 10000 ZAGREB

Tel:0l/6t90845 Fax: 0l/6190E41 E oail: ured@veinsrhr

Crniact person {nrme und frmctinn)'

Pmf. Boris Habrun. PhD. Head of lnslitute

Plcase specily whether. why and how you will support this project:

'I'he Croatian Veterinary Institutc is a leading re$earch, diagnostic and analytical instltuie in
the Republic of Croatia. The Cnratian Veterinary lnstitute hos alrready established good
cooperation with Association BIOM in scope of the Balkan DETOX LIFE project (LtFElg
CIE/NL/0O1016) and we would likc to continue coopcrating for the bcnefit of biodiversity in
this new poject.
The pruject LIFE SUPport aims to improve breeding and survival conditioru for the last
rcmaining population of Oriffon Vulturcs (@ps Nvur) in Cmatis, located on the Kvamer
lslands. The urgency and need for such a project has been outlined in the expert background
documcnt prcparud for lhc cwrsnlly pcnding atloption of thc National Spccies Action Plan for
Cniffon Vulture in Croatia. For our institution the most important threat targeted by this
project is tackling of poisoning incidents of wildlitb. We recogrrize that the LIFE SUPpot
projcct will bcur oo prcvcntion of poisoning cvcnts by cxploring bcst prcvcntivc mcosurcs to
avoid carcass poisoning and by promoting the use of lead-frce ammunition-
We are aware of the activities of the LIFE SLJPport project and we give i: our support.

Signaorc and dare: 29. ll. 2021.

Prof. Head of lnstitute
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LIFE Nrture & Blodtvenlty 2021-2427

DECLARATION OF SUPFORT FROM THE CO}TPETDNT AUTHORITY

Namc and lcgal status: Karlovac University of Appliod Sciences, Public body

Full address: Trg Josipa Jurja Strossmayera 9. 47000 Karlovac, Croatia

Tel: +385 (0)47 843 500 Fax: +385 (0)47 843 503 E'mail: dckanat@vuka.hr

Contact person (name and function): Ivan Stcdul, acting dean

Plcase spwrty whdhr, why and bow yw wtll support ttnc proJcct:

Karlovac University of Appliai sciencs supports this project as one of our deparrnenis
D€partnent of Wildlife Managemort and Naturc Consewation strongly combines two
tactors involved within this project ^ hunting and nature conscrvation. We strongly support
the fact that thc hunters are recognized within this prcjecr proposal as one of the
stakeholden important for conservation of griffon vulturcs (Gyps fulvusl and believe that
projar urn sigrrificantly contribute to clever and successful inclusion of hunters into long-
term oonscn/ation ofthis species.

Since LIFE SUPport project rackles most important throats for the griffon vultures, we
aware ofthe activities ofthe projcct and support thc project.

Sigrature and date:
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LIFE Nsture & Blodivenlty 2021-202?

DECLARATION OF SUPPORT FROM T}IE COMPETENT AUTHORITY

el :'L85.[0]l 301_._ ! 9& E -nail : damir.sl^rk..f,zo.r.lu

speci! whether. why and how.v-ou will supporr this pmjeu:

institution. as an active member of European Association of Zoos and Aquaria since. is dedicated to cons€rvation of animal specie$ and rheir habilats, research and
For years $e are succcssfully cooperatiug with JU priruds and BIOM and

t997

their conservation work vulnr€s rchabilregarding gnffon itation (prctocols
assl accommodationstance. mimalof etcs, conslruction andveterinary' ).

Beliof CentreVisiton and Rescue forCentre Ori vffon ultures. education

within the projecr, dependjng

/,,/&,
think contributesrgnr conservalionvultures 8!iand anficantly griffon

weinstitution will certarn activities on availableourJOrn

and date: l9n of November 2021.

and lcgal shtus:

perivoj bb,

Damir Skok. dr. vet. med. Director
person (name and Rrnction):

Zoological Garden of Tagreb

Full address:

l0 000 Zagr€b,
Croatia

and stalltraining.
that this pmject wil

{gog. snd status of signarory: Damir Skok dr.ver.med, Director of Zoological oarden
Zageb
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LIFE Nrtue & Blodlvcrstty 2V2l-2U27

DECII\RATION OF SIJPFORT TIROM THE COMPETENT AUTHORITY

Name md legal stmn: Hmting associadon'{iolub" K.mpor, Rab

MiSo Klasni€ - ffileEy, mb:09Ut0G22Q email mktasnic@mil.oom

spedfy utheiher. why adbow you will support this project

hmting associatioa'Golub" lkmpor from island Rab has 20 mmbers.
We will suppon d rtively porticipeto in tbe testing of unleaded ammunilion on KvEn€r.
We will help with e\raluatim ud Hback information on tbe use of rmleaded ammunition
br the help and gun'ival of the griffon vulture population in Kvarner. We uuderstand ad
u/ut to contribuE b the redrrctim of lead in naane whicb is also a threat to wild animals
swh as gdtron vultrw due to 6e way they H. We commit !o cmtinue using non-lead
rmilllmldon ln the long rem, afier rhe proJect end.

Name and status of signalory: Milo Klasnid, Sccretry of the hrmirg associEtio

FuU ad&e*s: lkmpor66, 51280 R8b

the
isl8ldtbe IBrb al sile b lhornd TJFBingortnt vultmc*gfffog SUPpofi

for the q,p au/i8t€8rc lteofvulutreg, activitiesgrifioo

Sienafirc and date Rab. 2E.052O22.

Contactperson (nune md finrction):
Pcri:6 - preq nob:09U343-660

most important ttrrds
and srryort thc pmjoct



LlFE2.1-NAT-HR-LIFE SUPport (A10742121- Annex 1 Part B - Page 65

! Associated with document Ref. Ares(2022)5106813 - 1310712022

LIFE Nature & Blodlvenlty 202l'2021

DECLARATION OF SUPPORT FROM THE COMPETENT AUTHORITY

and legal staurs: LovaCko drultvo "Orebica' Cres

address: SetaliSre 20'Travnja l' 51557 Cres

+385914469000 Fu: """""""' E-maill ld.orebica'crcs@gmail'com

oot&ct P€rsoo (name and function)' Jom Mato6cvii' president

speci$ whethcr, why and how you will suppontr prola:

hunting aesociation Orebica Cres from islanrt Crcs'has t00 members'

control nuo huntrng o"";:;;i;'oi "c"'"' ull' ll0 *Tramuntsne- which ere an sres

lotal 2l.llt ha' of unlcaded ammunition on out

wish to suppon and will scdvely ParticiPatc in fte tesdng

We will helP with evaluation and feedback information on the us€ of

for the hclP and survival of the griffon wlure PoPulation in Kvarner. We

and wanr to contribute to the rcduction of lead in naturc. which is also a threat to

animals such 8s griffon whures due to the waY theY feed. We commit to continuc ustng

ammunition in the long rcrm' after thc Projeu end. Since dre island Rab is an'

sirc for giffon wltures' and the LIFE SUPPort Project uckles most imPortant

for the griffon wlrures' we atc 8w8re of the activities of the project and suPPort the

and date: Cres. 28.05'2022'

snd gESE of signamry: Jametav Honjek' secretlry
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LIFE Naturc & Blodivcnlty 2A2l-2027

DECLARATION OF SUPPORT TROM THE COMPETENT AUTHORITY

Name and legal status:

Hunting associstion "Orebica" kh NCO

Full address:

Dr. Dinka Vitezida I
51500 Krk
Crouia

Tel: +..3.8t.9.1..1:0.8..%.5".t19.5-.9-!..!.540.97..t E-moil: ldorebica@gmail.com

Contact nerson (name and hrnction!'

KrajaCid. Seortara

Please specit! whelher. why and hou'you will supporl this project

The hunting association "Orebica" is the lessee ol'all three hunting grounds in Krk
(VllUl Baika, VllVlT Punat and Vlll/l0l Krk). meaning thst we carry out our activities
the whole island. Our association is organized through t hunting units wirhout legnl
personality. Since the island is an important nesting and fixding site for griffon vultures, and

the LIFE SUPport project bckles mosl important thr€ats for the griffon vultur€s, we arE aware
of the activities of the project and support the project.

lvtore specifically, we will support the projecl cflbns to tacklc all rclevanl threats to griffon
vultures at their breeding and t'eeding sitcs, We see the imporlance of ensuring long term
sustainsbility of food availability for the survival of griffon vultures. especislly considering
the threats of poisoning due to the high pressure of allochthonous wild animats, which our
association has becn trying to combot to the best of its abilities. We will gladly cooperate with
Agricultrnal Cooperative Island of Krk to find ways to improve food availably for the grilfon
vultures and reduce risk of poisoning from the poison intended for allochthonous wild
animals.

Moreover, we will actively participate in the testing of unleaded ammunition which will
reduce the risk of griffon vulture poisoning, and help with the analysis of the currcntly
available food for gdffon vultur€s, and anelysis ofvarious poisoning thr€als.
We also support setting up of the feeding site at the lsland of Krk in order to provide
additional food supply for the vulnerabte population on the island. We believe that the prcJect

results will be useful for the future survival and conservation of griffon vultures in Croatia
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We will also gladly participate in dissemination of t-lt'lj StJPport results and networking.
We commit to continue using non-lead ammunition in the long term, after the project end.

Signaturc and dste:
27 May 2A22

Nanre and status o[signatory:
Coran KrajadiC, Sccretsry

./
\ '.z: /(-. .f,'\.



LlFE21-NAT-HR-LIFE SUPport (101C74212) - Annex 1 Part B - Page 68

I Associated with document Ref. Ares(2022)5106813 - 1310712022

LIFE Neture & Biodivcrity 2O2l-2V27

DECIJ\RA'TION OF SUPEORT FROM THE COMPETENT AUTHORITY

and lcsal status; Associatim'Prand&a-. Cres, NGO

adfr€ss: Orlec 4,51J57 Cres. Croatia

pcr3on (osmc rnd frnction):
Kutica, presrdetrt

speciry whether. why urd how you will zupport this pmjcct:

'Prm6ka" rs s ntll.Foft orgrnizatson located oo tbe islsld of Ctts that
fiounded rn 2{110, to $tpport tn diuoml cxtcnslve shephadrng ad o ac*le witb
wrtlr dlrxhthoorts rrikl rnimqlt suc[ as nitd boars ald deer SiS i15 rlrrrl

t tls Grber! *tbe .rrgair** 6 !o* *.!l* rn*l$lcEl !f S"
their sh"+ ftom ettrkr sqd crtlncnon of &e locsl ihe4 brecd -9!egl€ g'sr,e!!la"

20 t0 Up to oow. assocrabon w8t a lcader ol psrtner projects al local. regional
levcl Cuneatly. 6€re are 70 members drat support 6e mrsson and acovrtes of

itself

spcofically, we wll $pport thc progca cffotts to ncklc oll rclevmt th,reals to
u thcir Ming urd fce&ng sites We see thc rmpacl of ensunng lorg

of food availability for thc suruval of gnffon vulmres. which our
been Qrng io combat to 6c bcst of its abilrtres. We will gladly reducc thc nsk

from the poison intgrdcrl for allochthonous unld anrmals.

wc will activaly pststpatc tn drc teshng of unleoded unmunltion which

the nsk of griffon vulture poisoning, and help with the andysis of the

food for griffon vulnres, rnd analysis of various poisonrng dreats. We also

cqtinue using non-lcad ammunttioo in dre long tcrm, after the prolccl crd
e plan io actively pdrocipEtc in workslrops retatcd to the restorahon of

6!t will bc hcld duriog thc projcct on thc rdsnd Cros. Wo will olso

in disscmi$tion of LIFE SUPport results and nenrorking.

rnd date: Orlec, 28 05.2022

and $g!E of signatory: Daniicl Ku0rcq presrdent

d-aD*f*l [^.)v-
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LIFB Nrture & Blodtvcrrity zfiZtaa2?

DECLARATION OF SUPPIORT TROM TIIE COMPETENT AUTHORITY

P.olicc Administsation of Primorsko Gorauka County
Zrtavafa.$izrra 3
51000 Rijeka
Crodis

Phone: +385 5l 430 I12, e-mail: primonko-goransta@policija-h

We believe that the Project reillts will bc useful for thc future $nival and conservation
of griffon vultures in Croatira"

I Deccmbq2021

Ileed ofPoHrr rrko Gorarrkr Coonty

Police Administatiqt of himorsko Goranska County dir€ctscoorditrat€s,ofgaruzeq
lh€and ofwork 0[ lnstations thcuupcrvises police aforcmentioned Sincecoutrty.

officen ftom th€ Police ofAdminisration Primorsko Goranska are stakebold€rsCounty k"y
oflrilling grifron wil tni[eSd theyvultur€tr cducationalENputicipatc wortshop

for thern BiomAssociaion uby theof LIFEscope Since thcSUPporr projcd.
County andimportant lor6lteoesting andfeeding vuituleqgrrfron the LFTi SUPport

esklerFrc!{ sod llrrc€ts fniloFs"trrt areqie oiilicAtiiarFndtr[6,tsr r rru, ar,tiviiics
the inproj€c.t which willwe lake and tleFrt supporl pror€$f,
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Junta deAndalucia

COftEfjRh DE AGfiCIJTIURIT GArl^Hh
SESCAYIH flnOtlOSOSISWT
Itiuiir csJ & hao lttr4EdsiAd r
EFtbtrrrilr3|&r

DECLARATIOI{ OF SUPPORT FROII THE COMPETEITTAUTIIORITV

Pmjet UE [AIUf,f: Securing a frrturc for Griffon Vufture in Croalia
Acronynrc: UFE2I-NAT-HR-UFE SUPport

Ilrratioru January 2O2B to end of 2027 (60 monthsl

ilamandlegald.tn
Dr. lfiigo FaFrdo, ilead of the Plan de Recuperaci6n de las Aves ilecnifagas de Andalucia - Vulturc
Consenration hogramme of Andalucia
Direcci6n General de Medio Natural, Eiodiversidad y Espacios Protegidos Consejerh de Agricultura, Ganaderia,

Pesca y Desarrollo Sostenible Ambiente, Junta de Andalrria - Public bod
Fdl eddress: Avda- Manuel Siurol 50 41013 - Sevilla
Td: +:'4 955 0(B tl(x)

Ermt: dgmnbep.ogrdspjuntadeandalucia.es

Pleost spcily rhcftnr, wht 6rd hotr Vorr wil snpport Sis project
Tirb proj<i iageiy tmiribuic in iin rmavaiirn uiiir Grifron v-uiiure g4ruioi-ur in Crwi-r, niiiaiirg iir
tfueats affecting thrs sgecier.

The Vulture Conseryation Programme of the Regional Go\r€rnment of Andalush, Sgain 0unta de Andalwia)
has a longstanding cors€rvatlon prognmme for whure conse{natim and sffiegy against the illegal use of
poison in the nature, therefore we count with sgerience in thas filed for more than 20 yenrs.

The Vufture Conservation Programnre of the Regional Government of Andalusb fully supports this proiect and
will liaise with the LIFE Project on tlrcfe fields where collabordtio.r miett be needed, like fiCftti;E 4ainst
poison and best practkes c well as any other field where liaison is perceived as positive for the cons€wation
of the species.

FRIIAIX) POR lytt/2mt PAGlilA l/l
\rERfrcAcloN 6aoxuSa!il}nRsrlravAiaf ./ 3P/ll6so l*b6l,HE0-ir*nd*rirE^Eilbrf -mr,
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LIFE Nature & Biodiversi$' 202l-2027

DECLARATION OF SUPPORT FROilI THE COIIPETENT AUTEORITY

Name md legal status:

Rewildiag Velebit Formdation

Full address:

i:rbica tg, Z::rbica

53000 Gospid
Croatia

Tel:+381 917977 670
E-meil' marira.trnraric@rewrldrne-l'elebrt.com

Contzct pcrson (oroe ad frmcton):

Marija Krnlejid. Director of Fouudation

Please specify whether, why aud how 
''ou 

will sup'port this pro.;ect:

Rewilding Velebit Foundatioa was estabhshed with the purpose to promote the restoration of
wild nature. to rars€ ewaf,eoess need to preseft'e wildlife on Mt- Velebit aod to help eohance
people's awareness and coomitneot to the preservation of nature and neturel resources for
the benefit of soctety. Curreotly. Rewrldrng Velebit Fouadation (RVF) is -"raging 23,000 ha
of 4 hunting concession io Velebit mourtaitr. All 4 huoting coocessions ere located in Velebit
area. One of ow core actinties is to support wildlife comeback through ov6ssing a

transitiou from a traditiooally mrneged hunting concession to a wildlife conidor. In the oext 5
our aim is to bring back Gnlfon lrrlhre on Velebit Mt. Jablanac as one of our 4 hunting

concession, is lc<eted at the positrou that is ofteo visited by griffon trrltures and the birds are
ofteo visited ltying over the are in the in search offood.

LIFE SUPport project tackles most important threats for grifron vultures, and we support
projecB aaivities since its results can b'ring fiuthers benefits for griffon lrrltrue sruvival and
cors€Tvatioo ir Croatia- We believe thet activities of seniag up the feedirg site at the Island of
Krk will ruore ov€f, contibute in Grilfoa Vulutre populatioo reinforceoeot and tbat pro1ect

actions tackle all relevant queshons of creating appropriare conditions for this species to
regein 16 old rmges. We will gladly sup'port and perticilete rn the activities releted in the
testing of uolezded emmunitioa thet rvill redgce the risk of griffon vultgre poisoring aod rn

various poisoning threats. Also, we will participate in the activities coonectcd to
rmproving food availability for griffoa vulfire. We will gledly participate in communication
and disseminatioo activities LIFE SUPport project
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Signrtucdde:

Noveuber lg,z0?l

lloiT^ Krg'\,"

BEWILDITIBVETEBIT

6orPl0
Ol9: a00te8351'4

mdsmsofsigDehry
lduije Kmjejif, kwitding Vclcbit Forodetim, Dircclor

,a

'l
I

d

:
',1

l
.t

i
'1

:/
n

I

I
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ranoilL

letter drrpport

Itrme and lqrl fitu$ DO9PS - thilffe Shrmb, prftffi
Fr[ ad&ess Tr*a ert8 4 $1000 UuUFna, $ArEn[a

Teft + :lt6 1426 9E ?5 E-melft dopp@dop.sl

Contsct persoo lmrte and fuiEbnt: Odnl.o hmg dfece

Ptsespeefl riledrr, uifgiurd howFu r,il supporttils popch

we fdlyrrypon tie rre pogonl ffi grqecr ltrE suPport Th€ 4tE l' otilre @t corrut$Nsrt

ql 6rt3&( tbsnsdlDdrb g6D lidlmodnir at!.u4r crrddor tbgbb, ue

i
I

'I
a

wb and orr orgEnbstonr, especb$y

regaldir{1ths tddrg ScEoclrdon fid efiilHwg frcflng sftes, wf,l abo be vcy vafuath. Wb erc

r,{hg b slr8 e sd Fdl@6tE rffifi owecpe}Erl3es fflttE proFct

Place & daG lFblano, S ildEmhr 2@f

Name End stdns of rfituUp OtnUftn Demq dlteftr

:

j
i

I
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LIFE Nature & Biodiversitr 2021-2027

DECLARATTON OT SUPPORT FROII TEE COIIPETENT.{.UTEORIIY

Name aad legal stehs:

Bulgarien Sociefy for the Protectioa ofBirds (BSPB), associatioo, non-goverrmentd organizatioo

Full ad&tss:

Yavorov Dishict, Block 71, entr- 4, app. I
Sofia I I t l, p.o. box 50
Bulgeda

Ta: 1J Lp_.f .|/.f!..f.QQ E-nail: bspb_hq@b+b.org

Contactposm (mme and functim):
Varya Ratarom$eorgieva Erecutiw Director

Pleast 5peci$' nhethr, rvtl' and hon ;*ou ndl nryport thrr projeci:

Our rssociation Bulga'ian Socie{v for tbe hection of Birds (BSPB) is the Budlrft paher r-o

Bulgaria. Ere orgaoise and implement variors actioos in nanne conservation md bird potcclioo- We
hav'e projects for protectron of r,ulrures oa the Balkan Peainsula hke LIFE RE-Vulhne so rve suport
md mcouregs Bioms LIFE Suhort project. The project is vitd to sustaia md be$ one of tbe

colonies in the Balkau and to redrce acute thfeats to enable fi6 luinf6axsq6 aod recovtry
Griffon vultures.

We npport the proyect efforts b tactle dl relevant theats to gnfron vultures at thur breeding sites.

Ensuing long term strstaioebility of food availabdlty. nihgating electrocufoo and poisoniag are ve!-y
ioporfet coatributims to solvrng threats to the Croatim populatioa of Grifoa vulhrcs. We dso
sryport setting ry addifimel f€ediog sites ia Croatia in ordcr to provide additiond food mpply for the
vulnerable population We believe that the proJect r€sulb will be useful fo'r the future survival ald
conserv'ation of Grifon nrlhres rn Croatia.

We will actively participate rn disseminatioa of LIFE SUPpotrt results and networking. We will dso
participate in consultations abcnrt vuious threet mrtigatiotr measurcs and share orrr expcrience otr
vulnue consenration

aad date:
Sofia,23.11.2021

.10rn-p{"- fl

md satus of signatuy
Vaaya Ratarova-Gcorgieva
BSPB Executive Director
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LIFE Nature & Biodiversitr' 202l-2027

DECLARATION OT SUPPORT FROTI TIIE CO}IPETENT AUTEORITY

Name and legal stafus

Stichting Birdlife Europe (which is the Eruopean md Ceotral Asian Division of Birdlife
Intemationel)

SBE is a non-profit organisation under Dutch lew. It was formed vohmtarily for the public
good and does not distibde profits to members or numagem€nt or pursue the c<xnm€rcial
interests of its members. It is indep€odeot of government and other public authorities-

Full address: Cours Saiat-Michel 308, lO40 Bnrsscls (clo Hive5), Belgium

fel: +12 (0) 2280 08 l0 E-mail: europe@budhfe.org

?--k- ,---- --J b4--\. lr- s-- D-:--l t.t.- _
!r!.-i. lrra tb \e-ft -Eu riu1.ao!r. 3r.ast .tal^.- rt!6N!e so!!.vr

Please speci$'whether. whl'and horr you will support this project:

Birdlife supports the Life SUPport prqect as its oblectives are ia lfore with the Birdlrfe
Parbetship strategy, We eocourage md support worting with Griffon lrrltures. particula'ly
towards the goal of consen'iog Croatia's important aod vulnereble populatioa

Birdlife will sugport the project as needed with expertise md knowledge sharing. We will
participete in disseniaatioo of project results and networking, througt participatron at proJect
evests and rvortshops. As the largest nature conservatioo partoership in the wodd we ere in a
posiuon to dissemioate project resuls aad €rrcowage our partners to replicate pro1ect
deliverables.

and date:
I

'fh^
lTltu}t

.Eg and .g!g!gg of signetory: Martin Harper, Regronal Diector for Eruope md Central Asia



L|FE21-NAT-HR-LIFE SUPpod (101074212) -Annex 1 Part B -Page 76

I Associated with document Ref. Ares(2022)5106813 - 13tO7lZO22

HISTORY OF CHANGES

HISTORY OF CHANGES

VERSION
PUBLICATION

DATE
CHANGE

lmpact - Part C - Changing 2 project specific indicaiors so that they
reflect the actual impacts instead of outputs of the activities (now using
expected reduction of poisoning incidents and of electrocution / birds
saved). One indicator had to be removed due to the maximum no. of
indicators allowed (namely number of impressions of Griffon vultures by
the general public).

lmpact - Section 1.8 and Task 3.5 - lmpact of the project on national
legislation and coordinator between relevant national authorities in

relation to the implementation of the EU Sanitary Regulation reinforced
by producing policy recommendations and implementing advocacy
activities.

lmplementaiion - Work packages and activities - Section 2.3 -
Reinforcing the sustainability of the use of non-lead ammunition by
amending letters of support by 4 hunting societies to include their long-
term commitment to the use of non-lead ammunition, after the project
ends.

lmplementaiion - Work packages and activities -WP2. f ask 2.2, 2.4

arlJ 2.5 ileir-rfuiCiilg iire ,rliJaai uf i.ire lrcasurus reiai.eJ iu iitc
a;a;^^a;^^ 

^f 
aL^ !i^1,,+^6^^ L.,.^.,t1^. L^-.^ !.. i--l..fi-- 

-r..^---.,
"'i!tYu(,vil 

I'vv v, (vqili. vvo.r ut duvuwquy

work for the exrsting regulation to be ertforced, by volunteers reportrng tf

boat operators are not abiding to the rules, and by organizing meetings
with the boat operators to better understand the issues and the threats
their activjties pose to the Griffon vultures.

Resources - amendrng the tables Staff effort per work package and
Siaff effort per participant by using person-months instead of the Full

Time Equivalent.
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Topic Type of Action
LIFE-2021 -SAP-NAT-NATURE LIFE-PJG

Proposal lnfo I Associated with document Ref Ares(2022)5106813 - 13/07

Call for Proposal

LIFE-2021-SAP-NAT

ProposallD
sEP-210783'135

LIFE Programme - Application Forms (Part C - KPI)

Honzontal KPls for all LIFE applicants (Mandatory to report on all the KPls of this section).

Innovation

ls your project proposal developing,
detnonstrating and promoting
innovative techniques and
approaches?

O Yes
Olo

Govemance

ls your project proposal improving
govemanoe through enhancing
capacities of public and private actors
and the involvement of civil society?

O Yes
Oruo

Catalytic efiect - Spatial

Will the results of your projec't be
replicated beyond ib intended
geographical scope?

@ Yes
O tto

Plans & strategies

ls you project proposal implementing
key plans or strategies?

o
o

Yes
No

Catalytic efiect - ThematicCatalytic efiecl - Financial

Will your projed trigger additional
investments?

O Yes
O tto

LIFE Programme - Context selection

tMll the resultrs of your project be
replicated (transfuned) beyond its
intended thematic scope?

@ Yes
Oruo

Catalytic efiect - Societal

ll/ill your projed :

a) Contribute to the development of new or existing national
legislation, policies, regulations, incentives and voluntary
commitments?

b) Achieve a stepdrange in more eftctive compliance with
and enbrcement of Union environmental and climate
legislation and/or in policy implementation?

c) Achieve a stepdrange in awareness and support of
environmental and dimate mafters?

d) Establish a new macroregional or national model of
cooperation (networking)?

O Yes
Oruo

Rio markers for climate, biodiversity and air quality

Please indicate if your proposal:

. Has climate drange/ biodiversig/ air quality as their
primary objective
. Has climate drange/ biodiversity/ air quality as their
secondary objecfive and provide substantial contributions to
these objecilives

. Does not contribute significantly to dimate change/
biodiversity/ air quality

Glimate change

Not contributing

Biodiversity

Primary Objective

Air quality

Not contributing

Please seled the EU Member State(s) orland Associated Countries
best describe the geographical context of your project proposal, i.e.

Please select the $pe of country you wish to add

O EU Member States
O Associated Countries

(if any) orland potential Associated Countries (if any) that
the arca(s) of work or/and area(s) of impact.
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O To Be Associated Countries

Croatia(HR)

Associated with document Ref. Ares(2022)5106813 - 13/07

lf relevant, please selecd the Natura 2000 sites that your project will be addressing.

EU Country Typology

Croatia SPA: Special Protection Area

Natura 2000 sites

HR1 000033: Kvarnerski otoci

lf relevant, please selecd the Natura 2000 sites that your projec't will be addressing.

EU Country Typology

Croatia SPA: Special Protection Area

Natura 2000 sites

HR'1 0000 18: Uika i Cicarija

LIFE Programme - Annex ll - Section 2 - Specific KPls - (Please report on KPls you consider rclevant)

II

Please selec{ the relevant indicators for your project. For each selected indicator please provide any required values and
@mments. Please note that if you deselest an indicator, all values entercd will be lost.

0 Water efficiency E Water quality E Waste management
l--l o^^^,.-^^ ^G^i^-^.. i-l r----iJ Kesource efircrency lJ Lnergy savtngs l_j KenewaDte eilergy
f-l Soil orralitv n rincriicale /cnvirnnmcnt\ l-'l Chcmicale thrrmanq\
D Noise A Air quality E Biodiversity (habitats)
M Biodiversity (number of Species) E OHC emissions D CnC sequLstration
B Climate vulnerabilrty (humans) D Biodiversity (lnvasive Alien Species) E Employment
E Other project specific KPls D C2M projects E lnvestments and Financing
E Climate area vulnerability reduction

Biodiversity (number of Species)

Number of species whose population loss is being halted and revesed

The start-value is pre-set to 0. ln the end-value please provide an estimate of the number of species whose population loss
is being halted and reversed due to your project, at prcject€nd. The end-value is expected to be higherthan the start-value,
demonstrating an increase in the number of species positively afieciled, due to the projec't actions. Please also provide the
estimated number, 3/5 years after the projecd+nd, to demonstrate if further species will be positively afieded. Please also
provide relevant commenb (e.9. 3 most relevant species addressed , their populations, ranges/areas, etQ.

Project-Start Value
(Baseline)

0

Project-End Value
14

3/5 years beyond Projed-End Unit
Value Number of species
14

Please provide stiand-alone information to further clariff your input and briefly explain any assumptions/calculations. Please
also ensure alignment with the main proposal text.
While the LIFE SUPport project focuses on Griffon Vultures, there will be a number of other bird species that will beneflt
from the threats tackled through this project, namely (* = species of annex 1 Bird Directive):
Electrocution mitigation: Golden Eagle*, Short{oed Eagle*, Eagle Owl-, Common Buzzard, Hen Harrier*, Kestrel, Lesser
Kestrel*, Tawny Owl, Hooded Crow, Yellow{egged Gull
lncreasing food: Raven, Golden Eagle.
Decreasing nest disturbance: Peregrine Falcon*, Shag*, Raven, Golden Eagle-
Reducing poisoned baits: Golden Eagle*, Common Buzzard, Raven
Reducing lead in the environment: pretty much all above-mentioned raptors, owls and corvids.
All species will continue to benefit from the project results after the project finishes, because of increased awareness among
relevant local, regional and national stakeholders and because some of the project solutions are of a permanent character
(e.9. mitigated powerlines; new feeding site).

Employment

Number of jobs created in FTE

The start-value is pre-set to 0. ln the end-value please provide your estimated number of new jobs created due to your
projec't, at project€nd. The end-value is expected to be higher than the start-value, demonstrating an inoease in the
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Project€tart Value (Baseline) Project-End Value 3/5 years beyond Projed-End Unit

0 6 Value FTE
6

Please provide stand-alone inbrmation to further clariff your input and briefly explain any assumptions/calculations. Please
also ensure alignment with the main proposal text.

The project will foresee in staff deployment for Biom (4), VCF (1) and PZ Krk (1). While LIFE SUPport aims to tackle the
threats which have an immediate impact on the last remailing population of Griffon Vultures in Croatia, there is also a need
for habitat restoration on the Kvarnerski otoci and Udka iCicarika to foresee in the longterm needs of Griffon Vultures (and
other biodiversity of the area). A follow-up project is therefore a likely next step to make, which could continue to foresee in
deployment of staff. Also, by offering solutions to shepherds to prevent sheep from being killed by Golden Jackals, the
project might help keep shepherds employed, which would otherwise give up due to large yearly losses.

Associated with
the estimateclnumber of jobs created, due to the

end, to demonstrate if further jobs provide rclevant comments.

CIher projed specific KPls

Please enter your projec{'s specific l(Pl title and provide clarifications in the comment box.

Please specify any other KPls you wish to present that you consider relevant and not included in the existing KPI list.

Projec't€tart Value (Baseline) Projec't-End Value 3/5 years beyond Projec{-End Unit

o 360 Value children educated
2,000

Please provide stand-alone inbrmation to further clarify your input and briefly explain any as{lumptions/calculations. Please
also ensure alignment with the main proposal text.
Children educated
The plan is to organize educational activities in 12 schools in the region, with an estimated 30 children and 1 teacher per
class. Furthermore both school children and teachers could share the lessons learned and educational materials with friends
and family members. ln the years after the project it is expected that teachers can pass on the acquired knowledge and
materials to next generations of school children as well.

Other projeci specific KPls

Please enter your projec{s specific KPI title and provide clarifications in the comment box.

Please speciff any other KPls you wish to present that you consider relevant and not included in the existing KPI list.

Project€tart Value (Baseline) Projec't-End Value 3/5 years beyond Project-End Unit
1 10 125 Value Number of breeding pairs of

140 GV in the project area

Please provide stand-alone inbrmation to further clariff your input and brielly explain any assumptionsy'calculations. Please
also ensure alignment with the main proposal text.
Number of breeding pairs of GV in the project area
Over the course of the project time, the population is expected to show a small increase in number due to improved breeding
and survival conditions. The small population size and the time required for young birds to reach reproductive age explain
why it needs time forthe species to increase in number. However, as the positive effects of mitigated threats will also last
after the project finishes, the breeding pairs are likely to continue to increase, and possibly even colonize new areas outside
the Kvarner islands.

il

Other projed sp€cific KPls

Please enter your projec't s specific KPI title and provide clarifications in the comment box.

Please speciry any other KPls you wish to present that you consider relevant and not included in the existing KPI list.

Projec't€tart Value (Baseline) Project-End Value 3/5 years beyond Projed-End Unit
70 75 Value % breeding success

80

Please provide stand-alone information to further clarify your input and briefly explain any assumptiondcalculations. Please
also ensure alignment with the main proposal text.
% breeding success
Reduced nest disturbance and improved rescue and rehabilitation facilities, should increase the Griffon Vultures breeding
success of the population during the project. The effects are expected to increase afterthe project finishes due to improved
operational capacity and facilities of the Beli Rescue Centre forGV, aswell as strong awareness raising among boat
operators and locals which will reduce nest disturbance.

Other projed specific KPls

Please enter your projec,t's specific KPI title and provide clarifications in the comment box.

Please speciff any other KPls you wish to present that you consider relevant and not included in the existing KPI list.

Project€tartValue (Baseline) Project-End Value 3/5 years beyond Projed-End Unit
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1,200

Please provide stand-alone information to further clariff your input and briefly explain any assumptions/calculations. Please
also ensure alignment with the main proposal text.
Sheep killed by jackals yearly
ln 2021 , Golden Jackals killed a total of 2000 lambs and 300 sheep on the island of Krk. By testing implementation of best-
preventive measures, such as shepherd dogs and different kinds of fences, as well as a ddeper collaboration with local
hunters, the number of sheep killed by jackals should decrease during the project implementation. Results of the different
methods tested will be shared within the shepherd community, and preferred options can continue to be implemented after
the project finishes, which will ultimately reduce the number df sheep being killed even further. The loss of sheep is one of the
main reasons for shepherds to put out poisoned carcasses in the field (bad for GV), and can also be a reason for them to
stop their profession entirely (also bad for GV as sheep are its largest natural source of food).

Associated with documen!fi9f"6'En€BrylllAQ$&l32,300 1,800

Other projed specific KPls

Please enter your projecfs spedfic KPI title and provide clarifications in the comment box.

Please speciff any other KPls you wish to present that you consider relevant and not included in the existing KPI list.

Project-Start Value (Baseline) Project-End Value 3/5 years beyond Projecf-End Unit
'15,Ooo 4o,o0o Value Kgs of food provided on

50,000 feeding sites

Please provide stand-alone infurmation to further clariff your input and briefly explain any assumptions/calculations. Please
also ensure alignment with the main proposal text.
Kgs of food provided on feeding sites
CurrerylY the exisling_feeding sites are supplied yearly with 15.000k9s of sheep carcasses on Cres (10 tons) and Udka (5
tons).-fhrough LIFE SUPportthe aim isto have 40 tons of food available on feeding stations forGriffon Vultures, which'is the
need for the curent breeding population. This will be achieved through different actions 1) establishing a feeding site on Krk
which will be supplied by local shepherds; 2) improving the operatiohs of current feeding sites (e.g. bioadeninglheir permit to
include more supply areas in Croatia); 3) stressing thaimportance of feeding sites for GV to reiev-ant MinistrieS. By promotinq
the new feeding site on Krk to local shepherds, the site will continue to be o[erational also after LIFE SUPport fini-shes. With-
an envisioned increase of the population due to the LIFE SUPport, tons of food made available should increase in the years
after the project (e g by rrpscaling project results to other potential areas

Other project specific KPls

Please enter your projec{s specific l(Pl title and provide clarifications in the comment box.

Please speciff any other KPls you wish to present that you consider relevant and not included in the existing KPI list.

Project€tart Value (Baseline) Project-End Value
0 687

3/5 years beyond Projec't-End UnitValue Number of threat-specific2,000 target persons reached

Please provide stand-alone information to further clarify your input and briefly explain any assumptionVcalculations. Please
also ensurc alignment with the main proposal text.
Number of threat-specific target persons reached
Throug.hout th-e duralion of LIFE SUPport we will at least target 697 individuals who are either directly or indirectly connected
to the threats for Griffon Vultures. These individuals belong tb different stakeholder groups that are iricluded in thb project,
n-amely:.excursion b-oat operators (22); shepherds from Cr-es (70) and Krk (25); hunt,ers from Cres (120), Krk (350)'anA Rab
(20), police officers from Kvarner area (20) and employees of energy companies (60). This is the minimum reich 6f threat-
specific target audiences, as most of these individuals will probably know bther peopie in the same field of occupation, who
they can share/ discuss the gathered information with. By engaging all relevant threat-related stakeholders in one big project
a strong synergy among locals is created. Also, by highlighting the importance of the project area for GVs a sense of
ownership among local threat-specific audiences is created, which will remain and g

Other projed specific KPls

Please enter your projec{s spedfic KPI title and provide clarifications in the comment box.

Please speciff any other KPls you wish to present that you consider relevant and not included in the existing KPI list.

Please provide stand-alone inbrmation to further clariff your input and brielly explain any assumptions/calculations. Please
also ensure alignment with the main proposal text.
Number of volunteers engaged
BIOM has been having a total of 10 international ESC volunteers during the last 3 years, which were all involved for a few
months of.their stay in work done by JUP and the Beli Rescue Centre. Additionally, 2 Croatian volunteers have assisted in
electrocution monitoring activities. Throughout the 5 years of LIFE SUPport an ad-ditional 52 volunteers are expected to
contribute to Griffon Vulture conservation work (50% Croatian/50% international), by 1)preventing nestdisturbance (6 in
total); 2) carcass monitoring ('10 in total); 3) analyzing videos on interactions of Griff6n Vultures an-d boat operators (1'6 in
total); 4) lLelp1ng out the Beli Rescue Centre as part of ESC (20 more). After the project finishes, we intend to continue
involving ESC volunteers (4 per year) in Biom and to support the work of Beli Centr6, as well as train more local volunteers (2
per year) to help out with carcass monitoring of powerlines mitigated during the project.

Projec{€tart Value (Baseline) Projec't-End Value
12 64

3/5 years beyond Projed-End UnitValue Number of volunteers94 engaged

Subm itted 06-07 -2022 1 0'.'l 2'.4O LIFEKPI v5 Page 4



Please enter your project's specific KPI title and provide clarifications in the comment box.

Please specify any other KPls you wish to present that you consider relevant and not included in the existing KPI list.

Please provide stand-alone inbrmation to further clariff your input and brieffy explain any assumptiondcalculations. Please
also ensure alignment with the main proposal text.

% nestlings falling in the sea
ln2021 , an estimated 25o/o of lhe nestlings fell into the sea, of which roughly half of the individuals could be saved from
drowning and rehabilitated. By engaging volunteers in order to increase the time spent at sea during the critical period of the
breeding season (2 months priorto fledging), the rescue operations of the Beli Rescue Centre will be improved: 1)more
frequent surveillance of colonies, particularly more distant ones; 2) more drowing birds are found in time to be rescued; 3)
nest disturbance will be reduced by increased awareness of boat owners and tourists. Particularly the latter point will make
sure that the results also last after the project finishes. This, and a better understanding of interactions between boats and
birds which will allow the rescue centre to better focus their efforts.

Other poed specific KPls
Associated with document Ref. Ares(2022)5106813 - 13/07

Project€tart Value (Baseline) Project-End Value
25 15

3/5 years beyond Project-End Unit
Value % nestlings falling in the sea
15

22

CIher projed specific KPls

Please enter your projec{s specific l(Pl title and provide clarifications in the comment box.

Please speciff any other KPls you wish to present that you consider relevant and not included in the existing KPI list.

Project€tart Value (Baseline) Projec't-End Value
00

cases on the Kvarner islands srnce 20i6, tnerefore we arm for0 porsontng

3/5 years beyond Projec[-End UnitValue No. of poisoning incidents
0

Please provide stand-alone inbrmation to further clariff your input and briefly explain any assumptionsy'calculations. Please
also ensure alignment with the main proposal text.
No. of poisoning incidents
There have been no officraily recorcjed porsonrng
inaidcntc hnlh hw lhc ond nf lha nraiad hlr alca
However. it is important to note that jackals have
significant impact on the extensive shepherding p
poisoning incidents. That is why we need to work
the Griffon vulture population.

only recently
ractices and
on the issue,

been present on the islands of Krk and Rab. This fact had a
we need to be very careful that this fact does not result in
as one poisoning incident can be fatal for a significant part of

Other projed specific KPls

Please enter your projecfs specific KPI title and provide clarifications in the comment box.

Please specify any other KPls you wish to present that you consider relevant and not included in the existing KPI lbt.

Project€tart Value (Baseline) Project-End Value 3/5 years beyond PQect-End Unit
O 1OO Value No. of birds (not just Griffon

160 vultures) saved

Please provide stand-alone information to further clariff your input and briefly explain any assumptiondcalculations. Please
also ensure alignment with the main proposal text.
No. of birds saved
Monitoring of 500 high-risk medium-voltage pylons on Cres island by BIOM (since 20'17) has shown that 0.1-0.2 birds are
electrocuted perpole each year. This equalsto 50-100 birds annually, including around 1-3 Griffon vultures. Mitigating 200
poles by month 36 of the project will therefore prevent electrocution of 20-40 birds annually (= 40-80 during the
implementation of the project). ln the first 5 years after the project ends this measure will thus save another 100-200 birds,
and the further mitigation of 100 'killer poles'during this period will prevent another 10-20 birds from getting electrocuted
annually. This totals to around '160-320 birds (incl. 3-10 Griffon vultures) prevented from electrocution from the start of the
project until 3-5 years after the project's end. We plan to use the number of birds (not just Griffon vultures) saved as the KPI
as we find it more relevant, since the mitigation measure will save more bird species then just Griffon vultures.
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ANNEX 2a

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON UNIT COSTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS

SME owners/natural person beneficiaries without salarv (Decision C(2020) 7l l5r)

Type: unit costs

Units: days spent working on the action (rounded up or down to the nearest half-day)

Amount per unit (daily rate): calculated according to the following formula:

{EUR 5 080 / l8 days:282,221
multiplied by

{country-specific correction coelficient ofthe country where the beneficiary is established}

The country-specific correction coefficients used are those set out in the Horizon Europe Work Programme
(section Marie Sklodowska-Curie actions) in force at the time of the call (see Portal Reference Documents).

Volunteers ( Decision C(20 I 9\26462)

Type: unit costs

Units: days spent working on the action (rounded up or down to the nearest half-day)

Amount per unit (daily rate):

Countrv Daily rate in €

Dennrark, Ireland, Luxembourg. \etherlands.,Austria, Sr.veden,

Liechtenstein, \orrvay

Belgiurn. Cernrany, France, ltall', Finland. United Kingdonr. lceland

Czech Republic, Greece, Spain, Cyprus, \'lalta, Portugal, Sloverria

Bulgaria. Estonia, Croatia, Latvia. Lithuania, I-[ungary. Poland,
Ronrania, Slovakia

Australia. Canada. Hong King, Islael. Japan. Kuwait. Vlacao. Nerv
Zealand, Qatar. Unitecl Arab Enrirates, Unitecl States olArnerica.

Switzelland.

157

t3t

78

47

92

Albania. Angola. ,\ntigua ancl Barbuda. Argentina. Balbados. Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Brazil. Chile. Colonrbia, Conroros, Cook lslands.
Dorrinica, Gabon. Crenada. Ivor,v Coast, Forurer Yugoslirv Republic

olNlacedonia, Kosovo, Lebanon, Libya, llerico, Nlotrtenegro,
Nigeria. Peru. Saint Kitts And Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent,{nd

' the Grerradines, Sao lonre and Principe. Serbia, Seychelles. Thailand.
I Turkel'. Ukraine, Uruguay. Venezuela, Zanrbia. Zinrbabrve

Alghanistan. Azerbaijan. Bahanras. Bolivia. Bulkina Faso. Carneroon.
China. Congo, Costa Rica. Djibouti, Donrinican Republic. Ecuador, El

Comrnission Decision of20 October 2020 authorising the use ofunit costs tbr the personnel costs ofthe owners ofsmall and medium-
sized enterprises and beneficiaries that are natural persons not receiving a salary fbr the work canied out by themselves under an
action or rvork prograrnrne (C(2020)77151.
Commissiorr Decrsion ol l0 April 2019 authorising the use olunit costs fbr declaring personnel costs fbr the work canied out by
volunteers under an action or a work programme (C(2019)2646).

45

32
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Salvador', Cieoreia, Cjuatenraia, Cuinea-B issau, Haiti, I ran, I raq.
.lanraiua. .loldan, Kazakhstarr. Kenr a. \licronesia. \lot.occo,

\Iozantbic1ue. \anribia, Palestine, Parranru. papua \etr CLrinetr.
Paragual , Senegal. Sotrth Afiica, Sur.inanr, Sn,aziland, RLrssia.

I'rinidad arrd 
'[ 

oLrago. \'anuatu

,\lgeria. .\rnrenia. Baneladesh. Belarus. Bc-lize. Benin. Bhutan.
Botsirarra. \lranntar. Burundi. Carnbodia. ('ape Verde. ('entral

.\tiican Republic. Chad. C'onco - Denrocratic Republic olthe-. Cuba.
Korea (DPR). E,e1'pt. E,ritlea, Erhiopia. Eciuator.ial Guirrea. Fiii Island.

Cantbia, Ghana. Cuinea. Cul ana. Honduras. India" Inclonesia. Kiribati
Ky rgl zstalt. Laos, Lesotho. L i beria, \ ladagascar.. \ lalau i. \ l al a_"-sia.
\laldives, \tali, \larshall Islands. \lauritania. \laur.itius. \lolc.lova.
\longolia. \aurLr, \epal. \icaragua. \iger. NiLre. pakistan. palau.

t']hilippincs. Rrvanda. Sanroa. Sier.ra Leone, Solonron. Sonralia. South
Sudan. Sri Lanka. Sudan. 51,ria. Ia.jikistan. Tanzania. Tirlor-L.este -

Denrocratic Republic ot. Togo, Tonga. f unisia. Turknrenistan. Tuvalu.
Uganda, Ljzbekistan, \'ietnarr. \'enren

l7

2
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ANNEX 3

ACCESSION FORM FOR BENEFICIARIES

STICHTING THE VULTURE CONSERVATION FOUNDATION (VCF), PIC 905576384.
established in ANTOON VAN HOOFFPLEIN l, ARNHEM 6816 SH, Netherlands,

hereby agrees

to become beneficiary

in Agreement No 10t074212 - LIFE2I-NAT-HR-LIFE SUPport ('the Agreement')

between UDRUGA BIOM (Udruga BfOM) and the European Climate, Infrastructure and
Environment Executive Agency (CINEA) ('EU executive agency' or 'granting authority'), under
the powers delegated by the European Commission ('European Commission').

and mandates

the coordinator to submit and sign in its name and on its behalf any amendments to the Agreement,
in accordance with Article 39.

By signing this accession form, the beneficiary accepts the grant and agrees to implement it in
accordance with the Agreement, with all the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out.

SIGNATURE

For the beneficiary
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ANNEX 3

ACCESSION FORM FOR BENEFICIARIES

JAVNA USTANOVA PRIRODA (JU Priroda), PIC 904537611, established in GRIVICA 4.
RIJEKA 51000, Croatia,

hereby agrees

to become beneficiary

in Agreement No 101074212 - LIFE2I-NAT-HR-LIFE SUPport ('the Agreement')

between UDRUGA BIOM (Udruga BIOM) and the European Climate, Infrastructure and
Environment Executive Agency (CINEA) ('EU executive agency' or 'granting authority'), under
the powers delegated by the European Commission ('European Commission'),

and mandates

the coordinator to submit and sign in its name and on its behalf any amendments to the Agreement.
in accordance with Article 39.

By signing this accession form, the beneficiary accepts the grant and agrees to implement it in
accordance with the Agreement, with all the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out.

SIGNATURE

For the beneficiary

2
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ANNEX 3

ACCESSION FORM FOR BENEFICIARIES

POLJOPRMEDNA ZADRUGA OTOK KRK (PZ otok Krk), PIC 890828407. established in
TRG BANA JOSIPA JELACICA 5, KRK 51500, Croatia,

hereby agrees

to become beneficiary

in Agreement No 101074212 - LIFE2I-NAT-HR-LIFE SUPport ('the Agreement')

between UDRUGA BIOM (Udruga BfOM) and the European Climate, Infrastructure and
Environment Executive Agency (CINEA) ('EU executive agency' or 'granting authority'), under
the powers delegated by the European Commission ('European Commission').

and mandates

the coordinator to submit and sign in its name and on its behalf any amendments to the Agreement.
in accordance with Article 39.

By signing this accession form, the beneficiary accepts the grant and agrees to implement it in
accordance with the Agreement, with all the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out.

SIGNATURE

For the beneficiary

3
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ANNEX 3

ACCESSION FORM FOR BENEFICIARIES

HEP-OPERATOR DISTRIBUCIJSKOG SUSTAVA DOO ZA DISTRIBUCIJU I OPSKRBU
ELEKTRICNE ENERGUED.O.O. (HEP-ODS d.o.o.), PIC 955030476, established in ULICA
GRADA VUKOVAR A 37. ZAGREB I 0000, Croatia,

hereby agrees

to become beneficiary

in Agreement No 101074212 - LIFE2I-NALHR-LIFE SUPport ('the Agreement')

between UDRUGA BIOM (Udruga BIOM) and the European Climate, Infrastructure and
Environment Executive Agency (CINEA) ('EU executive agency' or 'granting authority'), under
the powers delegated by the European Commission ('European Commission').

and mandates

the coordinator to submit and sign in its name and on its behalf any amendments to the Agreement.
in accordance with Article 39.

By signing this accession form, the beneficiary accepts the grant and agrees to implement it in
accordance with the Agreement, with all the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out.

SIGNATURE

For the beneficiary

"l
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ANNEX 5

SPBCIFIC RULES

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS OPR) - BACKGROUND AND RESULTS -RIGHTS AND RIGHTS OF USB - ARTICLE I

Rights of use of the granting authority on results for information, communication,
dissemination and publicity purposes

The granting authority also has the right to exploit non-sensitive results of the action for
information, communication, dissemination and publicity purposes, using any of the
following modes:

use for its own purposes (in pafticular, making them available to persons working for
the granting authority or any other EU service (including institutions, bodies, offices,
agencies, etc.) or EU Member State institution or body; copying or reproducing them
in whole or in part, in unlimited numbers; and communication through press

information services)

distribution to the public in hard copies, in electronic or digital fbrmat, on the

internet including social networks, as a downloadable or non-dou'nloadable flle

editing or redrafting (including shortening, summarising, changing, correcting,
cutting. inserting elements (e.g. meta-data, legends or other graphic, visual, audio or
text elements extracting parts (e.g. audio or video files), dividing into parts or use in a
compilation

translation (including inserting subtitles/dubbing) in all official languages of EU

storage in paper, electronic or other form

archiving in line with applicable document-management rules

the right to authorise third parties to act on its behalf or sub-license to third parties,
including if there is licensed background, any of the rights or modes of exploitation set

out in this provision

processing, analysing, aggregating the results and producing derivative works

disseminating the results in widely accessible databases or indexes (such as through
'open access'or'open data'portals or similar repositories. whether free of charge or
not.

The beneficiaries must ensure these rights of use for the whole duration they are protected by
industrial or intellectual property rights.

If results are subject to moral rights or third party rights (including intellectual property rights
or rights of natural persons on their image and voice), the beneficiaries must ensure that they
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comply with their obligations under this Agreement (in particular, by obtaining the necessary
licences and authorisations from the rights holders concerned).

COMMUNICATION. DISSEMINATION AND VISIBILITY (- ARTICLE 17)

Communication and dissemination plan

The beneficiaries must provide a detailed communication and dissemination plan, setting out
the objectives, key messaging, target audiences, communication channels, social media plan,
planned budget and relevant indicators for monitoring and evaluation.

Additional communication and dissemination activities

The beneficiaries must engage in the following additional communication and dissemination
activities:

present the project (including project summary, coordinator contact details, list of
participants, European flag and funding statement and special logo and project results)
on the beneficiaries' websites or social media accounts

for actions involving equipment, infrastructure or works, display as soon as the work on
the action stafts a printed or electronic sign of appropriate size, with European flag
and funding statement and special logo

upload the public pro.iect results to the LIFE Proiect Results platform, available
through the Funding & Tenders Portal .

Special logos

Communication activities and infrastructure, equipment or major results funded by the grant
must moreover display the following logo:

- the LIFE Programme logo

and

for projects in Natura 2000 sites or contributing to the integrity of Natura 2020
network: the Natura 2000 logo

2
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RULES FOR CARRYING OUT THE ACTION

Durability

Unless exempted by the granting authority, beneficiaries of Standard Action Projects,
Strategic Nature Projects and Strategic Integrated Projects must commit to continue to use and
maintain after the end of the action equipment bought and eligible at full costs, for activities
pursuing the action's objectives. Such equipment must be used for these purposes - for at
least five years after the end of the action (see Data Sheet, Point l) or until the end of its
economic lifespan (i.e. until it has been fully depreciated) - whichever is earlier.

Specific rules for blending operations

When implementing blending operations, the beneficiaries acknowledge and accept that

the grant depends on the approved financing from the Implementing Partner and/or
public or private investors for the project

they must inform the granting authority both about the approval for financing and the
financial close - within l5 days

the payment deadline for the first prefinancing is automatically suspended until the
granting authority is informed about the approval for financing

both actions will be managed and monitored in parallel and in close coordination with
the Implementing Partner, in particular:

- all information, data and documents (including the due diligence by the
Implementing Paftner and the signed agreement) may be exchanged and may
be relied on for the management of the other action (if needed)

issues in one action may impact the other (e.g. suspension or termination in
one action may lead to suspension also of the other action; termination of the
grant will normally suspend and exit from further financing and vice versa,
etc.)

the granting authority may disclose confidential information also to the Implementing
Partner.

3
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This electronic receipt is a digitally signed version of the document submitted by your
organisation. Both the content of the document and a set of metadata have been digitally
sealed.

This digital signature mechanism, using a public-private key pair mechanism, uniquely
binds this eReceipt to the modules of the Funding & Tenders Portal of the European
Commission, to the transaction for which it was generated and ensures its full integrity.
Therefore a complete digitally signed trail of the transaction is available both for your
organisation and for the issuer of the eReceipt.

Any attempt to modifo the content will lead to a break of the integrity of the electronic
signature, which can be verified at any time by clicking on the eReceipt validation
symbol.

More info about eReceipts can be found in the FAQ page of the Funding & Tenders
Portal.

(https://ec.europa.eu/info/fundins-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/faq)

Commission europgenn€/Euopese Commi$ie, 1049 Bruxelles/Brussel, BELGIQUE/BELGIE - Tel. +32 22991111
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Javna ustanova

UPRAVNO VJECE

KLASA: 023-01122-0111
U RBROJ : 217 0-52-01 I 1 -22-32
Rijeka, 18. srpnja 2022.

Na temelju dlanka 10. Odluke o osnivanju Javne ustanove,,Priroda" (Slu2bene
novine broj 42113 i 40120) i dlanka 22. Statuta Javne ustanove ,,Priroda" (KLASA:
023-01120-01101; URBROJ: 2170-52-0111-20-70 od 9. prosinca 2020.), Upravno
vije6e Javne ustanove ,,Priroda" na 9. sjednici koja je odriana dana 18. srpnja 2022.
daje

pozitivno miSljenje
za potpisivanje Ugovora o dodjeli bespovratnih sredstava

za projekt ..LIFE SUPport"

ehnak 1.
Daje se pozitivno mi5ljenje Javnoj ustanovi ,,Priroda" za potpisivanje Ugovora

o dodjeli bespovratnih sredstava za projekt ,,LlFE SUpport".

elanak 2.
Ovla56uje se ravnateljica da Ugovor o dodjeli bespovratnih sredstava za

projekt ,,LlFE SUPport", putem nadleZnog Upravnog odjela za prostorno uredenje,
graditeljstvo i za5titu okoliSa, dostavi Zupanu Primorsko4oranske Zupanije na
suglasnost.

Clanak 3.
Odluka stupa na snagu danom dono5enja.

Predsjednica Upravnog vije6a

Nina Bojanic, v.r

Crivica l - 51000Ilijcka - lcl.:fiI98d5l/352,100 tx fil885l5lB82t0l
c-naiL info@ju-priruln,hr: *nwju-prinda.lu

da




